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Senator(s) Wite To: Judiciary, Division A

SENATE BI LL NO. 2971

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 93-17-11, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
TO REQUI RE THE CHANCERY COURT TO ORDER A HOVE STUDY OF THE
PETI TI ONER I N ANY ADOPTI ON PROCEEDI NG TO BE MADE BY A LI CENSED
CHI LD- PLACI NG AGENCY; AND FOR RELATED PURPGCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 93-17-11, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

93-17-11. At any time after the filing of the petition for
adoption and conpl eti on of process thereon, and before the

entering of a final decree, the court shall, on its own notion,

require an investigation including, but not limted to, a hone

study by a duly qualified licensed social worker enployed by the

Department of Human Services or a licensed chil d-placing agency at

the petitioner's or petitioners' sole expense and at no cost to
the state or county, and report to the court to be nmade by any
person, officer, or hone as the court nmay designate and direct
concerning the child, giving the material facts upon which the
court may determ ne whether the child is a proper subject for
adoption, whether the petitioners or petitioner are suitable
parents for the child, whether the adoption is to its best
interest, and any other facts or circunstances that my be

material to the proposed adoption. The requirenent for a hone

study by a licensed social worker shall be applicable in al

adoptions, regardl ess of whether the applicable child-placing

agency is a for-profit agency or nonprofit agency, or is domciled

in Mssissippi or in another jurisdiction. The court in all cases

shall stay the proceedings in the cause for such reasonable tine

as may be necessary or required in the opinion of the court for
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the conpletion of the investigation and hone study report by the
person, officer, or hone designated and authorized to nmake the
sane.

Upon the filing of that consent or the conpletion of the

process and the filing of the investigation and honme study

report * * * and the presentation of such other evidence as may be
desired by the court, if the court determnes that it is to the
best interests of the child that an interlocutory decree of
adoption be entered, the court may thereupon enter an
interlocutory decree upon such terns and conditions as nay be
determ ned by the court, in its discretion, but including therein
that the conplete care, custody and control of the child shall be
vested in the petitioner or petitioners until further orders of
the court and that during such tinme the child shall be and remain
a ward of the court. |If the court determ nes by decree at any
time during the pendency of the proceeding that it is not to the
best interests of the child that the adoption proceed, the
petitioners shall be entitled to at |east five (5) days' notice
upon their attorneys of record and a hearing with the right of
appeal as provided by law froma dism ssal of the petition,;
however, the bond perfecting the appeal shall be filed within ten
(10) days fromthe entry of the decree of dism ssal and the bond
shall be in such anount as the chancellor may determ ne and
supersedeas may be granted by the chancellor or as otherw se
provi ded by | aw for appeal fromfinal decrees.

After the entry of the interlocutory decree and before entry
of the final decree, the court may require such further and
addi tional investigation and reports as it may deem proper. The
rights of the parties filing the consent or served with process
shall be subject to the decree but shall not be divested until
entry of the final decree.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2005.
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