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Senator (s) Kirby To: Insurance

SENATE BI LL NO. 2939

AN ACT TO REQUI RE CERTAI N | NSURANCE POLI CI ES AND PLANS TO
OFFER ON AN OPTI ONAL BASI S MEDI CAL BENEFI TS FOR DI SORDERS WHI CH
ARE WTH N THE LAWFUL SCOPE OF PRACTI CE OF LI CENSED MARRI AGE AND
FAM LY THERAPI STS; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Every hospital, health or nedical expenses

i nsurance policy, hospital or nedical service contract, health
mai nt enance organi zati on and preferred provider organization that
is delivered or issued for delivery in this state shall offer
benefits for diagnosis and treatnment of nental, nervous or
enotional disorders which are within the | awful scope of practice
of a duly licensed marriage and fam |y therapist as defined in
Section 73-54-5. This coverage shall be offered on an optional
basis, and each primary insured nmust accept or reject such
coverage in witing and accept responsibility for prem um paynent.
The benefit provided by this coverage shall be subject to the
same annual deducti bl es or coi nsurance established for all other
covered benefits within a given policy, plan or contract. Private
third party payers nmay not reduce or elimnate coverage due to
t hese requirenents.
A duly licensed marriage and famly therapist shall be
entitled to participate in such policies, plans or contracts
provi ding for the diagnosis and treatnment of nmental, nervous or
enotional disorders only as authorized by Section 73-54-5 et seq.
SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2005.
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