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SENATE BI LL NO. 2992

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ONS 27-39-203, 27-39-205 AND 21-33-45,
M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO REVI SE THE ADVERTI SI NG REQUI REMENTS
FOR PUBLI C BUDGET HEARI NGS FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENTAL UNI TS TO MORE
ACCURATELY REFLECT WHETHER TAXES ARE BEI NG RAI SED, LOWERED OR KEPT
STATI C; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 27-39-203, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-39-203. (1) Al taxing entities operating under the
January 1 through Decenber 31 fiscal year or a July 1 through June
30 fiscal year shall hold a public hearing at which the budget for

the following fiscal year will be considered, regardl ess of
whet her that budget will be increased or decreased fromthe
current budget or will remain the sane as the current budget, and

shall notify the county of the date, tinme and place of the public
hearing. The county shall include that information with the tax
noti ce.

(2) Unless the increased revenue in a budget is derived
solely fromthe expansion of a taxing entity's ad val oremtax
base, a taxing entity shall not budget an increased anount of
revenue derived fromthe classes of ad val orem property descri bed
in Section 112, M ssissippi Constitution of 1890, unless it first
advertises its intention to do so at the sanme tine that it
advertises its intention to fix its budget for the next fiscal
year.

(3) (a) For taxing entities operating under an Cctober 1
t hrough Septenber 30 fiscal year, this advertisenent may be

conbined with the advertisenent required by Section 27-39-205.
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For all taxing entities, the advertisenent shall neet the size,
type, placenent and frequency requirenents established under
Section 27-39-205.
(b) \When the advertisenent is required, it shall be in
the followi ng form
"NOTlI CE OF TAX HEARI NG (Nane of the taxing entity)

The (nanme of the taxing entity) will hold a public hearing on
its proposed budget for fiscal year (insert the year) on (date and
time) at (neeting place). At this neeting, a proposed ad val orem

tax revenue increase/decrease/stasis in the proposed budget wll

be consi der ed.
The (nanme of the taxing entity) is now operating with

proj ected total budget revenue of $ N { percent) or

$ of such revenue is obtained through ad val oremt axes.

For next fiscal year, the proposed budget has total projected
revenue of $ . O that anount, ( percent) or $ ,
is proposed to be financed through a total ad valoremtax |evy.

Thi s i ncrease/ decrease/stasis in ad valoremtax revenue neans

that you wll pay nore/less/sane in ad val oremtaxes on your hone,

autonobile tag, utilities, business fixtures and equi pnent and
rental real property.

Any citizen of (nanme of the taxing entity) is invited to
attend this public hearing on the proposed ad val oremtax revenue
assessnent in the budget and will be allowed to speak for a
reasonabl e anount of tinme and offer tangible evidence before any
vote is taken."

SECTION 2. Section 27-39-205, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-39-205. (1) A tax rate in excess of the certified tax
rate shall not be |evied under Sections 21-33-45, 27-39-307,
27-39-317 and 27-39-320 until a resolution has been approved by
t he governing body of the taxing entity in accordance with the

fol |l ow ng procedure:
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(a) The taxing entity shall advertise its intent to
exceed the certified tax rate in a newspaper of general
circulation in the county. A taxing entity collecting taxes in
nore than one (1) county shall make the advertisenent required
under this section by publication in each county where the taxing
entity collects taxes. The advertisenent shall be no | ess than
one-fourth (1/4) page in size and the type used shall be no
smal | er than ei ghteen (18) point and surrounded by a
one-fourth-inch solid black border. The advertisenent shall not
be placed in any portion of the newspaper where | egal notices and
classified adverti senents appear. The advertisenent shall appear
in a newspaper that is published at least five (5) days a week,
unl ess the only newspaper in the county is published |ess than
five (5) days a week. The newspaper selected shall be one of
general interest, readership and circulation in all areas of the
comunity. The advertisenent shall be published once each week
for the two-week period preceding the adoption of the final
budget. The advertisenment shall provide that the taxing entity
will neet on a certain day, date, tinme and place fixed in the
advertisenent, which shall be no |l ess than seven (7) days after
the day the first advertisenent is published. The neeting on the
proposed i ncrease nmay coincide with the hearing on the proposed
budget of the taxing entity.

(b) \When the advertisenent is required it shall be in
the followng form

"NOTI CE OF TAX HEARI NG - (Nanme of the taxing entity)
The (nanme of the taxing entity) will hold a public hearing on

a proposed ad val oremtax revenue increase/ decrease/stasis for

fiscal year (insert the year) on (date and tine) at (neeting
pl ace) .

The (nanme of the taxing entity) is now operating with

proj ected total budget revenue of $ N { percent) or
$ , of such revenue is obtained through ad val orem t axes.
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95 For next fiscal year, the proposed budget has total projected

96 revenue of $ . O that anobunt, (___ percent) or

97 % , 1s proposed to be financed through a total ad val orem
98 tax |evy.

99 For next fiscal year, the (nane of the taxing entity) plans

100 to increase/decrease/ keep the sane your ad valoremtax m |l age

101 rate by mlls from mlls to mlls. This

102 increase/decrease/stasis neans that you will pay nore/less/the

103 sane in ad val oremtaxes on your hone, autonobile tag, utilities,

104 business fixtures and equi pnent and rental real property.

105 Any citizen of (nanme of the taxing entity) is invited to

106 attend this public hearing on the proposed ad val oremt ax

107 assessnent, and will be allowed to speak for a reasonabl e anpunt
108 of tinme and offer tangi ble evidence before any vote is taken."
109 (2) After the hearing has been held in accordance with the
110 above procedures, the governing body of the taxing entity may

111 adopt a resolution levying a tax rate on classes of property

112 designated by Section 112, M ssissippi Constitution of 1890, in
113 excess of the certified tax rate. |If the resolution adopting the
114 tax rate is not adopted on the day of the public hearing, the

115 schedul ed date, tine and place for consideration and adoption of
116 the resolution shall be announced at the public hearing and the
117 governing body shall advertise the date, time and place of the
118 proposed adoption of the resolution in the same manner as provided
119 under subsection (1).

120 (3) Al hearings shall be open to the public. The governing
121 body of the taxing entity shall permt all interested parties

122 desiring to be heard an opportunity to present oral testinony

123 within reasonable tine |imts and offer tangi ble evidence.

124 (4) Each taxing entity shall notify the county or nunici pal
125 governing body of the date, tinme and place of its public hearing.
126 No taxing entity may schedule its hearing at the sane tinme as

127 another overlapping taxing entity in the same county, but al
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taxing entities in which the power to set tax levies is vested in
the sanme governing authority nmay consolidate the required hearings
into one (1) hearing. The county or nunicipal governing body
shall resolve any conflicts in hearing dates and tinmes after
consultation wth each affected taxing entity.

SECTI ON 3. Section 21-33-45, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as fol |l ows:

21-33-45. The governing authorities of each nmunicipality of
this state * * * either at their regular neeting in Septenber of
each year or not later than ten (10) days after the final approval
of the assessnent rolls, shall levy the nmunicipal ad val oremtaxes
for the fiscal year next succeeding, and shall, by resolution, fix
the tax rate or levy for the municipality and for any other taxing
districts of which the nunicipality may be a part. The rates or
| evies for the municipality or for any such taxing district shal
be expressed in mlls or a decimal fraction of a mll, which tax
rates, or levies, shall determ ne the ad valoremtaxes to be
col l ected upon each dollar of valuation upon the assessnent rolls
of the municipality for nunicipal taxes, and to be coll ected upon
each doll ar of valuation as shown upon the assessnent rolls of the
municipality for each such taxing district, except as to such
val ues as may be exenpt, in whole or in part, fromcertain tax
rates or levies. |If the rates or levies for the nunicipality or
taxing district are an increase fromthe previous fiscal year,
then the proposed rate or |evy increase shall be advertised in

accordance with Sections 27-39-203 and 27-39-205. If there is no

increase in the budget, the advertisenent shall accurately reflect

that fact.
In making the |l evy of taxes, the governing authorities shal
specify in such resolution the levy for each purpose as foll ows:
(a) For general revenue purposes and for general

i nprovenents, as authorized by Section 27-39-307.
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(b) For school purposes, including all naintenance
| evi es, whet her made agai nst the property within such
municipality, or wwthin any taxing district enbraced in such
muni cipality, as authorized by Section 27-39-307 and Section
37-57-3 et seq.

(c) For municipal bonds and interest thereon, for
school bonds and interest thereon, separately for nunicipal -w de
bonds and for the bonds of each school district.

(d) For municipal -wide bonds and interest thereon,
ot her than for school bonds.

(e) For loans, notes or any other obligation, and the
interest thereon, if permtted by |aw

(f) For special inprovenment or special benefit |evies,
as now aut horized by | aw

(g) For any other purpose for which alevy is lawfully
made. |f any nunicipal-wde levy is made for any general or
speci al purpose under the provisions of any | aw other than Section
27-39-307 each such levy shall be separately stated in the
resolution, and the | aw authorizing sane shall be expressly stated
t herei n.

I f the governing authorities of any municipality shall not
| evy the nunicipal taxes and the district taxes at its regul ar
Sept enber neeting, such governing authorities shall |evy the sane
at an adjourned or special neeting not later than ten (10) days
after the final approval of the assessnent rolls. However, that
if such levy be not nmade on or before Septenber 15 then road and
bridge privilege tax license plates nmay be issued by the tax
collector or State Tax Conm ssion, as the case may be, for notor
vehicl es as defined in the Mdtor Vehicle Ad Val orem Tax Law of
1958 (Section 27-51-1 et seq.), wthout collecting or requiring
proof of paynent of nunicipal ad valoremtaxes until such levy is

duly certified to him and for twenty-four (24) hours thereafter.
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In the case of a municipality operating under a special or
private charter providing for or authorizing the assessnent,
| evying and collection of ad valoremtaxes prior to Cctober in
each year, ad valoremtaxes for such nmunicipality shall be |evied
at the tine prescribed or authorized by such special or private
charter, unless the governing authority of such nmunicipality by
resol uti on adopted and spread of record in its mnutes elect to
| evy ad valoremtaxes at the tinme prescribed hereinbefore in this
section. In any event, however, all ad val oremtaxes |evied by
any nmunicipality in this state, shall be levied in the manner
requi red herein regardless of the tinme when such taxes are |evied.
SECTION 4. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2005.
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