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Senat or (s) Hyde-Snmith To: Judiciary, Division B

SENATE BI LL NO. 2902

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 63-2-7, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO
PROVI DE AN ENHANCED PENALTY FOR FAlI LURE OF AN OPERATOR OR
PASSENGER TO WEAR A SEATBELT I F CH LD OF CERTAIN AGE IS A
PASSENGER; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 63-2-7, Mssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

63-2-7. (1) (a) Awviolation of this chapter shall be a
m sdeneanor, puni shable by a fine of Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00)
upon conviction; however, only the operator of a vehicle may be
fined for a violation of this chapter by the operator or for a
violation of this chapter by a passenger.

(b) No fine shall be inposed against the operator for a

violation of this chapter by the operator or by a front-seat

passenger, unless at the tine the operator was charged with a

violation of this chapter, a child aged eight (8) years or younger

was a passenger in the vehicle or the operator also was charged

wi th some other offense not in this chapter and he is convicted of

bot h of f enses.

)

c) * * * An operator may be fined for a violation of

this chapter by a child who is at |east four (4) years of age but
under eight (8) years of age, regardl ess of the seat that the
child occupi es and regardl ess of whether the operator was charged
and convicted of sone other offense at the tine the operator was
charged with said violation of this chapter.

(d) Except as provided in subsection (3) of this

section, the maximumfine that may be inposed agai nst the operator

of a vehicle for a violation of this chapter by the operator or
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for a violation of this chapter by one or nore passengers shall be
Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00) in the aggregate.

(2) Aviolation of this chapter shall not be entered on the
driving record of any individual so convicted, nor shall any state
assessnent provided for by Section 99-19-73, or any other state
| aw, be inposed or coll ected.

(3) Any person convicted of an offense under this section,

when a child aged eight (8) years or younger was a passenger in

the vehicle at the tinme of the violation, shall be sentenced to a

fine of not | ess than One Hundred Dol |l ars ($100. 00).

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2005.
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