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Senat or (s) Hor hn To: Rules

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 521

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON CREATI NG A JO NT STUDY COW TTEE TO
STUDY AND MAKE RECOMVENDATI ONS CONCERNI NG THE REVI SI ON OF
M SSI SSI PPl 'S TAX STRUCTURE;, TO DI RECT THE JO NT COW TTEE TO MAKE
A VWRI TTEN REPORT OF | TS FI NDI NGS AND RECOMVENDATI ONS BEFORE
DECEMBER 1, 2005.

VWHEREAS, M ssissippi's tax structure has been revised over
the years with little concern for its fairness and the effect that
the tax structure has on the state's econony; and

VWHEREAS, M ssissippi relies heavily on sales taxation to
produce revenue and the boomin sales over the Internet creates
many taxabl e transactions for which collection of the sales tax is
i npractical; and

VWHEREAS, the increase in Internet sales threatens to erode
the sales tax base of this state; and

VWHEREAS, the many sal es tax exenptions contained in the
current |aw need to be examined to determne their desirability
and to determ ne whether other taxable transactions should be
exenpt; and

VWHEREAS, the incone tax |aws and estate tax |laws contain many
areas that are in need of study and revision; and

VWHEREAS, any substantive revision to any area of
M ssissippi's tax structure necessarily requires a thorough study
of the entire structure, both state and |ocal; and

VWHEREAS, for these reasons, it is the determ nation of the
Legi slature that a special commttee should be established to nake
a thorough study of the tax structure of the State of M ssissippi:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PP, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
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a special joint study commttee is created to study M ssissippi's
tax structure and nake recommendati ons concerning the

i npl enentation of any changes to such structure that such
commttee finds necessary. The joint commttee shall be conposed
of the Chairman of the Senate Finance Comm ttee, the Chairman of

t he House Ways and Means Commttee, five (5) nenbers of the Senate
to be appointed by the Lieutenant Governor and five (5) nenbers of
t he House of Representatives to be appointed by the Speaker of the
House. The chairman of the joint conmttee shall be the Chairman
of the Senate Finance Committee and the vice chairman shall be the
Chai rman of the House Ways and Means Committ ee.

Wthin fifteen (15) days after sine die adjournnment of the
2005 Regul ar Session of the Legislature, the Lieutenant Governor
and the Speaker shall appoint the nmenbers of the commttee. After
the nmenbers are appointed, the joint commttee shall neet on a
date designated by the chairman of the joint comnmttee in Jackson
M ssi ssippi, to organize the conmttee and establish rules for
transacting its business and keeping records. A mgjority of the
menbers of the joint coomttee fromeach house shall constitute a
gquorumat all conmmttee neetings. An affirmative vote of a
majority of the nmenbers from each house shall be required in the
adoption of rules, resolutions and reports. All nenbers of the
joint commttee shall be notified in witing of all regular and
speci al neetings of the conmttee, which notices shall be nmuail ed
at least five (5) days before the dates of the neetings.

The joint commttee nay establish any subcommttees that it
deens desirable to study and report to the commttee with respect
to any matter that is within the scope of this resolution.

The joint commttee shall make a witten report of its
findings and recommendations, and shall mail copies of the report
to each nenber of the Legislature not |ater than Decenber 1, 2005.

In carrying out the provisions of this resolution, the joint

commttee may utilize the services, facilities and personnel of
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all departnents, agencies, offices and institutions of the state,
including the state universities and the community and junior
colleges. In particular, the joint conmttee shall consult with
the State Tax Comm ssion, and the State Tax Conmm ssion shal
cooperate with the commttee and provide the conmttee with any

i nformati on and ot her assistance requested by the conmttee. The
joint commttee may consult and seek advice fromvarious groups in
the state in order to understand the effect of any existing | aws
or any changes in | aw being considered by the commttee.

For attending neetings of the joint coommttee, each nenber
shall be paid fromthe contingent expense fund of the nenber's
respective house, per diemconpensation in the anmount authorized
by Section 25-3-69 and a nm | eage al |l owance and an expense
al l owance in the amobunt authorized by Section 5-1-47. However, no
per di em conpensation, m |l eage all owance or expense all owance
shall be paid for attending neetings of the joint conmttee while
the Legislature is in session, and no per di em conpensation,

m | eage al | owance or expense all owance shall be paid w thout prior
approval of the proper commttee in the nmenber's respective house.

Al l expenses incurred by and on behalf of the joint comnmttee
shal |l be paid fromfunds nade avail able by the House Rul es
Comm ttee and the Senate Rules Commttee fromthe contingent
expense funds of the respective houses, from any funds
appropriated for the purpose of this resolution, and from any

grants or contributions nmade to the conmttee for its purpose.
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