M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2005

By: Senator(s) Dawkins To: Elections; Constitution

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 508

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON PROPOSI NG TO AMEND THE M SSI SSI PP
CONSTI TUTI ON OF 1890 CREATI NG A NEW SECTI ON 255 TO REQUI RE THE
GOVERNCOR TO CALL A SPECI AL SESSION I N THE FI RST YEAR FOLLOW NG THE
2010 DECENNI AL CENSUS AND EVERY TEN YEARS THEREAFTER FOR THE
PURPOSE OF REDI STRI CTI NG THE CONGRESSI ONAL DI STRI CTS OF THI' S
STATE; TO PROVI DE THAT SUCH REDI STRI CTI NG SHALL BE ACCOMPLI SHED BY
PASSAGE OF A JO NT RESOLUTI ON; TO PROVI DE THAT | F THE LEGQ SLATURE
SHALL FAIL TO ADOPT SUCH JO NT RESOLUTI ON, A FI VE- MEMBER
COM SSI ON COMPCSED OF THE CHI EF JUSTI CE OF THE SUPREME COURT AS
10 CHAIRVAN, THE ATTORNEY GENERAL, THE SECRETARY OF STATE, THE
11 SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES AND THE PRESI DENT PRO
12 TEMPORE OF THE SENATE SHALL CONVENE AND W THI N 30 DAYS OF THE
13 ADJOURNMENT OF SUCH SPECI AL SESSI ON REDI STRI CT THE CONGRESSI ONAL
14 DI STRICTS OF TH S STATE; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

15 BE | T RESOLVED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF

OCO~NOUITRARWNE

16 M SSISSIPPI, That the follow ng anmendnment to the M ssissipp
17 Constitution of 1890 is proposed to the qualified electors of the
18 state:

19 Section 255. Not |ater than Cctober 31 in the first year

20 follow ng the 2010 decenni al census and every ten (10) years

21 thereafter, the Governor shall call a special session to

22 redistrict by joint resolution the congressional districts of this
23 state in accordance with all applicable constitutional and

24 statutory law. Such special session shall not exceed thirty (30)
25 consecutive days, during which no other business shall be

26 conducted and it shall be the mandatory duty of the Legislature to
27 adopt a joint resolution redistricting the congressional districts
28 of this state. Should such special session not adopt the joint

29 resolution as required by this section, a five-nmenber conm ssion
30 consisting of the Chief Justice of the Suprene Court as chairman,
31 the Attorney General, the Secretary of State, the Speaker of the
32 House of Representatives and the President Pro Tenpore of the

33 Senate shall imediately convene and within thirty (30) days of
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t he adj ournnent of such special session redistrict the
congressional districts of this state. Such redistricting shal
be final upon filing with the Ofice of the Secretary of State.

BE I T FURTHER RESCOLVED, That this proposed anendnent shall be
submtted by the Secretary of State to the qualified electors at
an election to be held on the first Tuesday after the First Monday
of Novenber 2006, as provided by Section 273 of the Constitution
and by general |aw

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That the expl anation of this proposed
anendnent for the ballot shall read as follows: "This proposed
constitutional amendment requires the Governor to call a special
session for the purpose of redistricting the state's congressional
districts in the year follow ng a decennial census. |If the
speci al session adjourns w thout adopting a joint resolution
redistricting the congressional districts, a comm ssion conposed
of the Chief Justice of the Suprene Court, the Attorney General,
the Secretary of State, the Speaker of the House of
Representatives and the President Pro Tenpore of the M ssissipp
Senate is required to convene and redistrict the congressional
districts.”

BE I T FURTHER RESCLVED, That the Attorney General shal
submt this resolution, inmediately upon adoption by the
Legislature, to the Attorney General of the United States or to
the United States District Court for the District of Colunbia in
accordance wth the provisions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965,

as anended and extended.
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event the Legislature fails to do so.



