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Senator (s) Hyde-Smith, Lee (35th) To: Agriculture

SENATE BI LL NO. 2655

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ONS 69-7-657 AND 69-7-701, M SSI SS| PP
CODE OF 1972, TO CORRECT SCI ENTI FI C NOVENCLATURE IN THE DEFI NI TI ON
OF CATKFI SH, AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 69-7-657, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

69-7-657. For purposes of this article, the follow ng terns
shal | have the nmeani ng ascribed herein unless the context
ot herwi se requires:

(a) "Capable of use as human food" shall nean and shal
apply to any catfish or part or product thereof unless it is
denatured or otherwi se identified as required by regul ations
prescri bed by the conm ssioner to deter its use as hunman food, or
unless it is naturally inedible by humans.

(b) "Cash sale"” shall nmean a sale in which the seller
does not expressly extend credit to the buyer.

(c) "Catfish" shall nmean any species of the scientific

order, Ictaluridae.

(d) "Comm ssioner" shall mean the Conm ssioner of
Agriculture and Cormerce of the State of M ssissippi.

(e) "Direct retail sale"” shall nmean the sale of catfish
products directly to the consuner.

(f) "Person" shall include any individual, partnership,
corporation and associ ation or other legal entity.

(g) "Processor"” shall nmean any person engaged in
handl i ng, storing, preparing, manufacturing, packing or holding

catfish products.
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(h) "Producer" shall nean any person engaged in the
busi ness of producing catfish, by any nethod.

(i) "Product" shall nmean any catfish product capabl e of
use as human food which is nade wholly or in part fromany catfish
or portion thereof.

(j) "Secured party" shall nmean a | ender who has a
perfected security interest pursuant to the Uniform Comerci al
Code in the catfish being sold.

SECTION 2. Section 69-7-701, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:
69-7-701. (1) For purposes of this section, the follow ng
ternms shall have the neaning ascribed herein unless the context
ot herwi se requires:
(a) "Catfish" nmeans any species of the scientific order

| ctal uri dae.

(b) "Processor" nmeans any person engaged in handling,
storing, preparing, manufacturing, packing or holding catfish
pr oducts.

(2) Wen making a weight determ nation of farmraised
catfish, the processor shall weigh the catfish as they are
unl oaded fromthe live haul truck and shall drain any water from
t he wei ghi ng baskets before the catfish are weighed. No
deductions shall be made thereafter for water in the weighing
baskets. The processor shall al so use a weighing device that is
of a type suitable for the weighing of farmraised catfish and
subject to the provisions of Section 75-27-19, M ssissippi Code of
1972.

(3) Such weighing device shall electronically print a ticket
whi ch provi des an exact duplicate of the weight indicated. A copy
of this ticket shall be furnished to the owner of the catfish.
Such ticket shall also include, but is not limted to, the
fol | ow ng:

(a) The name and address of the processor;
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(b) The name of the owner of the catfish being weighed,
(c) The date the catfish is weighed,
(d) The signature of the individual who wei ghs the
farmraised catfish recorded on the weight ticket;
(e) The device should print zero (0) before each
wei ghi ng; and
(f) Such additional information as the Comm ssioner of
Agricul ture and Comrerce deens necessary for the |awful and
accurate recording of the weight of farmraised catfish
(4) Deductions for trash fish, turtles and other foreign
materials shall be determ ned by a separate el ectronic wei ghing of
the same with a printed ticket provided to the producer.
SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.

S. B. No. 2655 *SS01/R557*

05/ SS01/ R557 ST: Catfish marketing; revise definition of
PAGE 3 catfish by correcting scientific nomencl ature.



