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Senator(s) Little, Burton To: Rules

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 507

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG THE LI FE AND LEGACY OF
FORMER M SSI SSI PPl GOVERNOR KI RK FORDI CE AND EXPRESSI NG THE
SYMPATHY OF THE LEGQ SLATURE ON HI S PASSI NG

VWHEREAS, fornmer M ssissippi Governor Daniel Kirkwod "Kirk"
Fordice, Jr., passed away on Tuesday, Septenber 7, 2004; and

VWHEREAS, Governor Fordice served as CGovernor of the State of
M ssi ssi ppi from 1992-2000; and

VWHEREAS, CGovernor Fordice will go down in history for
significant firsts: trailblazing as the first GOP Governor since
Reconstruction, establishing Mssissippi as a true two-party
state, being the first to win back-to-back gubernatorial terns in
nodern tines, chanpioning private enterprise, and as a
non-politician who earned the respect even of his foes. He left a
menor abl e, |asting mark; and

WHEREAS, Kirk Fordice was a true M ssissippi success story.
He was a successful Vicksburg businessman who willed hinself into
the State's highest office, achieving what nany believed
i npossible at the tinme. He focused our State's energies on
econoni ¢ devel opnent during his ternms and noved M ssissippi's
econony into a new era of growmh. He inprinted his brand of
fiscal conservatismon M ssissippi's budget by creating the
first-ever "Rainy Day Fund" and | eaving M ssissippi's budget with
a surplus. He introduced welfare reformto M ssissippi; and

VWHEREAS, his frank, outspoken and unwavering style made him a
respected figure with his political opponents and a bel oved
Governor by M ssissippians across the state who el ected himtw ce;

and
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VWHEREAS, Fordice supported tort reform aggressive |aw
enforcement and prison reform increased tourismfunding and set a
limt on spending. A fierce opponent of what he referred to as
t ax-and-spend liberalism he took frequent shots at Denocratic and
| i beral opponents; and

WHEREAS, he was jovial, interesting and collegial--a nan's
man and a guy you couldn't help but enjoy being around; and

WHEREAS, Governor Fordice stood tall in the public arena and
battl ed tenaciously for his beliefs. At the end of the day, he
| eft M ssissippi better than he found it; and

VWHEREAS, Governor Fordice's surviving famly is his formner
w fe, Pat of Mdison, his daughter, Angie Roselle of Vicksburg;
his sons, Hunter Fordice and Dan Fordice of Vicksburg; and Dr. Jim
Fordi ce of Nashville, Tennessee; 12 grandchildren; and his bel oved
dog, Lance; and

VWHEREAS, we nmourn with the Fordice famly for the |loss of a
| oved one, and we nourn with Mssissippi for the |oss of a | eader:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby conmmend the life and | egacy of former M ssissipp
Governor Kirk Fordice and express to his surviving famly the
synpat hy of the Legislature on his passing.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
the surviving famly of Governor Fordice and be made available to

the Capitol Press Corps.

S. C R No. 507 *SS01/R573.1*

05/ SS01/ R573. 1 ST: Commend life of fornmer Governor Kirk
PAGE 2 For di ce.



