M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2005

By:

© O~NOUIRWNE

N N N DD N DD N DD DN P PP PR kPP PP
© oo N o o b~ W N P O O 0o N oo o~ wN -+, O

Senator (s) Hyde-Smth To: Agriculture

SENATE BI LL NO. 2681

AN ACT TO CREATE SECTI ON 69-3-6, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
AUTHORI ZE THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRI CULTURE AND COVMERCE TO ESTABLI SH
SEED | NSPECTI ON FEES; TO REQUI RE A SEEDSVMAN TO COVPLY W TH FEE AND
REPORT REQUI REMENTS; TO REQUI RE SUCH FEES TO BE PLACED IN A
SPECI AL FUND; TO AMEND SECTI ON 69-3-27, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
TO CONFORM TO AMEND SECTI ON 69-3-25, M SSI SSI PPl COCDE OF 1972, TO
DELETE | NCORRECT REFERENCE TO A CODE SECTI ON; AND FOR RELATED
PURPGOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. The followi ng shall be codified as Section
69- 3-6, M ssissippi Code of 1972:

69-3-6. (1) The department nay establish seed inspection
fees, prescribe and furnish forns, and require the filing of
reports necessary for the paynent of the inspection fees. The
departnment may inspect the record of any seedsman during the
normal hours of business operation as it deens necessary.

(2) Al fees collected under this section shall be deposited
into a special fund in the State Treasury. The departnent may
expend the nonies in the fund by an annual appropriation approved
by the Legislature for the support of the Seed Division of the
Bureau of Pl ant |ndustry.

(3) Every seedsnman who sells or distributes seed for sale,
whether in bulk or in containers, within or into M ssissippi for
pl anti ng purposes, shall be assessed a seed inspection fee as
required by the departnent.

(4) Every seedsnan nust:

(a) Pay an inspection fee on the total nunber of pounds
of seed sold or otherwi se distributed for sale within or into the

state. Paynent of the seed inspection fees shall be the
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responsibility of the seedsman initiating the first sale of seed
within or into the state;

(b) Mintain records, as required by the departnent,
that accurately reflect the total pounds of seed subject to the
fees that are handled, sold or offered, or distributed for sale;

(c) File quarterly notarized reports on fornms provided
or approved by the departnent, covering the total pounds of al
sal es of seed subject to the fee and sold during the precedi ng
quarter. The reports and fees due shall be filed with the
departnment no later than thirty (30) days follow ng the end of
each cal endar quarter.

(5) A seedsman who does not file the quarterly report by the
due date shall pay a penalty fee as provided by the regul ati ons of
the departnent. The penalty fee shall be waived if the seedsnman
obtains prior witten approval fromthe departnent for a late
filing and conplies with the late filing requirenents.

(6) If a seedsman does not conply with all the requirenents
of this section, the Comm ssioner nay suspend the seedsnan's
permt until the seedsman is in conpliance.

SECTION 2. Section 69-3-27, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

69-3-27. Al fees collected by the Comm ssioner under this

article, except those fees collected under Section 69-3-6, shal

be paid * * * to the State Treasurer who shall deposit the fees in
the General Fund in the State Treasury.

SECTI ON 3. Section 69-3-25, Mssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

69-3-25. Any person who knowingly, or as a result either of
gross negligence or of a failure to nmake a reasonable effort to
informhinself of the pertinent facts, violates any provision of
this act or the rules and regul ati ons nade and pronul gat ed
t hereunder shall be deened guilty of a m sdeneanor and, upon

conviction thereof, shall pay a fine of not |less than One Hundred

S. B. No. 2681 *SS01/R556*
05/ SS01/ R556
PAGE 2



63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71

Dol  ars ($100.00) and not nore than Five Hundred Dol |l ars
($500.00). * * * Nothing in this act shall be construed as
requi ring the Conm ssioner to reconmend prosecution for m nor
violations of this act or the rules and regul ati ons nade and
promul gat ed t her eunder whenever he believes that the public
interest wll be adequately served by suitable witten notice or
war ni ng.

SECTION 4. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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