M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2005

By: Senator(s) Jordan, Simmons, Gollott, To: Rules
Thomas, Jackson (11th), Butler, Frazier,

Mettetal, Gordon, Hewes, WIIianson,

Carm chael, Davis, Kirby, Turner, Pickering,

Harvey, Posey, Morgan, M chel, Chaney,

Dawki ns, Doxey, Wite, WIenon, Tollison,

Ki ng, Cuevas, Browning, Flowers, Hyde-Smth,

Huggi ns, Horhn, Lee (47th), Wlley, Dearing,

Har den, Brown, Jackson (32nd), Little,

Robert son
SENATE CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON NO. 534

1 A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMVENDI NG THE CAREER OF THE " KI NG OF
2 THE BLUES" M SSI SSIPPI'S B. B. KING AND EXTENDI NG THE BEST W SHES
3 OF THE LEG SLATURE AS HE NEARS HI S 80TH Bl RTHDAY.
4 VWHEREAS, the Blues' forenost artist, by anybody's standard,
5 is Mssissippi's favorite son, "B.B." King, and the guitar naster
6 has the licks and the hits to prove it; and
7 VWHEREAS, with dazzling perseverance, B.B. King again and
8 again has broken new ground, remaining at the forefront as perhaps
9 the Blues' greatest pioneer; and

10 VWHEREAS, fromthe 1940's to present day, there has only been
11 one King of the Blues, Riley B King, affectionately known as B.B.
12 King. He has released over fifty albuns, sold nore than four

13 mllion records, won thirteen Gramys, perforned in nore than

14 ninety countries, been honored by presidents and kings alike - and
15 he's not done yet; and

16 VWHEREAS, his career is hotter than ever as he approaches his
17 80th birthday in 2005, performng nore often than many artists

18 half his age; and

19 VWHEREAS, he was born on a cotton plantation in Berclair

20 outside Itta Bena, Mssissippi, and is known for his humlity,

21 work ethic, perseverance and heart. He is envied by nusicians

22 internationally. Beatle John Lennon once said "I wish | could

23 play the guitar like B.B. King"; and

24 VWHEREAS, he acquired the name "B.B." while performng in

25 Menphis. It stood for Beale Street Blues Boy or just Blues Boy,
26 which everyone shortened to B.B.; and
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WHEREAS, King's total dedication to his nusic, a rich
recording history and tireless touring lasting nore than half a
century have nmade hi mone of the nost prom nent figures within the
Bl ues. Through his achievenents in spreading the Bl ues throughout
the world, he has, as a | eading proponent of his nusic, proved of
fundanental inportance to the devel opnment of nodern popul ar nusic;
and

VWHEREAS, B.B. King is known as the "King of the Blues" and
for half a century has been one of the absolute forenost figures
in his nusic genre. King has lifted the Blues fromthe confines
of the Anerican South and brought it to a huge audi ence the world
over. But, no matter where he appears in the world, B.B. King is
a proud anmbassador of his honme state, and M ssissippi IS even
prouder of this native son; and

VWHEREAS, B.B.'s achievenents are as follows: Bl ues
Foundation Hall of Fame and the Rock & Roll Hall of Fanme; Lifetine
Achi evenrent Award fromthe National Acadeny of Recording Arts and
Sci ences; Presidential Medal of the Arts; Kennedy Center Honors;
Nati onal Heritage Fell owship, National Endownent for the Arts;
honorary doctorate degrees: Yale, Berklee College of Misic,
Rhodes Col | ege, Tougal oo Col | ege and M ssissippi Valley State
University; Hollywood Wal k of Fame; Ansterdam (Hol |l and) Wl k of
Fame; 13 Grammys, including two in 2003 and still counting;
Songwiters' Hall of Fane, Lifetinme Achievenent Award; influenced
the work of countless international artists: Eric Capton, Jeff
Beck, Stevie Ray Vaughan, anong many others; perforned for fans in
90 countries, and the list grows every year; sold over 40 mllion
records worldw de and still counting; and the 2004 recipient of
the Polar Music Prize, the nusical equivalent of the Nobel Prize,
presented by King Carl XvI Gustav of Sweden; and

WHEREAS, it is with great pride that we recognize this Bl ues

| egend who has served with distinction as an anbassador for the
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State of M ssissippi, bringing honor to his hone comunity, region
and state:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PP, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby conmmend the career of the "King of the Blues,"”
M ssissippi's B.B. King, declaring Tuesday, February 15, 2005, as
"B.B. King Day" in the Legislature, and extend to himthe best
w shes of the Legislature as he nears his 80th birthday.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
B.B. King at cerenonies at the New Capitol and be nade avail abl e

to the Capitol Press Corps.
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