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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 539

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG AND CONGRATULATI NG M K.
TURK, RENOWNED HALL OF FAME CHAMPI ONSHI P BASKETBALL COACH AT
COPI AH- LI NCOLN COMMUNI TY COLLECGE, LI VI NGSTON UNI VERSI TY AND THE
UNI VERSI TY OF SOQUTHERN M SSI SSI PPI, UPON H' S | NDUCTI ON | NTO THE
M SSI SSI PPl SPORTS HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2005.

VWHEREAS, the Jackson Touchdown Cl ub and M ssissippi Sports
Hal | of Fame has unveiled the O ass of 2005 of the M ssissipp
Sports Hall of Fanme, which features M K. Turk, renowned Hall of
Fane Chanpi onshi p Basketball Coach at Copi ah-Lincoln Conmunity
Col | ege, Livingston University and the University of Southern
M ssi ssi ppi; and

VWHEREAS, a native of Bardwell, Kentucky, Coach Turk was an
Al'l -State and Al | - Conference basketball player at Copi ah-Lincoln
Juni or Col |l ege and Livingston University from 1960-1964; and

VWHEREAS, he coached at Cobb County, Georgia, and Livingston
Uni versity before being naned Head Coach at Copi ah-Lincoln
Community Col | ege; from 1968-1974, he |l ed the Wl ves hoopsters to
consecutive M ssissippi Junior College titles in 1972-1973 and
1973-1974, an overall record of 117-43, plus national rankings and
appearances in the National Junior College Tournanent; he was
pi cked as National Junior College Athletic Association Regi onal
Coach of the Year in 1974; and

WHEREAS, M K. Turk coached at Menphis State before being
naned Head Coach at the University of Southern M ssissippi, where
he gui ded the CGol den Eagl e basketball programto an overall record
of 301-266 in his 20 seasons as Head Coach plus 8 post season

appear ances and national rankings; and
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VWHEREAS, he was the w nningest coach in USM history and | ed
the Gol den Eagles to back-to-back trips to the NCAA Tournanment and
the 1987 NI T Chanpi onship, the first national hoops crown for any
M ssi ssippi D vision 1A school; he |l ed Southern Mss to the
1990- 1991 Metro Conference regul ar season chanpi onship and the
1995 Metro Conference Tournanent title; and

VWHEREAS, he was nanmed Coach of the Year by The C arion-Ledger
and the Babe McCarthy Tip-Of Cub in 1981; he was sel ected as
Metro Conference Coach of the Year in 1986 and NIT Coach of the
Year in 1987; and he was al so honored as Coach of the Year by the
M ssi ssi ppi Sportswiters Association in 1990 and 1991; and

WHEREAS, after induction into the M ssissippi Sports Hall of
Fame in 2005, he will be enshrined in four athletic halls of fane,
i ncluding the Livingston University Athletic Hall of Fame (1981),
t he Copi ah-Lincoln Conmunity Coll ege Sports Hall of Fane (1987),
and the Southern M ssissippi Athletic Hall of Fanme (1991); and

VWHEREAS, it is with great pride that we recognize this
out st andi ng coach who has brought honor to his college, his
university and to the State of M ssi ssippi:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PP, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby commend and congratulate M K Turk, renowned Hall of
Fanme Chanpi onshi p Basketball Coach at Copi ah-Lincoln Conmunity
Col | ege, Livingston University and the University of Southern
M ssi ssi ppi, upon his induction into the M ssissippi Sports Hal
of Fame C ass of 2005, and wish himand his famly conti nued
success in all their future endeavors.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
Coach M K. Turk at induction cerenonies, and be made available to

the Capitol Press Corps.
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