M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2005

By: Senator(s) Posey 'Fl;o: y Wldlife, Fisheries and
ar ks

SENATE BI LL NO. 2854

1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 49-5-13, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
2 AUTHORI ZE THE COWMM SSI ON ON W LDLI FE, FI SHERI ES AND PARKS TO

3 CHARCE FEES FOR CERTAI N USES ON W LDLI FE MANAGEMENT AREAS; AND FOR
4 RELATED PURPCSES.

5 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
6 SECTION 1. Section 49-5-13, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

7 anended as follows:

8 49-5-13. (1) The conm ssion nmay adopt rules and regul ati ons
9 regulating public hunting and fishing in any wildlife conservation
10 rmanagenent projects or wildlife conservation hunting and fishing
11 refuges constructed under this chapter, and may prescribe and

12 collect fees for the privilege of hunting, fishing and other uses
13 in such projects and shall have general authority to operate such
14 wldlife conservation nmanagenent areas or refuges.

15 (2) The comm ssion nmay adopt such rules and regul ati ons that
16 may be necessary for the nanagenment and control of such wildlife
17 conservation nmanagenent areas or refuges.

18 (3) The Departnent of Finance and Admi nistration may | ease
19 any lands other than woodl ands owned by the state within wildlife
20 conservation managenent areas as |long as such lands are not within
21 the boundaries of the used portions of such areas and so | ong as
22 such lands are | eased as provided for in subsections (4) and (5)
23 of this section. The rental fromany such |ease is to be paid to
24 the conm ssion and expended as hereinafter provided.

25 (4) The conmm ssion shall recommend to the Departnent of

26 Finance and Adm ni stration the nunber of acres of land within

27 wildlife conservati on managenent areas which should be | eased to
28 private entities. The Departnent of Finance and Adm nistration
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shall have the authority to |lease for agricultural purposes that
| and so recommended for not |ess than one (1) nor nore than five
(5) years. The Departnent of Finance and Adm ni stration shal
| ease the lands for cash rent only. The Departnent of Finance and
Adm ni stration shall reserve and exclude from any such | ands the
hunting rights on the lands at all tinmes after the crops are
harvested and until the |ands are again pl anted.

(5 It shall be the duty of the Departnent of Finance and
Adm ni stration to | ease such | ands at public contract upon the
subm ssion of two (2) or nore sealed bids to the Departnent of
Fi nance and Adm ni stration after having advertised such |and for
rent in a newspaper of general circulation published in the county
in which the land is |ocated, or if no newspaper be published in
said county, then in a newspaper having a general circulation
therein, for a period of not |less than two (2) successive weeks.
The first publication shall be nmade not | ess than ten (10) days
prior to the date of such public contract, and the | ast
publication shall be made not nore than seven (7) days prior to
such date. The Departnent of Finance and Adm ni stration shal
have the authority to reject any and all bids. If all bids on a
tract or parcel of land are rejected, the Departnent of Finance
and Adm nistration nmay then advertise for new bids on that tract
or parcel of land. Successful bidders shall take possession of
their | easeholds at such tinme authorized by the Departnent of
Fi nance and Adm nistration. Provided, however, rent shall be due
no later than the day upon which the | essee shall assune
possession of the | easehold, and shall be due on the anniversary
date for each follow ng year of the | ease. The Departnent of
Fi nance and Adm ni stration shall have the rights and renedi es for
the security and collection of such rents given by law to
| andl ords. Upon the execution of the | eases as authorized by this
section, the |leased |l and shall be liable to be taxed as ot her

| ands are taxed during the continuance of the | ease, but in case
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of sale thereon for taxes, only the title of the | easehol der or

his heirs or assigns shall pass by the sale.

SECTI ON 2.

This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2005.
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ST: WlIldlife nanagenent areas; authorize
Conmm ssion on Wldlife, Fisheries and Parks to
charge fee for certain uses.



