M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2005

By: Senator(s) Pickering, Flowers, Hewes, To: Public Health and
Doxey, Wiite, Mchel, Davis, Brown, Morgan, Vel fare; Appropriations
Ross, Jackson (15t h)
SENATE BI LL NO 2777

1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ONS 41-86-3 AND 41-86-5, M SSI SSI PP

2 CODE OF 1972, TO REVISE THE ELI A BI LI TY FOR BENEFI TS UNDER THE

3 MSSISSIPPI CH LDREN S HEALTH CARE ACT (CHI P); AND FOR RELATED

4  PURPCSES.

5 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

6 SECTION 1. Section 41-86-3, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

7 anended as follows:

8 41-86-3. (1) There is established a statewide Children's

9 Health Insurance Programunder Title XXl of the Social Security
10 Act to provide child health care assistance to targeted,

11 uninsured, lowincone children to be adm nistered by the Division
12 of Medicaid in the Ofice of the Governor. The term "targeted,
13 lowincone child" means a child through age ei ghteen (18) who has
14 been determined eligible for child health assistance and who is a
15 Jlowincone child, or is a child whose fam |y incone exceeds the
16 Medicaid applicable incone | evel, but does not exceed one hundred
17 thirty-five percent (135% of the federal poverty level, and is
18 not eligible for nmedical assistance under Title XIX or is not

19 covered under a group health plan.

20 (2) The Children's Health Insurance Program shall provide
21 the sane benefits to children enrolled in the programas are

22 provided to Medicaid recipients under the M ssissippi Medicaid

23 Laws, Section 43-13-117.

24 (3) The Children's Health Insurance Program shall be

25 established subject to the availability of funds specifically

26 appropriated by the Legislature for this purpose and federal

27 matching funds as set forth in Title XXI of the Social Security
28 Act.
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(4) In admnistering the Children's Health I nsurance
Program the D vision of Medicaid shall have all the authority,
duties and responsibilities set forth in Section 43-13-101 et seq.

(5) This section authorizes the Division of Medicaid to
submt a tenporary plan for children's health insurance to the
U. S. Departnent of Health and Human Servi ces.

(6) Fromand after the full inplenentation of the permanent
State Child Health Plan authorized under Section 5 of this act,
this section shall have no force and effect.

SECTION 2. Section 41-86-5, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

41-86-5. As used in Sections 41-86-5 through 41-86-17, the
follow ng definitions shall have the neanings ascribed in this
section, unless the context indicates otherw se:

(a) "Act" neans the Mssissippi Children's Health Care
Act .

(b) "Adm nistering agency" neans the agency designated
by the Mssissippi Children's Health Insurance Program Conmm ssion
to adm ni ster the program

(c) "Board" neans the State and Public School Enpl oyees
Heal t h I nsurance Managenent Board created under Section 25-15-303.

(d) "Child" neans an individual who is under nineteen
(19) years of age who is not eligible for Medicaid benefits and is
not covered by other health insurance.

(e) "Comm ssion" neans the Mssissippi Children's
Heal t h I nsurance Program Comm ssion created by Section 41-86-7.

(f) "Covered benefits" nmeans the types of health care
benefits and services provided to eligible recipients
under the Children's Health Care Program

(g "Division" neans the Division of Medicaid in the

Ofice of the Governor.
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(h) "Lowincone child" means a child whose famly

i ncone does not exceed one hundred thirty-five percent (135% of

the poverty level for a famly of the size involved.

(i) "Plan" nmeans the State Child Health Pl an.

(j) "Programt nmeans the Children's Health Care Program
established by Sections 41-86-5 through 41-86-17.

(k) "Recipient" neans a person who is eligible for
assi stance under the program

(I') "State Child Health Plan" neans the permanent plan
that sets forth the manner and neans by which the State of
M ssissippi will provide health care assistance to eligible
uni nsured, | owinconme children consistent with the provisions of
Title XXI of the federal Social Security Act, as anended.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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