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Senator(s) Tollison To: Judiciary, Division B

SENATE BI LL NO. 2867

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 63-1-79, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
REVI SE AND CLARI FY THE CONDI TI ONS PERTAI NI NG TO DI ABETI CS WHO ARE
ENTI TLED TO A COWERCI AL DRI VER S LI CENSE; AND FOR RELATED
PURPGOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 63-1-79, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

63-1-79. (1) Except as otherwi se provided in this article,
no person shall be issued a commercial driver's |icense under this
article unless that person is a resident of this state, is
twenty-one (21) years of age or ol der, has passed a know edge and
skills test for driving a comrercial notor vehicle which conplies
Wi th m ni mum standards established by applicable federal
regul ati ons, and has satisfied all other requirements of the CWSA
in addition to other requirenments inposed by state | aw or federal
regul ation. The tests shall be prescribed and conducted by the
Comm ssi oner of Public Safety. Notw thstanding the m ni num age
requi renents for issuance of a commercial driver's |icense under
this article, any person seventeen (17) years of age or ol der who
ot herwi se neets all requirenents for issuance of a commerci al
driver's license may be issued a commercial driver's license with
an endorsenent thereon which authorizes the licensee to drive a
comercial notor vehicle within the geographi c boundaries of this
state only.

(2) Notwi thstanding the provisions of subsection (1) of this
section, the Comm ssioner of Public Safety may authorize anot her
person, including an agency, department, institution, political

subdi vision or instrunentality of this or another state, an
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enpl oyer, a private driver training facility or other private
institution, to admnister the skills test specified by this
section, provided:

(a) The test is the sanme which woul d ot herw se be
adm ni stered by the Comm ssioner of Public Safety; and

(b) Such person has entered into an agreenent with this
state which conplies with requirenents of applicable federa
regul ati ons.

(3) Notwi thstanding the provisions of subsection (1) of this
section, the Comm ssioner of Public Safety shall waive the
know edge test and/or skills test specified in this section for a
commercial driver's license applicant who neets any wai ver
requi renents of applicable federal regulations.

(4) A comercial driver's license or conmercial driver
instruction permt shall not be issued to a person while the
person is subject to a disqualification fromdriving a commerci al
not or vehicle or while the person's driver's |license is suspended,
revoked or cancelled in any state; nor may a comercial driver's
| icense be issued to a person who has a commercial driver's
| icense issued by any other state unless the person first
surrenders all such licenses, which nust be returned to the
i ssuing state or states for cancell ation.

(5 (a) A comercial driver instruction permt nay be
i ssued to an individual who has passed the vision and witten
tests required for the class of commercial driver's |icense
applied for under this article.

(b) Unless the Comm ssioner of Public Safety waives the
skills test for a comercial driver's |license applicant as
provi ded under this article, any person applying for a commerci al
driver's license under this article shall be required to obtain a
commercial driver instruction permt before applying for or

obt ai ni ng such commercial driver's |icense.
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(c) A comercial driver instruction permt shall not be

i ssued for a period to exceed six (6) nmonths. Only three (3)
renewal s shall be granted within a three-year period. The hol der
of a commercial driver instruction permt may, unless otherw se
disqualified, drive a commercial notor vehicle only when
acconpani ed by the holder of a comrercial driver's license valid
for the type of vehicle driven who occupies a seat beside the
i ndi vidual for the purpose of giving instruction in driving the
commer ci al notor vehicle.

(6) Notw thstanding any requirenment inposed by state | aw or
state or federal regulations restricting the issuance of a

commercial driver's license to a person with insulin-treated

di abetes nellitus, a person with insulin-treated diabetes nellitus

may be issued a comercial driver's license if the person
otherwi se neets all qualifications for issuance provided:

(a) The driver is physically exam ned every year * * *
by a board-certified/eligible endocrinologist attesting to the
fact that the driver * * *:

(i) 1. a. Has had no recurrent hypoglycemc

reactions resulting in a | oss of consciousness or seizure within

the past five (5) years;

b. Has had no recurrent hypoglycem c

reactions requiring the assistance of another person within the

past five (5) years;

c. Has had no recurrent hypogl ycem c

reactions resulting in inpaired cognitive function which occurred

w t hout warning synptons within the past five (5) years;

2. "Recurrent hypoglycem c reaction" neans

two or nore in any twelve-nonth period; a period of one (1) year

of denonstrated stability foll owm ng an epi sode of hypoglycema is

required for two (2) successive hypoglycem c reactions not to be

consi dered recurrent;
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(ii) 1s able to and has denonstrated willingness
to properly nonitor and manage the person's diabetes; and

(iii) 1s not likely to suffer any dimnution in
driving ability due to the person's diabetic condition.

(b) The driver is physically exam ned every year by an

opht hal nol ogi st or optonetrist to ensure that the driver has no

proliferative diabetic retinopathy or other clinically significant

eye di sease;

(c) The driver agrees to and conplies with the
foll om ng conditions:
(i) A source of rapidly absorbabl e gl ucose shal
be carried at all tinmes while driving;
(1i) Blood glucose |evels shall be self-nonitored
one (1) hour prior to driving and at | east once every four (4)
hours while driving or on duty prior to driving using a portable

gl ucose nonitoring device equi pped with a conputerized nenory. |If

glucose is equal to or greater than 100ng/dl, glucose or food

shall be taken, with glucose rechecked in thirty (30) m nutes.

This process nust be repeated until glucose is | ess than 100

ng/dl. The person shall not drive until glucose is |less than 100

my/ di ;

(ti1) Submt blood glucose logs to the
endocri nol ogi st or nedi cal exam ner at the annual exam nation or
when ot herwi se directed by the Departnment of Public Safety;

(iv) Provide a copy of the endocrinol ogist's
report to the nedical exam ner at the tine of the annual nedi cal
exam nati on; and

(v) Provide a copy of the annual nedi cal
certification to the person's enployer for retention in the
driver's qualification file and retain a copy of the certification
on his person while driving for presentation to a duly authorized

federal, state or |ocal enforcenent official.
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(d)

The commrercial license issued under this subsection

(6) wll bear an endorsenent restricting comrercial driving on the

license to driving only within the boundaries of M ssissippi.

SECTI ON 2.

and after July
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This act shall take effect and be in force from

1, 2005.

*SS01/R763*
ST: Commercial driver's license; revise and
clarify conditions inposed upon diabetics
obt ai ni ng.



