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Senat or (s) Dawki ns To: Public Health and
Vel fare

SENATE BI LL NO. 2809

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 41-9-17, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
EMPONER THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH TO REQUI RE LI CENSED
HOSPI TALS TO REPORT QUTCOVE PERFORVANCE RATI NGS FOR PROVI DI NG
CERTAI N CORE EMERGENCY MEDI CAL TREATMENT PROCEDURES; TO AUTHORI ZE
THE DEPARTMENT TO CONTRACT W TH THE M SSI SSI PPl HOSPI TAL
ASSOCI ATI ON TO PROVI DE NECESSARY TRAI NI NG AND ADM NI STRATI VE
SUPPORT FOR LI CENSED HOSPI TALS TO COVPLY W TH SUCH OQUTCOVE CORE
PERFORMANCE REPORTI NG STANDARDS; TO AUTHORI ZE HOSPI TALS TO CHARGE
A FEE TO DEFRAY THE COST OF MEETI NG M NI MUM EMERGENCY ROOM
STANDARDS; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 41-9-17, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

41-9-17. (1) The licensing agency shall adopt, amend,
pronul gate and enforce such rules, regulations and standards with
respect to all hospitals to be |icensed under Section 41-9-11 as
may be designed to further the acconplishment of the purposes of
Sections 41-9-1 through 41-9-35 in pronoting safe and adequate
treatment of individuals in hospitals in the interest of public
health, safety and welfare. Any rule, regulation or standard
adopt ed hereunder shall be considered as promul gated and effective
fromand after the tinme the sane is recorded and indexed in a book
to be maintained by the licensing agency in its main office in the
State of M ssissippi, entitled "M ni mum Standard of COperation for
M ssi ssi ppi Hospitals.” Said book shall be open and available to
all hospitals and the public generally at all reasonable tines.
Upon the adoption of any such rule, regulation or standard, the
| i censi ng agency shall mail copies thereof to all hospitals in the
state which have filed with said agency their nanmes and addresses
for this purpose, but the failure to mail the sanme or the failure

of the hospital to receive the sane shall in now se affect the
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validity thereof. No such rules, regulations or standards shal
be adopted or enforced which would have the effect of denying a
license to a hospital or other institution required to be
|icensed, solely by reason of the school or system of practice
enpl oyed or permtted to be enpl oyed therein.

(2) Beginning July 1, 2006, the State Board of Health shal

promul gate rules and regul ations requiring |icensed hospitals to

meet m ni nrum standards and publi sh outcone perfornmance ratings for

equi pnent, procedures and records which are required on a

voluntary basis by the Joint Conmm ssion on Accreditation of

Heal t hcare Organi zations for the foll ow ng core procedures that

are considered crucial for proper treatnent of energency nedi cal

condi ti ons:

(a) Heart attack procedures:

(i) Adm nister aspirin on arrival at hospital and

di schar ge;

(ii) Admnister beta bl ocker drug on arrival and

di scharge to stabilize heartbeat; and

(ti1) Admnister ACE inhibitor drug to wi den bl ood

vessel s and reduce strain on the heart;

(b) Congestive heart failure procedures:

(i) Assess the functioning of heart's |eft

ventricle; and

(ii1) Adm nister ACE inhibitor drug; and

(c) Pneunoni a procedures:

(1) Admnister first antibiotic dose within four

(4) hours of arrival at hospital;

(i11) Vaccinate agai nst pneunococcal bacteria; and

(i1ii1) Measure |levels of oxygen in blood.

The State Board of Health shall contract with the M ssissipp

Hospital Association to provide necessary training and

adm ni strative support for each |licensed hospital to conply with

sai d out cone performance standards, and shall publish an annual
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report to the Legislature rating each |icensed hospital on quality

of conpliance with said standards.

Each |icensed hospital is authorized to charge a fee of One

Dol lar ($1.00) per each enmergency roomvisit per patient to defray

t he expense of neeting m nimumjoint conm ssion standards for core

pr ocedures.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2005.
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