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Senat or (s) Nunnel ee To: Public Health and
Wel fare; Appropriations

SENATE BI LL NO. 2726

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 41-86-15, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
TO REQUI RE THAT ANY CUSTODI AL PARENT OF A CHI LD ENTI TLED TO CH LD
SUPPORT VWHO APPLI ES TO THE CHI LDREN S HEALTH | NSURANCE PROGRAM
(CH P) SHALL APPLY TO THE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVI CES CHI LD
SUPPORT UNI'T FOR PATERNI TY OR CHI LD SUPPORT ASSI STANCE, AND FOR
RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 41-86-15, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

41-86-15. (1) Persons eligible to receive covered benefits
under Sections 41-86-5 through 41-86-17 shall be | owincone
children who neet the eligibility standards set forth in the plan.
Any person who is eligible for benefits under the M ssissipp
Medi cai d Law, Section 43-13-101 et seq., shall not be eligible to
recei ve benefits under Sections 41-86-5 through 41-86-17. A
person who i s w thout insurance coverage at the tinme of
application for the program and who neets the other eligibility
criteria in the plan shall be eligible to receive covered benefits
under the program if federal approval is obtained to allow
eligibility with no waiting period of being w thout insurance
coverage. |f federal approval is not obtained for the preceding
provi sion, the Division of Medicaid shall seek federal approval to
alloweligibility after the shortest waiting period of being
wi t hout insurance coverage for which approval can be obtai ned.
After federal approval is obtained to alloweligibility after a
certain waiting period of being wthout insurance coverage, a
person who has been w thout insurance coverage for the approved
wai ting period and who neets the other eligibility criteria in the

pl an shall be eligible to receive covered benefits under the
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program If the plan includes any waiting period of being wthout
i nsurance coverage before eligibility, the State and School

Enpl oyees Heal th | nsurance Managenent Board shal |l adopt

regul ations to provide exceptions to the waiting period for
famlies who have | ost insurance coverage for good cause or
through no fault of their own.

(2) The eligibility of children for covered benefits under
the program shall be determ ned annually by the sane agency or
entity that determnes eligibility under Section 43-13-115(9) and
shal |l cover twelve (12) continuous nonths under the program

(3) Any custodial parent of a child who may be entitled to

child support fromthe noncustodi al parent who applies to the

program for benefits or who is currently a recipient of covered

benefits shall cooperate with the Division of Child Support

Enf orcenent to establish paternity or obtain child support. Wen

the Division of Medicaid obtains the nanme of the bi ol ogi cal

noncustodi al parent fromthe applicant or recipient, the division

shall refer the case to the Division of Child Support Enforcenent

in the Departnment of Human Services. In the absence of such

cooperation as the Division of Child Support Enforcenent shal

require, the applicant or recipient shall becone eligible. Once a

court order for child support and/or health insurance is

establi shed, and health i nsurance is not available to either

parent at reasonable cost, the noncustodi al parent shall be

required to reinburse the programfor the cost of premuns for

covered benefits by paynent or wage w thhol dings sent to the

Di vision of Child Support Enforcenent's Central Receiving and

Di sbursenent Unit.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2005.
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