M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2005

By: Senator(s) Chaney To: Public Health and
Wl fare; Judiciary, D vision
A

SENATE BI LL NO. 2757

1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ONS 93-21-303, 93-21-305, 93-21-311 AND
2 25-7-9, MSSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO PROVI DE ADDI TI ONAL PURPOSES
3 FOR THE M SSI SSI PPl CHI LDREN S TRUST FUND TO | NVESTI GATE AND

4 PROSECUTE CHI LD ABUSE AND NEGLECT, TO AUTHORI ZE TRUST FUND GRANTS
5 TO AN ESTABLI SHED CHI LDREN S ADVOCACY CENTER AND A

6 MULTI DI SCI PLI NARY FACI LI TY AT THE UNI VERSI TY OF M SSI SSI PPI

7 MEDI CAL CENTER, AND TO | NCREASE FEES CHARGED BY THE CHANCERY

8 CLERKS WTH A CERTAI N | NCREASE TO BE DEPCSI TED | NTO THE CHI LDREN S
9 TRUST FUND; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

10 BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
11 SECTION 1. Section 93-21-303, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
12 amended as foll ows:

13 93-21-303. The Legislature of the State of M ssissippi finds
14 and declares the policy of this state as foll ows:

15 (a) The children of M ssissippi are its single greatest
16 resource and our children require the utnost protection to guard
17 their future and the future of this state;

18 (b) Child abuse and neglect are a threat to the famly
19 unit and inpose nmgj or expenses on society in addition to the

20 individual and collective danage on the children of this state;

21 (c) There is a need to assist private and public

22 agencies in identifying and establishing conmunity-based

23 educational and service prograns for the investigation,

24 prosecution and prevention of child abuse and negl ect;

25 (d) An increase in investigative, educational, service
26 and prevention prograns will assist in breaking the cycle of child
27 abuse and neglect and will assist in reducing the breakdown of

28 famlies and thus reduce the need for state assistance and

29 intervention and state expenses; and
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(e) Prograns to investigate, prosecute and prevent

child abuse and negl ect shoul d be partnerships between citizens,
| ocal communities and the State of M ssissippi.

SECTION 2. Section 93-21-305, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

93-21-305. (1) There is hereby established in the State
Treasury a special fund to be known as the "M ssissippi Children's
Trust Fund."

(2) The fund shall consist of any nonies appropriated to the
fund by the Legislature, any donations, gifts and grants from any
source, receipts fromthe birth certificate fees as provided by
subsection (2) of Section 41-57-11, and any ot her nonies which may
be received fromany other source or which may be hereafter
provi ded by | aw.

(3) Mnies in the fund shall be used only for the purposes
set forth in Sections 93-21-301 through 93-21-311. Interest
earned on the investnent of nonies in the fund shall be returned
and deposited to the credit of the fund.

(4) Disbursenents of noney fromthe fund shall be on the
aut hori zation of the Division of Famly and Children's Services of
the State Departnent of Public Wl fare.

(5) The primary purpose of the fund is to encourage and
provi de financial assistance in the provision of direct services

to investigate, prosecute and prevent child abuse and negl ect.

SECTION 3. Section 93-21-311, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

93-21-311. In making grants or |loans fromthe trust fund,
the division shall consider the degree to which the applicant's
proposal neets the following criteria:

(a) Has as its primary purpose the devel opnent and
facilitation of a community-based prevention programin a specific
geogr aphi cal area, which programshall utilize trained volunteers

and existing community resources where practicabl e;
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(b) Is adm nistered by an organi zati on or group which
is conposed of or has participation by the county departnment of
public welfare, the county health departnent, the youth court or
chancery court, the office of the district attorney, county or
muni ci pal | aw enforcenent personnel, county or nunicipal school
officials, local public or private organizations or agencies which
provi de prograns or services for the prevention of child abuse and
negl ect and educati onal prograns for the prevention of problens of
famlies and children; * * *

(c) Denonstrates a willingness and ability and has a
plan to provide prevention program nodels and consultations to
appropriate organi zations within the community regarding
prevention program devel opnment and mai nt enance;

(d) 1Is an established Children's Advocacy Center with

full menbership in the National Children's Alliance; and

(e) Is an academ cally based nmultidisciplinary facility

housed at the University of M ssissippi Medical Center dedicated

to the investigation, assessnent and prosecution of child abuse.

SECTION 4. Section 25-7-9, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:
25-7-9. (1) The clerks of the chancery courts shall charge
the foll ow ng fees:
(a) For the act of certifying copies of filed
docunents, for each conplete docunent................... $ 1.00

(b) Recording deeds, wlls, |eases, anmendnents,

subordi nations, liens, releases, cancellations, orders, decrees,

oaths, etc., including indexing;, for the first fifteen (15)

PGS .« o vt $ 10. 00
Each additional page............. ... ... ..... 1.00

Sectional index entries per section or subdivision
L Ot . 1.00
(c) Recording deeds of trust, for the first fifteen

(15) PaAQES. . ottt $ 15. 00
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Each additional page.......... ... .. .. .. ....... 1.00
Sectional index entries per section or subdivision
0 1.00

(d) Recording oil and gas | eases, cancellations,

assignnments, etc., including indexing in general indices; for the
first fifteen (15) pages .......... .. $ 18. 00
Each additional page............. ... .. ....... 1.00

Sectional index entries per section or subdivision
0 1.00
(e) Furnishing copies of any papers of record or on
file and entering marginal notations on docunents of record:
I f performed by the clerk or his enployee,
P PAOE. . o it i $ . 50
| f perfornmed by any other person, per page......... .25
(f) For each day's attendance on the board of
supervisors, for hinself and one (1) deputy, each....... $ 20. 00
(g) For other services as clerk of the board of
supervisors an all owance shall be nade to hi m (payabl e
sem annual ly at the July and January neetings) out of the county
treasury, an annual sumnot exceeding................... $3, 000. 00
(h) For each day's attendance on the chancery court, to
be approved by the chancel |l or:
For the first chancellor sitting only, clerk and two (2)
deputies, each.......... ... . . . . . . e $ 30.00
For the second chancellor sitting, clerk only...... 30. 00
Provided that the fees herein prescribed shall be the total
remuneration for the clerk and his deputies for attendi ng chancery
court.
(i) On order of the court, clerks and not nore than two
(2) deputies may be allowed five (5) extra days for each term of
court for attendance upon the court to get up records.
(j) For public service not otherw se specifically

provided for, the chancery court may by order allow the clerk to
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be paid by the county on the order of the board of supervisors, an

annual sumnot exceeding............ .. ... ..., $5, 000. 00
The chancery clerk shall item ze on the original docunent a
detailed fee bill of all charges due or paid for filing, recording

and abstracting sane. No person shall be required to pay such
fees until sanme have been so item zed, but said fees nay be
demanded before the docunent is recorded.

(2) In accordance with Uniform Chancery Court Rule 9.01 as
approved by Order of the M ssissippi Suprenme Court, the foll ow ng
fees shall be a total fee for all services perfornmed by the clerk
Wi th respect to a conplaint which shall be payable upon filing and
shal |l accrue to the chancery clerk at the tinme of filing. The
clerk or his successor in office shall performall duties set
forth without additional conpensation or fee to wt:

(a) Divorce to be contested..................... $80. 00
(b) Divorce uncontested......................... 35. 00

(c) Alteration of birth or marriage certificate. 30.00

(d) Renoval of mnority......................... 30. 00
(e) CGuardianship or conservatorship............. 80. 00
(f) Estate of deceased, intestate............... 80. 00
(g) Estate of deceased, testate................. 80. 00
(h) Adoption.......... ... 80. 00
(1) Land dispute...... ... ... 80. 00
(J) Injunction....... ... .. .. .. 80. 00
(k) Settlement of small claim.................. 35. 00
(I') Contenpt in child support................... 80. 00
(m Partition suit.......... .. .. .. ... 80. 00
(n) Any cross-conplaint......................... 30. 00

Cost of process shall be borne by the issuing party.
Addi tionally, should the attorney or person filing the pleadings
desire the clerk to pay the cost to the sheriff for serving

process on one person or nore, or to pay the cost of publication,
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the clerk shall

filing.

demand the actual charges therefor, at the tine of

The clerk shall deposit Five Dollars ($5.00) of each of the

above listed fees collected to the "M ssissippi Children's Trust

Fund. "
SECTI ON 5.

This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2005.
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