M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2005

By: Senator(s) Mchel, Dearing, Hyde-Snith, To: Rules
Little
SENATE CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON NO. 543
1 A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMVENDI NG AND CONGRATULATI NG HANFORD
2 DI XON, ALL-AMERI CAN AND ALL-PRO DEFENSI VE BACK FOR THE UNI VERSI TY
3 OF SOQUTHERN M SSI SSI PPI AND THE CLEVELAND BROMS, UPON HI S
4 | NDUCTI ON | NTO THE M SSI SSI PPl SPORTS HALL OF FAME, CLASS OF 2005.
5 VWHEREAS, the Jackson Touchdown Cl ub and M ssissippi Sports
6 Hall of Fanme has unveiled the O ass of 2005 of the M ssissippi
7 Sports Hall of Fame, which features Hanford D xon, All-Anmerican
8 and All-Pro Defensive Back, who was a star for the University of
9 Southern M ssissippi Golden Eagles and the NFL's C evel and Browns;
10 and
11 VWHEREAS, a native of Mobile, Al abama, and three-sport
12 letterman at Theodore Hi gh School in Theodore, Al abama, Hanford
13 Dixon played for Mssissippi Hall of Fame menber Bobby Collins at
14 the University of Southern M ssissippi from 1977-1980 and was one
15 of the best defensive backs in the nation with the "Nasty Bunch”
16 defense; and
17 VWHEREAS, he was naned First Team Al |l - South and All - Aneri can
18 by The Sporting News after his Senior season in 1980. During his
19 college career, he had 9 interceptions and 188 tackles, 127 of
20 which were solo stops, while leading a nationally ranked secondary
21 that hel ped the CGol den Eagles conpile a record of 28-17-1 with an
22 I ndependence Bow victory over McNeese State and played in the
23 1980 Blue-Gay gane and the 1981 Seni or Bow ; and
24 VWHEREAS, Hanford was a first-round draft choice by the
25 (Ceveland Browns in the 1981 NFL draft, the 22nd pl ayer sel ected
26 overall, and his NFL career spanned ni ne seasons and 131 ganes
27 from 1981-1989; and
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VWHEREAS, he was selected to the NFL All -Rookie teamin 1981.
He teamed with Frank Mnnifield to formone of the NFL's finest
def ensi ve back tandens; and

VWHEREAS, Hanford Di xon origi nated the "Dawgs" nicknane for
the C evel and defenses; he was chosen as First Team Al l-Pro in
1986 and 1987; he played in four straight Pro Bows from 1985-1988
and was nanmed as NFL Al umi Defensive Back of the Year in 1987.
In 1988, he was a Pro Bowl starter with his longtinme teammate,
Mnnifield, the first tinme in the gane's history that two
cornerbacks fromthe sane team started together; and

VWHEREAS, he was a nenber of Brown's teans that played in
three faned AFC Chanpi onshi p ganmes in 1987, 1988 and 1990, and
| ost to John Elway's Denver C ubs; and

VWHEREAS, he finished his pro career with 26 interceptions,
440 tackles and 100 passes defended; and

VWHEREAS, Hanford D xon was inducted into the Southern
M ssissippi Athletic Hall of Fane in 1988; and

WHEREAS, it is with great pride that we recognize this gifted
at hl ete who has brought honor to his university and to the State
of M ssi ssippi:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby commend and congratul ate Hanford Di xon, All-Anerican
and All-Pro Defensive Back for the University of Southern
M ssi ssi ppi and the O evel and Browns, upon his induction into the
M ssi ssippi Sports Hall of Fame, C ass of 2005, and wi sh him and
his famly continued success in all their future endeavors.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
Hanford D xon at induction cerenonies and be nmade available to the

Capitol Press Corps.
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