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Senat or (s) Robertson To:  Finance

SENATE BI LL NO. 2981

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 27-3-33, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
ALLOW SERVI CE OF WARRANTS FOR DELI NQUENT TAXES TO BE SERVED BY
REGULAR UNI TED STATES MAI L; AND FOR RELATED PURPGOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 27-3-33, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-3-33. (1) The State Tax Conm ssion shall have the
power, authority and duty to direct that proceedings, actions and
prosecutions be instituted to enforce the laws relating to the
penalties, liabilities, and punishnment of all persons, officers or
agents or corporations, or others required by law to nmake returns
of taxable property, for failure or neglect to conply with such
provisions of the tax law, and to cause conplaints to be nade
agai nst assessors, boards of supervisors, and other officers,
whose duties concern assessnents, in any court of conpetent
jurisdiction for their renoval for official m sconduct or neglect
of such duty, as provided by law in such cases.

(2) The State Tax Comm ssion shall have power, authority and
duty to proceed by suit in the chancery court of the residence of
the taxpayer or, in the case of a nonresident, in the Chancery
Court of the First Judicial District of H nds County, against al
persons, corporations, conpanies and associ ati ons of persons for
al | past due and unpaid taxes, together with any penalties,
damages and i nterest due thereon, of any kind whatever, either of
the state or any county, mnunicipality, drainage, |evee, or other
taxing district, or any subdivision thereof, and for all past due

obl i gati ons and i ndebt edness of any character due and owing to
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them or any of them but not, however, including penalties for the
violation of the antitrust |aws; and, provided that the duty and
obligation of the State Tax Comm ssion hereunder accrues only at
such time as the tax collector of the county, municipality,

drai nage, |evee, or other taxing district, or any subdivision
thereof, primarily responsible for the collection of taxes for
said district has exhausted all |egal remedies provided by the

|l aws of this state.

(3) Al suits by the State Tax Conm ssi on under the
provisions of this section, or under the provisions of Section
27-3-37 or Section 27-3-39, shall be inits own nane for the use
of the state, county, nmunicipality, |evee board or other taxing
district interested; and it shall not be liable for costs, and may
appeal w thout bond. Such suits may be tried at the return term
and shall take precedence over other suits.

(4) Al warrants issued by the conm ssioner for the
coll ection of any taxes inposed by statute and collected by the
State Tax Commi ssion shall be used to | evy on sal aries,
conpensati on or other nonies due the delinquent taxpayer. The
warrants shall be served by * * * mail or by delivery by an agent
of the State Tax Conmm ssion on the person or entity responsible or
| iable for the paynent of the nonies to the delinquent taxpayer.
Once served, the enployer or other person ow ng conpensation due
t he del i nquent taxpayer shall pay the nonies over to the State Tax
Comm ssion in conplete or partial satisfaction of the tax
liability. An answer shall be made within thirty (30) days after
service of the warrant. Failure to pay the noney over to the
State Tax Commission as required by this section shall result in
the served party being personally liable for the full anmount of
the noni es owed and the |levy and col |l ection process nmay be issued
agai nst the party in the sanme manner as ot her taxes. The answer,
t he anbunt payabl e under the warrant and the obligation of the

payor to continue paynent shall be governed by the garni shnent
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| aws of this state but shal

Conmmi ssi on.

SECTI ON 2.

This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2005.
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be payable to the State Tax
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