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Senat or (s) Dearing To: Insurance

SENATE BI LL NO. 2566

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 83-51-5, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
DELETE THE PROVI SI ON VH CH REQUI RES HEALTH | NSURANCE PCOLI Cl ES OR
EMPLOYEE BENEFI T PLANS TO REI MBURSE A NONCONTRACTI NG PROVI DER
DENTI ST THE SAME AS A CONTRACTI NG PROVI DER DENTI ST; TO AMEND
SECTI ON 83-51-11, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, I N CONFORM TY THERETG,
AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. Section 83-51-5, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:
83-51-5. Any health insurance policy or enployee benefit
pl an which is delivered, renewed, issued for delivery or otherw se
contracted for in this state shall, to the extent that it provides
benefits for dental care expenses:
(a) Disclose, if applicable, that the benefit offered
islimted to the | east costly treatnent;
(b) Define and explain the standard upon which the
paynent of benefits or reinbursenent for the cost of dental care

services is based, such as "usual and customary,"” "reasonable and

customary,” "usual, custonmary and reasonable,” or fees or words of
simlar inmport, or it shall specify in dollars and cents the
anount of the paynment or reinbursenent for dental care services to
be provided. * * *

SECTION 2. Section 83-51-11, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

83-51-11. Notwi thstanding any ot her provision of this
chapter:

(a) A dentist may contract directly with a patient for

the furnishing of dental care services to such patient as may be

ot herwi se aut horized by | aw,
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(b) Any person providing a health insurance policy or
enpl oyee benefit plan, or an enployer, or an enpl oyee organi zation
may:

(1) Make available to its insureds, beneficiaries,
participants, enployees or nenbers information relating to dental
care services by distributing factually accurate information
regardi ng dental care services, rates, fees, |location and hours of
service, provided such distribution is nmade upon the request of
any dentist |icensed by the state; or

(i1) Establish an adm nistrative nechani sm which
facilitates paynent for dental care services by insureds,
beneficiaries, participants, enployees or nenbers to the denti st
of their choice; or

(ti1) Pay or reinburse * * * its insureds,
beneficiaries, participants, enployees or nenbers for the cost of
dental care services rendered by the dentist of their choice.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2005.
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