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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 537

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG AND CONGRATULATI NG KENNETH
W LLI AM5, PRESI DENT OF CORI NTH COCA- COLA BOTTLI NG WORKS, FOR
RUNNI NG THE ENTI RE LENGTH OF M SSI SSI PPl TO ENCOURAGE THE STATE TO
"STEP WTH I T!" FOR GOOD HEALTH.

VWHEREAS, on Septenber 20, 2004, Kenneth WIIlians, President
of Corinth Coca-Cola Bottling Wrks, began his run of the entire
State of M ssissippi to raise awareness of the inportance of
physi cal activity. WIlianms officially kicked off the run in his
honet own of Corinth, M ssissippi, celebrating the | aunch of his
400-m le journey. He also ran to raise noney for the Boys and
Grls Cubs of Mssissippi; and

VWHEREAS, W/ lians' run through M ssissippi was done to

pronote "Step Wth It! M ssissippi,” which teaches m ddl e school
students a fun way to incorporate physical activity into their
daily lives. The "Step Wth It!" program devel oped by the
Coca-Col a Conpany in partnership with the National Association for
Sport and Physical Education (NASPE), chall enges m ddl e school
students to take a m ni num of 10,000 steps a day to maintain good
health through a nore active lifestyle. Each student who
participates in the programreceives a steponeter to track his
progress on a daily basis; and

VWHEREAS, the "Step Wth It! M ssissippi” programraised noney
for Boys and Grls Cubs throughout the state to support physica
education prograns. Together with sponsors Trustnmark Bank,
Partnership for a Healthy M ssissippi and Coca-Cola, WIIians
rai sed $110, 000. 00 t hrough donations collected at Trustmark Bank

branches and Boys and Grls Clubs. WIIlians nade appearances
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t hroughout M ssi ssippi via community prograns in numerous cities
and special events in Corinth, Jackson and CGul fport; and

VWHEREAS, the "Step Wth It! M ssissippi" kickoff also marked
Wl lianms' 63rd birthday. An avid runner and M ssissippi native,
Wl lianms has conpleted 27 nmarat hons and coached many first-tine
mar at honers through their first race. Wile on the journey,
Willianms ran 12-15 mles per day, six days a week, and nade
appearances at schools and Boys and Grls C ubs throughout the
state; and

VWHEREAS, on Cctober 26, 2004, the run was preceded by
Kenneth's | ast presentation at Central M ddle School in Gulfport,
M ssi ssi ppi, before an audience of 300 attentive students
receptive to the nessage. The final leg of the journey was a
two-mle run down H ghway 49 fromthe Gl fport Coca-Cola plant to
the Gul fport beach; and

VWHEREAS, W/ Ilians hopes his adventure will inspire nore than
just mddl e school students to becone active. "I want to prove
t hat anyone, at any age, can acconplish their goals," he said.
"Physical fitness is attainable by everyone and is key to ensuring
you can conpl ete your own great adventure"; and

WHEREAS, "Step Wth It! Mssissippi” was originally |aunched
in 2002. During 2003, nore than 250 schools across the country
ki cked off "Step Wth It!" prograns. This year, Coca-Cola wl
bring "Step Wth It!" to nore than 1,000 schools nationw de,
reaching one mllion students and teachers across the country; and

VWHEREAS, Kenneth's civic contributions to his community and
state are inpressive: he is an Alumi of Leadership M ssissippi,
Past Rotary President and D strict Governor, forner Chairman of
the M ssissippi Economic Council, Chairman of the M ssissipp
Part nership for Econom c Devel opnent, CEO of the Corinth Alcorn
Area Chanber of Conmerce, Northeast M ssissippi Community Col | ege
Devel opnent Foundati on President, and nenber of the Northeast

M ssi ssi ppi Wor kf orce Devel opnent Board; and
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WHEREAS, he is married to Nancy Ann Ki ncade of C arksdal e,
M ssi ssi ppi, and the couple have four children; it is wth great
pride that we recogni ze the special acconplishnents of this
citizen whose civic |leadership is a nodel for all M ssissippians:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PP, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby conmmend and congratul ate Kenneth WIIlians, President
of Corinth Coca-Cola Bottling Wrks, for running the entire length
of M ssissippi to encourage the state to "Step Wth It!" for good
heal th, and extend to himand his famly the best w shes of the
Legi slature for future success.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to

Kenneth WIllianms and be nade available to the Capitol Press Corps.
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