M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2005

By: Senator(s) Brown To: Judiciary, Division B

SENATE BI LL NO. 2624

1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 83-39-29, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972,

2 TO REVI SE THE OFFENSE OF BOND JUVPI NG AND THE PENALTI ES THEREFOR;
3 AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

4 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
5 SECTION 1. Section 83-39-29, Mssissippi Code of 1972, is

6 anended as follows:

7 83-39-29. (1) The departnment may provide information to the
8 district attorney in the district in which a professional bai

9 agent, a soliciting bail agent or bail enforcenent agent is

10 domiciled so that proper |egal action nay be pursued agai nst any
11 licensee who is alleged to have violated any provision of Chapter
12 39 of Title 83. Such licensee is guilty of a m sdeneanor and

13 shall be subject to a fine of not nore than One Thousand Dol | ars
14 (%1, 000.00), inprisonnent in the county jail for not nore than one
15 (1) year, or both. Any insurer violating any provision of Chapter
16 39 of Title 83 may be fined in an anmount not to exceed Fifty

17 Thousand Dol |l ars ($50, 000. 00).

18 (2) Any person who acts or attenpts to solicit, wite or

19 present a bail bond as a professional bail agent, soliciting bai
20 agent, or bail enforcenent agent as defined in this chapter and
21 who is not licensed under this chapter is guilty of a m sdeneanor
22 and, upon conviction, shall be subject to a fine of not nore than
23 One Thousand Dol l ars ($1,000.00), inprisonment in the county jail
24 for not nore than one (1) year, or both.

25 (3) Any person who acts or attenpts to act, represents

26 hinself to be, or inpersonates a professional bail agent, a

27 soliciting bail agent or a bail enforcenent agent, as defined in
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this chapter by attenpting to arrest or detaining any person and
who is not |licensed under this chapter is guilty of a m sdeneanor
and, upon conviction, shall be subject to a fine of not nore than
Fi ve Thousand Dol | ars ($5, 000.00), inprisonment for not nore than
one (1) year, or both.

(4) A bail agent, bail enforcement agent or bail enforcenent
agent from another state shall report to the Sheriff's Departnent
of the county in which he is attenpting to |ocate a fugitive prior
to beginning to I ook for the fugitive to prove his |licensing and
legal right to the fugitive. Failure to prove licensing shall be
an of fense puni shable by a fine not to exceed One Thousand Dol | ars
($1, 000. 00) .

(5) Any person charged with a crimnal violation who has
obtained his release from custody by having a professional bai
agent, insurer, agent of such bail agent or insurer, or any person
other than hinself furnish his bail bond and who fails to appear
in court, at the tinme and place ordered by the court, is guilty of

"bond j unpi ng" and, upon conviction, shall be punished as foll ows:

(a) If the underlying crimnal violation for which the

person was charged that resulted in the posting of bond was a

m sdeneanor, the person shall be guilty of m sdeneanor bond

junping and shall be subject to a fine of not nore than One

Thousand Dol | ars ($1, 000.00), inprisonnent in the county jail for
not nore than one (1) year, or both, and paynent of restitution
for reasonabl e expenses incurred returning the defendant to court;

(b) If the underlying crimnal violation for which the

person was charged that resulted in the posting of bond was a

felony, the person shall be guilty of fel ony bond junping and

shall be subject to a fine of not nore than Five Thousand Dol | ars

($5, 000. 00), inprisonment in the custody of the Departnent of

Corrections for not nore than five (5) years, or both.

(6) Any person who aids and abets any person in the

commi ssion of the offense of bond junping, whether the person
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commtting the principal offense is actually convicted, shall be

guilty of bond junping to the sane degree as the person so aided

and abetted and shall be puni shed accordingly. Any person who is

convicted of aiding and abetting shall be jointly and severally

liable for paynent of restitution for reasonabl e expenses incurred

in returning the defendant to court.

(7) Any bail agent who is prejudiced or injured by the

comm ssion of any of the offenses set forth in this section shal

have standing to file a conplaint alleging the comm ssion of the

of fense or of fenses.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2005.
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