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Senator(s) WIIlianson To: Elections

SENATE BI LL NO. 2912

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 23-15-801, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972,
TO CLARI FY THE DEFI NI TI ON OF " CANDI DATE" I N THE CAMPAI GN
CONTRI BUTI ONS LAW AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 23-15-801, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

23-15-801. (a) "Election"” shall nean a general, special,
primary or runoff election.

(b) "Candidate" shall nmean an individual who seeks
nom nation for election, or election, to any elective office other
than a federal elective office and for purposes of this article,
an individual shall be deened to seek nom nation for election, or
el ection:

(i) If such individual has received contributions
aggregating in excess of Two Hundred Dol lars ($200.00) or has nade
expendi tures aggregating in excess of Two Hundred Dol | ars
($200.00) or for a candidate for the Legislature or any statew de
or state district office, by the qualifying deadlines specified in
Sections 23-15-299 and 23-15-977, whichever occurs first; or

(ii) If such individual has given his or her consent to
anot her person to receive contributions or nake expenditures on
behal f of such individual and if such person has received such
contributions aggregating in excess of Two Hundred Dol |l ars
($200.00) during a calendar year, or has nmade such expenditures
aggregating in excess of Two Hundred Dol lars ($200.00) during a

cal endar year
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(c) "Political commttee" shall mean any commttee, party,
cl ub, association, political action commttee, canpaign conmttee
or other groups of persons or affiliated organizations which
recei ves contributions aggregating in excess of Two Hundred
Dol I ars ($200.00) during a cal endar year or which nmakes
expendi tures aggregating in excess of Two Hundred Dol | ars
($200. 00) during a cal endar year for the purpose of influencing or
attenpting to influence the action of voters for or against the
nom nation for election, or election, of one or nore clearly
identified candi dates, or balloted nmeasures and shall, in
addition, include each political party registered with the
Secretary of State.

(d) "Affiliated organization" shall mean any organi zation
which is not a political commttee, but which directly or
indirectly establishes, adm nisters or financially supports a

political commttee or clearly identified candidate.

(e) (i) "Contribution" shall include any gift,
subscription, |oan, advance or deposit of noney or anything of
val ue made by any person or political commttee for the purpose of

influencing any election of a clearly identified candi date for

el ective office or balloted neasure;
(iti) "Contribution" shall not include the val ue of
services provided wi thout conpensation by any individual who

vol unteers on behalf of a clearly identified candi date or

political commttee; or the cost of any food or beverage for use

in any clearly identified candidate's canpaign or for use by or on

behal f of any political commttee of a political party;

(tii) "Contribution to a political party" includes any
gift, subscription, |oan, advance or deposit of noney or anything
of val ue nmade by any person, political conmttee, or other
organi zation to a political party and to any conm ttee,

subconmmi ttee, canpaign commttee, political commttee and ot her
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groups of persons and affiliated organi zati ons of the political
party;

(tv) "Contribution to a political party" shall not
i nclude the value of services provided w thout conpensation by any
i ndi vi dual who volunteers on behalf of a political party or a

clearly identified candidate of a political party.

(f) (i) "Expenditure" shall include any purchase, paynent,
di stribution, |oan, advance, deposit, gift of noney or anything of
val ue, nmade by any person or political conmttee for the purpose

of influencing any ball oted neasure or election of any clearly

identified elective office; and a witten contract, prom se, or
agreenent to nmake an expenditure;

(i11) "Expenditure" shall not include any news story,
commentary or editorial distributed through the facilities of any
broadcasti ng station, newspaper, nagazine, or other periodical
publication, unless such facilities are owned or controlled by any

political party, political comnmttee, or clearly identified

candi date; or nonpartisan activity designed to encourage
individuals to vote or to register to vote;

(i) "Expenditure by a political party" includes 1.
any purchase, paynent, distribution, |oan, advance, deposit, gift
of noney or anything of value, nmade by any political party and by
any contractor, subcontractor, agent, and consultant to the
political party; and 2. a witten contract, prom se, or agreenent
to make such an expenditure.

(g) The term"identification" shall nean:

(i) In the case of any individual, the nanme, the
mai | i ng address, and the occupation of such individual, as well as
the name of his or her enployer; and

(i) In the case of any other person, the full nanme and
address of such person.

(h) The term"political party" shall nean an associ ation,

comm ttee or organization which nom nates a candidate for el ection
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to any el ective office whose nane appears on the el ection ball ot
as the candi date of such association, commttee or organization.

(i) The term"person"” shall nmean any individual, famly,
firm corporation, partnership, association or other |egal entity.

(j) The term"independent expenditure" shall nmean an
expenditure by a person expressly advocating the election or
defeat of a clearly identified candi date which is made w t hout
cooperation or consultation with any candi date or any authorized
comm ttee or agent of such candidate, and which is not nmade in
concert with or at the request or suggestion of any candi date or
any authorized conmttee or agent of such candi date.

(k) The term"clearly identified" shall nean that:

(1) The name of the candidate involved appears; or

(i1i) A photograph or drawi ng of the candi date appears;
or

(ti1) The identity of the candidate is apparent by
unanbi guous ref erence.

SECTION 2. The Attorney Ceneral of the State of M ssissipp
shall submt this act, imedi ately upon approval by the Governor,
or upon approval by the Legislature subsequent to a veto, to the
Attorney Ceneral of the United States or to the United States
District Court for the District of Colunmbia in accordance with the
provi sions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as anended and
ext ended.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after the date it is effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting

Ri ghts Act of 1965, as anended and ext ended.
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