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By:
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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 514

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG THE LEGACY OF PUBLI C
SERVI CE OF DR. RODERI CK R (ROD) PAI GE OF MONTI CELLO, M SSI SSI PPI,
THE FI RST M SSI SSI PPI AN, THE FI RST AFRI CAN- AVERI CAN AND THE FI RST
SCHOOL SUPERI NTENDENT TO SERVE AS UNI TED STATES SECRETARY OF
EDUCATI ON.

VWHEREAS, Dr. Roderick Raynor (Rod) Paige was confirnmed by the
United States Senate as the 7th United States Secretary of
Educati on on January 20, 2001, follow ng the inauguration of
Presi dent George W Bush. Paige, who grew up in M ssissippi
built a career on a belief that education equalizes opportunity,
novi ng from col | ege dean and school superintendent to be the first
African-Anmerican to serve as the nation's education chief; and

VWHEREAS, on Novenber 15, 2004, Dr. Paige announced his
resignation after overseeing the President's education agenda for
four years; and

VWHEREAS, born in Mnticello, Mssissippi, on June 17, 1933,
Secretary Paige is the son of public school educators. He earned
a bachel or's degree from Jackson State University in M ssissipp
and a master's degree and a doctorate fromIndiana University at
Bl oom ngt on; and

VWHEREAS, Pai ge began working with students early in his
career as a teacher and a coach. He then served for a decade as
Dean of the College of Education at Texas Southern University
(TSU). In this position, Paige worked to ensure that future
educators woul d receive the training and experti se necessary to
succeed in the classroom He also established the university's

Center for Excellence in Urban Education, a research facility that
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concentrates on issues related to instruction and managenent in
ur ban school systens; and

WHEREAS, elected in 1989, Paige was sworn in as a trustee and
an officer of the Board of Education of the Houston I ndependent
School District (H SD) in January 1990, in which capacities he
served until 1994. In 1994, Paige left TSU to becone
superintendent of HI SD, the nation's seventh | argest school
district. Inside Houston nagazi ne naned Pai ge one of "Houston's
25 nost powerful people” in guiding the city's gromh and
prosperity. In 2001, he was naned National Superintendent of the
Year by the Anmerican Association of School Adm nistrators; and

VWHEREAS, Paige is the first school superintendent to serve as
Secretary of Education. His vast experience as a practitioner,
fromthe bl ackboard to the boardroom paid off during the |Iong
hours of work needed to pass President Bush's "No Child Left
Behi nd Act of 2001"; and

WHEREAS, he has led the charge, in partnership with states
and school districts, to inplenent these historic reforns. The
law wi Il give local districts the tools and resources they need to
hel p every child learn, regardless of the color of their skin or
the accent of their speech. States and districts have noved
forward, working to inprove student achi evenent, enpowering
parents with options and information, providing supplenental
services such as free tutoring to students in danger of being |eft
behind in the classroom and tappi ng new sources of talented
teachers to help students excel in our nation's classroons. By
June 2003, every state, including M ssissippi, had an approved
accountability plan in place to ensure that every student was
| ear ni ng; and

WHEREAS, as Secretary, Paige has held the Departnent of
Education to the sanme high standards expected of our schools. The
departnent-w de inplenentation of Dr. Paige' s blueprint

stream i ned operations, and provided strategic direction,
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resources and focus for the departnent's central m ssion to ensure
equal access to education and pronote educational excellence
t hroughout the nation. As a result of this work, the departnent
received its second clean financial audit in a rowin fiscal year
2003, only the third in the 24-year history of the departnent.
The departnent's acconplishnment al so received the highest praise
fromthe federal Ofice of Managenent and Budget; and

WHEREAS, it is with great pride that we recogni ze the
out st andi ng performance and dedi cated career of this M ssissippian
whose vision for public education has strengthened school support
and prograns:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby conmmend the | egacy of public service of Dr. Roderick
R (Rod) Paige of Monticello, Mssissippi, the first school
superintendent to serve as United States Secretary of Education,
on the occasion of his retirement fromoffice, and extend to him
and his famly the best w shes of the Legislature on his future
pr of essi onal activities.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be forwarded to
M ssi ssi ppi ' s congressional del egation and the United States

Depart ment of Education, and be nmade avail able to the Capitol

Press Corps.
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