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Senat or (s) Dawki ns To: Public Health and
Vel fare

SENATE BI LL NO. 2762

AN ACT TO PROVI DE THAT FROM AND AFTER JULY 1, 2004,
APPO NTMENTS TO CERTAI N PUBLI C HEALTH RELATED EXECUTI VE AGENCY
BOARDS AND COWM SSI ONS SHALL BE MADE FROM THE FOUR M SSI SSI PPI
CONGRESSI ONAL DI STRI CTS ON A PHASED-I N BASI'S; TO AMEND SECTI ONS
41-4-3, 43-13-409, 73-15-9, 73-19-7, 73-31-5, 73-53-8 AND 73-67-9,
M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, I N CONFORM TY THERETG, AND FOR RELATED
PURPGOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
STATE BOARD OF MENTAL HEALTH

SECTION 1. Section 41-4-3, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

41-4-3. (1) There is hereby created a State Board of Mental
Health, herein referred to as "board," consisting of nine (9)
menbers, to be appointed by the Governor, with the advice and
consent of the Senate, each of whomshall be a qualified el ector
One (1) nenber shall be appointed from each congressional district
as presently constituted; and four (4) nenbers shall be appointed
fromthe state at |arge, one (1) of whomshall be a |icensed
nmedi cal doctor who is a psychiatrist, one (1) of whomshall hold a
Ph. D. degree and be a |icensed clinical psychol ogist, one (1) of
whom shal | be a |icensed nedical doctor, and one (1) of whom shal
be a social worker with experience in the nental health field.

* ok %

Each nmenber of the initial board shall serve for a term of
years represented by the nunmber of his congressional district; two
(2) state-at-large nenbers shall serve for a termof six (6)
years; two (2) state-at-large nenbers shall serve for a term of
seven (7) years; subsequent appointnments shall be for seven-year

terms and the Governor shall fill any vacancy for the unexpired
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term The nenbers of the board as constituted on July 1, 2005,

whose terns have not expired shall serve the bal ance of their

terms, after which tinme the nenbership of the board shall be

appointed as follows: There shall be appointed two (2) nenbers of

the board fromeach of the four (4) M ssissippi congressional

districts as they currently exist, and one (1) fromthe state at

| arge, to be designated at the tine of appointnent, and the

Governor shall make appointnments fromthe congressional district

havi ng the smal |l est nunber of board nenbers until the nenbership

i ncludes two (2) nenbers from each congressional district as

required.

The board shall elect a chairman whose termof office shal
be one (1) year and until his successor shall be el ected.

(2) Each board nenber shall be entitled to a per diemas is
aut hori zed by |aw and all actual and necessary expenses, including
m | eage as provided by law, incurred in the discharge of official
duties.

(3) The board shall hold regular neetings nonthly and such
speci al neetings deened necessary, except that no action shall be
taken unless there is present a quorum of at |east five (5)
menbers.

HEALTH CARE TRUST FUND AND EXPENDABLE FUND BOARD

SECTION 2. Section 43-13-409, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

43-13-409. (1) There is established a board of directors to
invest the funds in the Health Care Trust Fund and the Health Care
Expendabl e Fund. The board of directors shall consist of thirteen
(13) nenbers as foll ows:

(a) Seven (7) voting nenbers as follows: The State
Treasurer, or his designee, the Attorney CGeneral, or his designee,
and one (1) nenber from each congressional district to be
appoi nted by the Governor with the advice and consent of the

Senate. O the nenbers appoi nted by the Governor, one (1) nenber
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shal |l be appointed for an initial termthat expires on March 1,
2000; one (1) nenber shall be appointed for an initial termthat
expires on March 1, 2001; one (1) nenber shall be appointed for an
initial termthat expires on March 1, 2002; one (1) nenber shal

be appointed for an initial termthat expires on March 1, 2003;
and one (1) nenber shall be appointed for an initial termthat
expires on March 1, 2004. Upon the expiration of any of the
initial ternms of office, the Governor shall appoint successors by
and with the advice and consent of the Senate for terns of five
(5) years fromthe expiration date of the previous term Any
nmenber appoi nted by the Governor shall be eligible for

reappoi ntnment. Each nenber appointed by the Governor shal

possess know edge, skill and experience in business or financial
matters commensurate wth the duties and responsibilities of the
board of directors in adm nistering the Health Care Trust Fund and

the Health Care Expendabl e Fund. The nenbers appoi nted by the

Governor as constituted on July 1, 2005, whose terns have not

expired shall serve the balance of their terns, after which tine

t he gubernatorial appointnments shall be nmade as follows: There

shal | be appointed one (1) nenber of the board fromeach of the

four (4) M ssissippi congressional districts as they currently

exist, and one (1) fromthe state at |arge, and the Governor shal

make appoi ntnents fromthe congressional district having the

smal | est nunber of board nenbers until the nenbership includes one

(1) nmenber fromeach district as required.

(b) Two (2) nonvoting, advisory nenbers of the Senate
shal | be appointed by the Lieutenant Governor, and one (1)
nonvoti ng, advisory representative of the health care community
shal | be appointed by the Lieutenant Governor, who shall serve for
the length of the termof the appointing official and shall be
eligible for reappointnent.

(c) Two (2) nonvoting, advisory nenbers of the House of

Representati ves shall be appointed by the Speaker of the House,
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and one (1) nonvoting, advisory representative of the health care
comunity shall be appointed by the Speaker of the House, who
shall serve for the length of the termof the appointing official
and shall be eligible for reappointnent.

(d) Any person appointed to fill a vacancy on the board
of directors shall be appointed in the sanme manner as for a
regul ar appoi ntnent and shall serve for the renai nder of the
unexpired termonly.

(2) Nonlegislative nenbers of the board of directors shal
serve w thout conpensation, but shall be reinbursed for each day's
official duties of the board at the sane per diem as established
by Section 25-3-69, and actual travel and | odgi ng expenses as
established by Section 25-3-41. Legislative nenbers of the board
of directors shall receive the sane per diem and expense
rei nbursenent as for attending commttee neetings when the
Legislature is not in regular session.

(3) The State Treasurer shall be the chairman of the board
of directors. The board of directors shall annually elect one (1)
menber to serve as vice chairman of the board. The vice chairnman
shall act as chairman in the absence of or upon the disability of
the chairman or if there is a vacancy in the office of chairman.

(4) Al expenses of the board of directors in carrying out
its duties and responsibilities under this article, including the
paynent of per diem and expenses of the nonl egislative nenbers of
the board, shall be paid fromfunds appropriated to the State
Treasurer's office for that purpose.

(5) The board of directors shall invest the funds in the
Health Care Trust Fund and the Health Care Expendable Fund in any
of the investnents authorized for the M ssissippi Prepaid
Affordabl e Col |l ege Tuition Program under Section 37-155-9, and
those investnents shall be subject to the limtations prescribed

by Section 37-155-9.
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(6) In furtherance of the powers granted under subsection
(5) of this section, the board of directors shall have such powers
as necessary or convenient to carry out the purposes and
provisions of this article, including, but not limted to, the
foll ow ng express powers:

(a) To contract for necessary goods and services, to
enpl oy necessary personnel, and to engage the services of
consultants for adm nistrative and technical assistance in
carrying out its duties and responsibilities in admnistering the
Health Care Trust Fund and the Health Care Expendabl e Fund;

(b) To admi nister the Health Care Trust Fund and the
Heal th Care Expendable Fund in a manner that is sufficiently
actuarially sound to neet the obligations of this article and to
establish a conprehensive investnent plan for the purposes of this
article, which shall specify the investnent policies to be
utilized by the board of directors in adm nistering the funds;

(c) Subject to the terns, conditions, limtations and
restrictions specified in Section 37-155-9, the board of directors
shal | have power to sell, assign, transfer and di spose of any of
the securities and investnments of the Health Care Trust Fund and
the Health Care Expendabl e Fund, provided that any such sal e,
assignnment or transfer has the majority approval of the entire
board; and

(d) To annually prepare or cause to be prepared a
report setting forth in appropriate detail an accounting of the
Health Care Trust Fund and the Health Care Expendabl e Fund and a
description of the financial condition of the funds at the close
of each fiscal year, including any recomrendations for |egislation
regardi ng the investnent authority of the board of directors over
the funds. The report shall be submtted to the Governor and the
Legi sl ative Budget O fice on or before Septenber 1 of each fiscal
year.

M SSI SSI PPI BOARD OF NURSI NG
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SECTION 3. Section 73-15-9, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

73-15-9. (1) There is hereby created a board to be known as
the M ssissippi Board of Nursing, conposed of thirteen (13)
menbers, two (2) of whom shall be nurse educators; three (3) of
whom shal | be registered nurses in clinical practice, two (2) to
have as basic nursing preparation an associ ate degree or dipl oma
and one (1) to have as basic nursing preparation a baccal aureate
degree; one (1) of whomshall be a registered nurse at |arge; one
(1) of whomshall be a registered nurse practitioner; four (4) of
whom shal |l be licensed practical nurses; one (1) of whomshall be
a |licensed physician who shall always be a nenber of the State
Board of Medical Licensure; and one (1) of whom shall represent
consuners of health services. There shall be at |east one (1)
board nmenber from each congressional district in the state;
provi ded, however, that the physician nmenber, the consuner
representative nenber and one (1) registered nurse nenber shall be

at large always. The nenbers of the board as constituted on July

1, 2005, whose terns have not expired shall serve the bal ance of

their terns, after which tinme the nenbership of the board shall be

appointed as follows: There shall be appointed not |ess than two

(2) nmenbers and not nore than three (3) nenbers of the board from

each of the four (4) M ssissippi congressional districts as they

currently exist, and the Governor shall nake appointnents fromthe

congressional district having the snmall est nunber of board nenbers

until the nenbership includes at | east two (2) nenbers from each

congressional district as required, and the nom nating

organi zati on and/ or associ ation shall make nom nations to the

Governor fromthe appropriate congressional district.

(2) Menbers of the M ssissippi Board of Nursing, excepting
the nmenber of the State Board of Medical Licensure, shall be
appoi nted by the Governor, with the advice and consent of the

Senate, fromlists of nom nees submtted by any M ssissipp
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regi stered nurse organi zati on and/ or associ ation chartered by the
State of M ssissippi whose board of directors is elected by the
nmenber shi p and whose nenbershi p i ncludes registered nurses
statew de, for the nom nation of registered nurses, and by the

M ssi ssi ppi Federation of Licensed Practical Nurses and the

M ssi ssippi Licensed Practical Nurses' Association for the

nom nation of a licensed practical nurse. Nom nations submtted
by any such registered nurse organi zation or association to fil
vacanci es on the board shall be nade and voted on by registered
nurses only. Each list of nom nees shall contain a m ni mum of
three (3) nanes for each vacancy to be filled. The |list of names
shall be submitted at least thirty (30) days before the expiration
of the termfor each position. |[If such list is not submtted, the
Governor is authorized to make an appointnment fromthe group
affected and w thout nom nations. Appointnments made to fil
vacanci es for unexpired ternms shall be for the duration of such
terms and until a successor is duly appointed.

(3) Menbers of the board shall be appointed in staggered
terms for four (4) years or until a successor shall be duly
qualified. No nenber nay serve nore than two (2) consecutive ful
terms. Menbers of the board serving on July 1, 1988, shal
continue to serve for their appointed terns.

(4) Vacancies occurring by reason of resignation, death or
ot herwi se shall be filled by appoi ntnent of the Governor upon
nom nations froma list of nomnees fromthe affected group to be
submtted within not nore than thirty (30) days after such a
vacancy occurs. In the absence of such list, the Governor is
authorized to fill such vacancy in accordance with the provisions
for making full-term appointnents. All vacancy appoi ntnents shal
be for the unexpired terns.

(5 Any nenber may be renoved fromthe board by the Governor
after a hearing by the board and provided such renoval is

recommended by the executive conmttee of the affected group.
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STATE BOARD OF OPTOVETRY

SECTION 4. Section 73-19-7, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

73-19-7. The Governor, with the advice and consent of the
Senate, shall appoint a State Board of Optonetry, consisting of
five (5) persons, citizens of M ssissippi, each of whomshall be a
nonnedi cal man or woman actually engaged in the practice of
optonetry for five (5) years next preceding his appointnent.
Wthin ninety (90) days after March 25, 1974, the Governor shal
appoint: one (1) nenber for a termof one (1) year, one (1)
menber for a termof tw (2) years, one (1) nenber for a term of
three (3) years, one (1) nmenber for a termof four (4) years, and
one (1) nenber for a termof five (5) years; and upon the
expiration of all such terns their successors shall be appointed
by the Governor for a termof five (5) years. Fromand after July
1, 1983, the appointnents to the board shall be nade with one (1)
menber to be appointed fromeach of the congressional districts as
exi sting on January 1, 1980; provided that the present nenbers of
the State Board of Optonetry whose terns have not expired by July
1, 1983, shall continue to serve until their terns of office have
expired. Each nenber shall remain in office after the expiration
of his termuntil his successor shall be duly appoi nted and

qualified. The nenbers of the board as constituted on July 1,

2005, whose terns have not expired shall serve the bal ance of

their terns, after which tinme the nenbership of the board shall be

appointed as follows: There shall be appointed one (1) nenber of

the board fromeach of the four (4) M ssissippi congressional

districts as they currently exist, and one (1) fromthe state at

| arge, and the Governor shall nake appointnents fromthe

congressional district having the snmall est nunber of board nenbers

until the nenbership includes one (1) nenber from each

congressional district as required; and the M ssissippi Optonetric

S. B. No. 2762 *SS01/R669*
05/ SS01/ R669
PAGE 8



259
260
261
262
263
264
265
266
267
268
269
270
271
272
273
274
275
276
277
278
279
280
281
282
283
284
285
286
287
288
289
290
291

Associ ation shall nake nom nations to the Governor fromthe

appropriate congressional district.

No person so appointed shall be a stockholder in or a nenber
of the faculty or of the board of trustees of any school of
optonetry, or serve to exceed two (2) five-year ternmns.

Vacanci es on said board shall be filled by appointnent by the
Governor, wth the advice and consent of the Senate, froma I|ist
of nanes submtted by the M ssissippi Optonetric Association
consisting of three (3) of its menbers, or by appointnment of any
qualified nmenber of the association.

M SSI SSI PPI  BOARD OF PSYCHOLOGY

SECTION 5. Section 73-31-5, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

73-31-5. (1) There is hereby created a M ssissippi Board of
Psychol ogy consisting of seven (7) nmenbers who are citizens of the
United States and residing in the State of Mssissippi. One (1)
menber of the board shall be a person who is not a psychol ogi st or
a nental health professional but who has expressed a continuing
interest in the field of psychology. Each board nenber shal
ot herwi se be licensed under this chapter. At all times the board
shal | be conposed of three (3) nenbers who are faculty at
institutions of higher |learning that grant doctoral degrees, or
staff or faculty of an Anmerican Psychol ogi cal Association approved
doctoral level internship. Three (3) nmenbers of the board shal
be engaged in the professional practice of psychol ogy. The
menber ship of the board shall reflect a diversity of practice
speci alties.

(2) When the term of each psychol ogi st nenber ends the
Governor shall, within thirty (30) days, appoint as his successor,
for a termof five (5) years, a psychol ogi st who hol ds a doctoral
degree froman institution of higher education and who has been
| i censed under this chapter. Wen the termof the nenber who is

not a psychol ogi st ends, the Governor shall, wthin thirty (30)
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days, appoint a qualified person as his successor for a term of
five (5) years. No board nenber shall serve for consecutive
terms. Any vacancy occurring in the board nenbership other than
by expiration of termshall be filled by the Governor by
appoi ntnment for the unexpired term of such nenber. Al
appoi ntnents of psychol ogi st nenbers of the board shall be made
froma list containing the names of at least three (3) eligible
nom nees for each vacancy submtted by the M ssissipp
Psychol ogi cal Association. Each board nenber shall receive a
certificate of appointnent fromthe Governor before entering on
the discharge of his duties, and within thirty (30) days fromthe
effective date of his appointnent shall subscribe an oath for the
faithful performance of his official duty before any officer
authorized to admnister oaths in this state, and shall file the
sane with the Secretary of State. To enable the board to have
regul ar, planned changes in nenbership the foll ow ng one-tine
changes in length of terns of board nenbers is enacted:

(a) One (1) of the two (2) practice nenbers appoi nted
in 1998 will serve a three-year term

(b) The practice nenber appointed in 2002 will serve a
three-year term

(c) One of the two (2) academ c nenbers appointed in
2002 will serve a four-year term

The nmenbers of the board as constituted on July 1, 2005,

whose terns have not expired shall serve the bal ance of their

terms, after which tinme the nenbership of the board shall be

appointed as follows: There shall be appointed one (1) nenber of

the board fromeach of the four (4) M ssissippi congressional

districts as they currently exist, and three (3) fromthe state at

| arge, and the Governor shall nake appointnents fromthe

congressional district having the snmall est nunber of board nenbers

until the nenbership includes at | east one (1) nenber from each

congressional district as required; and the associ ation shal
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nom nate nenbers to the Governor fromthe appropriate

congressional district as required.

(3) The Governor may renove any board nmenber for m sconduct,
i nconpet ency, or neglect of duty after giving the board nenber a
witten statenent of the charges and an opportunity to be heard
t her eon.

(4) Each board nenber shall serve w thout conpensation, but
shal |l receive actual traveling and incidental expenses necessarily
incurred while engaged in the discharge of official duties.

This section shall stand repealed fromand after July 1,
2011.

SOClI AL WORKER & FAM LY THERAPY BOARD

SECTION 6. Section 73-53-8, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

73-53-8. (1) There is created the Board of Exam ners for
Social Wrkers and Marriage and Fam |y Therapists to |license and
regul ate social workers and marriage and famly therapists. The
board shall be conposed of ten (10) nenbers, six (6) of which
shal |l be social workers and four (4) of which shall be marriage
and famly therapists.

(2) O the social worker nenbers of the board, two (2) nust
be licensed social workers, and four (4) nust be |icensed naster
soci al workers or licensed certified social workers or a
conbi nation thereof. The marriage and famly therapi st nenbers of
the board nust be licensed nmarriage and famly therapists. For at
| east five (5) years imedi ately preceding his or her appointnent,
each marriage and fam |y therapist appoi ntee nust have been
actively engaged as a narriage and famly therapist in rendering
prof essional services in marriage and famly therapy, or in the
education and training of master's, doctoral or post-doctoral
students of marriage and famly therapy, or in marriage and famly
t herapy research, and during the two (2) years preceding his or

her appoi ntnent, nust have spent the mpjority of the tine devoted
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to that activity in this state. The initial marriage and famly

t her api st appoi ntees shall be deened to be and shall becone

| icensed practicing marriage and famly therapists i mediately
upon their appointnment and qualification as nenbers of the board.
Al l subsequent nmarriage and famly therapi st appointees to the
board nust be licensed marriage and fam |y therapists before their
appoi nt ment .

(3) The Governor shall appoint six (6) nenbers of the board,
four (4) of which shall be social workers and two (2) of which
shall be marriage and famly therapists, and the Lieutenant
Governor shall appoint four (4) nenbers of the board, two (2) of
whi ch shall be social workers and two (2) of which shall be
marriage and famly therapists. Social worker nmenbers of the
board shall be appointed fromnom nations submtted by the
M ssi ssi ppi Chapter of the National Association of Social Wrkers,
and marriage and famly therapi st nenbers of the board shall be
appoi nted from nom nations submtted by the M ssissippi Mrriage
and Fam |y Therapy Association. All appointnments shall be nade
wi th the advice and consent of the Senate.

(4) The initial appointnments to the board shall be nmade as
follows: The Governor shall appoint one (1) social worker nenber
for a termthat expires on June 30, 1999, one (1) social worker
menber for a termthat expires on June 30, 2001, two (2) social
wor ker nmenbers for terns that expire on June 30, 2002, one (1)
marriage and famly therapi st nenber for a termthat expires on
June 30, 1998, and one (1) marriage and fam |y therapist nenber
for a termthat expires on June 30, 2000. The Lieutenant Governor
shal | appoint one (1) social worker nmenber for a termthat expires
on June 30, 1998, one (1) social worker nenber for a termthat
expires on June 30, 2000, one (1) marriage and famly therapi st
menber for a termthat expires on June 30, 1999, and one (1)
marriage and fam|ly therapi st nenber of the board for a termthat

expires on June 30, 2001. After the expiration of the initial
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terms, all subsequent appointnents shall be nade by the original
appointing authorities for terns of four (4) years fromthe

expiration date of the previous term The nenbers of the board as

constituted on July 1, 2005, whose terns have not expired shal

serve the bal ance of their terns, after which tinme the nenbership

of the board shall be appointed as follows: The appointnents to

the board made by the Governor shall be nmade one (1) from each of

the four (4) M ssissippi congressional districts as they currently

exist, and two (2) fromthe state at |arge, and the appoi ntnents

to the board made by the Lieutenant Governor shall be nade one (1)

fromeach of the four (4) M ssissippi congressional districts as

they exist on January 1, 2002, and each appointing officer shal

make appoi ntnents fromthe congressional district having the

smal | est nunber of board nenbers until the nenbership includes at

| east the m ni mum nunber from each congressional district as

requi red; and the nom nating organi zati on shall submt nom nations

to the Governor or the Lieutenant Governor fromthe appropriate

congressional district as required. Upon the expiration of his or

her termof office, a board nenber shall continue to serve until
his or her successor has been appointed and has qualified. No
person may be appointed nore than once to fill an unexpired term
or nore than two (2) consecutive full terns.

(5) Any vacancy on the board before the expiration of a term
shall be filled by appoi ntnment of the original appointing
authority for the remai nder of the unexpired term Appointnents
to fill vacancies shall be made from nom nations submtted by the
appropriate organi zation as specified in subsection (2) of this
section for the position being filled.

(6) The appointing authorities shall give due regard to
geographic distribution, race and sex in making all appointnents
to the board.

(7) The board shall select one (1) of its nenbers to serve

as chairman during the termof his or her appointnent to the
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board. No person nmay serve as chairman for nore than four (4)
years. The board may renove any nenber of the board or the
chairman fromhis or her position as chairman for (a) nal feasance
in office, or (b) conviction of a felony or a crine of noral
turpitude while in office, or (c) failure to attend three (3)
consecutive board neetings. However, no nenber may be renoved
until after a public hearing of the charges against himor her,
and at least thirty (30) days' prior witten notice to the accused
nmenber of the charges against himor her and of the date fixed for
such hearing. No board nenber shall participate in any matter
before the board in which he has a pecuniary interest, personal
bias or other simlar conflict of interest.

(8) Board nenbers shall receive no conpensation for their
services, but shall be reinbursed for their actual and necessary
expenses incurred in the performance of official board business as
provided in Section 25-3-41.

(9) Four (4) social worker nenbers and three (3) marri age
and famly therapi st nenbers of the board shall constitute a
quorum of the board. In nmaking its decisions and taking actions
affecting the nenbers of one (1) of the professions regul ated by
t he board, the board shall consider the recommendations of the
board nenbers who are nmenbers of that profession

(10) The principal office of the board shall be in the Gty
of Jackson, but the board may act and exercise all of its powers
at any other place. The board shall adopt an official seal, which
shall be judicially noticed and which shall be affixed to al
| i censes issued by the board.

(11) The board is authorized to enpl oy, subject to the
approval of the State Personnel Board, an executive director and
such attorneys, experts and other enployees as it may, fromtine
to tinme, find necessary for the proper performance of its duties
and for which the necessary funds are available, and to set the

salary of the executive director, subject to the approval of the
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State Personnel Board. The board is strongly encouraged to enpl oy
any enpl oyees of the State Departnent of Health who may be
di spl aced as a result of the enactnent of Laws, 1997, Chapter 516.

(12) The board, by a npjority vote, fromtinme to tine nmay
make such provisions as it deens appropriate to authorize the
performance by any board nenber or nenbers, enployee or other
agent of the board of any function given the board in this chapter
or Sections 73-54-1 through 73-54-39.

STATE BOARD OF NMASSAGE THERAPY

SECTION 7. Section 73-67-9, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

73-67-9. (1) There is created the State Board of Massage
Ther apy.

(2) The board shall consist of five (5) nenbers appointed by
the Governor, wth the advice and consent of the Senate. At |east
three (3) nenbers shall be appointed froma |ist submtted by
state representatives of one or nore nationally recognized

pr of essi onal nassage therapy association(s), one (1) to be

appoi nted from each M ssissippi Suprene Court District and all of

whom nust be residents of M ssissippi and nust have engaged in the
practice of massage therapy within the state for at |east three
(3) years, one (1) nenber shall be a |licensed health professiona
in a health field other than massage therapy and one (1) nenber
shall be a consuner at |large who is not associated with or
financially interested in the practice or business of massage
therapy. The initial nenbers of the board shall be appointed for
staggered terns, as follows: one (1) nenber shall be appointed
for a termthat ends on June 30, 2002; one (1) nenber shall be
appointed for a termthat ends on June 30, 2003; one (1) nenber
shall be appointed for a termthat ends on June 30, 2004; and two
(2) menbers shall be appointed for terns that end on June 30,
2005. Appointnents shall be made within ninety (90) days from

July 1, 2001
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(3) Al subsequent appointnents to the board shall be
appoi nted by the Governor for terns of four (4) years fromthe
expiration date of the previous term No person shall be
appointed for nore than two (2) consecutive terns. By approval of
the mapjority of the board, the service of a nenber may be extended
at the conpletion of a four-year termuntil a new nenber is
appoi nted or the current nenber is reappointed. The board shal
el ect one (1) of the appointed nmassage therapists as the chairnman
of the board.

(4) A nmjority of the board may appoi nt an executive
director and ot her such individuals, including an attorney, as my
be necessary to inplenent the provisions of this chapter. The
board may hol d additional neetings at such tinmes and places as it
deens necessary. A mgjority of the board shall constitute a
quorumand a majority of the board shall be required to grant or
revoke a certificate of registration.

SECTION 8. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2005.
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