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Senat or (s) Hor hn To: Veterans and Mlitary
Affairs; Appropriations

SENATE BI LL NO. 2533

AN ACT TO PROVI DE FOR THE PAYMENT OF BONUSES TO M SSI SSI PP
SERVI CEMEN AND SERVI CEWOMEN VWHO SERVED ON ACTI VE DUTY | N WORLD WAR
Il OR THE KOREAN WAR, AND TO THE SURVI VI NG SPOUSES OF SUCH
SERVI CEMEN AND SERVI CEWOMEN; TO PROVI DE CERTAI N EXCEPTI ONS
THERETG, AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. (1) Bonuses shall be paid out of any funds

appropriated by the Legislature for this purpose to servicenen and
ex-servi cemen and servi cewonen and ex-servi cewonen who served on
active duty in Wrld War Il or the Korean War, and who were
citizens of the State of M ssissippi when inducted into active
service and certain surviving spouses of such servicenen and

servi cewonen, such paynents of bonuses to be in the anmounts and
subject to the conditions set forth as foll ows:

(a) To each such serviceman or servi cewoman who served
in Wrld War |1 or the Korean War, the sum of Five Hundred Dollars
($500. 00) ;

(b) To the surviving spouse of each such servicenan or
servi cewoman who died while serving in Wrld War Il or the Korean
War, or who died at any tine after having served in World War 11
or the Korean War as a result of injuries or wounds received or
di sease contracted by himwhile in Wrld War Il or the Korean War,
the sum of Five Hundred Dol | ars ($500.00), provided that no such
bonus shall be paid to any surviving spouse who has renmarri ed.

(2) If there is no surviving serviceman or servi cewonan or
surviving unrenmarried spouse, then no bonus shall be paid. 1In

addi tion, the Five Hundred Dol lar ($500.00) paynent specified
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herein shall be reduced by any other anmount paid under the
provi sions of this section.

(3) No such bonus shall be paid to any serviceman or
servi cewoman who has been separated from service w thout an
honor abl e di scharge or an honorabl e separation therefrom nor to
t he surviving spouse of such a serviceman or servi cewonan

(4) No such bonus shall be paid to any serviceman or
servi cewonman, or to the surviving spouse of any such serviceman or
servi cewonman, unless a claimtherefor is filed in witing with the
Department of Veterans' Affairs on or before July 1, 2009.

(5) If any servicenman or servicewoman or Surviving spouse
herein entitled to a bonus or paynent has received a bonus or
gratui tous paynent fromany other state, territory or governnental
authority, other than the governnent of the United States, prior
to maki ng application hereunder, then the anount of the bonus or
gratui tous paynent so received shall be deducted fromthe anount
provi ded herein to be paid to each such person.

(6) The bonuses and paynents provided herein shall be
conpletely exenpt fromall liability for any debt, tax or
obligation. This exenption cannot be waived. Such bonus or
paynment shall be nonassi gnabl e and shall not be subject to pl edge
or hypot hecation in any manner what soever.

(7) The Departnent of Veterans' Affairs shall have
responsibility for the admnistration of this section. The
executive director is authorized to pronulgate rules and
regul ati ons as necessary for the distribution of the bonuses and
for the proper adm nistration of this section.

(8) The Departnent of Veterans' Affairs shall estimate the
anount necessary to pay such clainms and adm nister this section,
and shall include that anount as a separate itemin its budget
request submtted for fiscal year 2006 and for each fiscal year
thereafter during the five-year tinme limt to make a claimfor a

bonus.
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61 SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
62 and after July 1, 2005.
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