M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2005

By: Senator(s) Dawkins, WIIlianson, Harden, To: Public Health and
Hyde- Sni t h Wl fare
SENATE BI LL NO 2947

1 AN ACT TO AUTHORI ZE THE PERFORMANCE OF MAMMOGRAMS W THOUT A

2 PRESCRI PTI ON FROM A LI CENSED PRACTI Tl ONER; TO PROVI DE FOR

3 NOTI FI CATION OF THE RESULTS; TO PROVIDE LIM TED | MMUNI TY FROM

4 CVIL LIABILITY; TO AVEND SECTI ON 83-9-108, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF

5 1972, TO PROVI DE DI RECT ACCESS W THOUT ANY REQUI REMENT FOR

6 SPECI ALTY REFERRAL FOR M NI MUM MAMMOGRAPHY EXAM NATI ONS COVERED BY

7 HEALTH COVERAGE | NSURANCE PLANS; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

8 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :

9 SECTION 1. (1) Notw thstanding any provision of Section

10 73-21-73, M ssissippi Code of 1972, or any physician protocol to
11 the contrary, any person who may |legally performa mamography in
12 this state may perform a screeni ng mamography w t hout the

13 direction by prescription of a licensed practitioner. A facility
14 offering screening manmogr aphy may request a referral for a

15 screening manmogram from a physician licensed to practice nedicine
16 by the M ssissippi State Board of Medical Exam ners.

17 (2) Each patient shall be given the opportunity to nanme a
18 physician to receive the results of any screeni ng mammogram

19 perfornmed pursuant to this section. The results nmailed to the

20 patient and to the naned physician shall clearly state whether the
21 need for any followup care is indicated by the mammobgram

22 (3) Any liability or responsibility for any subsequent or
23 followup care and treatnent of an individual who receives a

24  screeni ng manmogram pursuant to this section on the part of the
25 perforner of that screening manmogram or any physician perform ng
26 an assessnent of a screeni ng mamogram shal |l cease upon delivery
27 of the results or report of such screening mammogramto the

28 screened or tested individual and to any physician nanmed by the
29 patient to receive such results. These results shall be sent by
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certified mail, return receipt requested, and shall conply with
the reporting requirenments for mamography results in the federal
Mammogr aphy Qual ity Standards Act, 42 USC 263b, and any
regul ati ons promul gated pursuant thereto. The liability of a
supervising licensed practitioner for followup of patients
foll ow ng a screening mamogram shall be limted to informng the
patient and a desi gnated physician in accordance w th guidelines
i ssued under the Manmography Quality Standards Act, 42 USC 263b,
and any regul ati ons pronul gat ed pursuant thereto.

SECTION 2. Section 83-9-108, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

83-9-108. (1) Every insurer shall offer in each group or
i ndi vi dual policy, contract or certificate of health insurance
i ssued or renewed for persons who are residents of this state,
coverage for annual screenings by | ow dose manmography for al
wonen thirty-five (35) years of age or older for the presence of
occult breast cancer within the provisions of the policy, contract
or certificate. This coverage shall be offered on an optional
basis, and each primary insured nust accept or reject such
coverage in witing and accept responsibility for prem um paynent.

(2) Such benefits shall be at |east as favorable as for
ot her radi ol ogi cal exam nations and subject to the same dollar
limts, deductibles and coi nsurance factors. For purposes of this
section, "l ow dose mammogr aphy” neans the x-ray exam nation of the
breast using equi pnent dedi cated specifically for mamography,
including the x-ray tube, filter, conpression device, screens,
films and cassettes wth a radiation exposure which is
di agnostically valuable and in keeping with the recomended
"Average Patient Exposure CGuides" as published by the Conference
of Radiation Control ProgramDirectors, Inc.

(3) Except for cancer policies, nothing in this section

shall apply to accident-only, specified disease, hospital
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i ndemmity, Medicare supplenent, long-termcare or limted benefit
heal th i nsurance poli cies.

(4) No health coverage plan which is delivered or issued for

delivery in this state shall prevent any insured, beneficiary,

enroll ee, or subscriber fromhaving direct access, w thout any

requi renent for specialty referral, to the m ni num nmanmogr aphy

exam nation required to be covered by this section.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2005.
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