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Senator(s) Collott To: Hi ghways and
Transportation

SENATE BI LL NO. 2819

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 77-1-21, M SSISSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
TRANSFER THE LAW ENFORCEMENT FUNCTI ONS OF THE M SSI SSI PPI MOTOR
CARRI ER REGULATORY LAW OF 1938 FROM THE M SSI SSI PPl DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATI ON TO THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLI C SAFETY; AND FOR RELATED
PURPGOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 77-1-21, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

77-1-21. (1) For the purpose of enforcing the provisions of
the M ssissippi Mdtor Carrier Regulatory Law of 1938, the * * *

Department of Public Safety is authorized to enploy, in addition

to personnel already enployed by the departnent, |aw enforcenent
of ficers, who shall be under the managenent of the departnent.

Such officers shall devote their full tinme to the perfornmance of

their duties and shall take an oath faithfully to performthe
duties of their position. The departnment shall require bonds to
be carried on such enpl oyees as the departnent may deem necessary,
the cost thereof to be paid by the departnent. Such | aw
enforcenment officers shall be qualified by experience and training
in |aw enforcenent or investigative work, and shall attend and
satisfactorily conplete an appropriate course of instruction
establ i shed by the Conm ssioner of Public Safety at the Law
Enforcement O ficers Training Acadeny. The | aw enforcenent
officers referred to in this section shall be selected after an
exam nation as to physical and nmental fitness. Such enpl oyees
shall be citizens of the United States and the State of

M ssi ssi ppi, and of good noral character. All such nenbers of
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staff shall be appointed by the * * * Departnent of Public Safety

and shall be subject to renoval at any tinme by the departnent.

(2) The M ssissippi Departnent of Transportation shal

transfer all |aw enforcenent officers, equipnent, inventory and

resources of the departnment enployed and used to enforce the Mdtor

Carrier Regulatory Law of 1938 to the * * * Departnent of Public
Safety on July 1, 2005. The transfer of personnel shall be
commensurate with the nunber and classification of positions
all ocated to that | aw enforcenent. The transfer also shal
i ncl ude direct support, clerical, data processing and
comuni cations positions allocated to that | aw enforcenent.

(3) The Public Service Comm ssion shall transfer to

the * * * Departnent of Public Safety each year the anpunt of

funds necessary to support the | aw enforcenent functions being
performed for the comm ssion by the departnent, as specified in
the appropriation bill for the Public Service Comm ssion.

(4) Any reference in any statute, rule or regulation to | aw
enforcenent duties being perforned by the Public Service
Comm ssion shall be construed to nmean | aw enforcenent duties being
performed for the comm ssion by the * * * Departnent of Public
Saf ety.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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