M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2005

By: Senator(s) Jordan To: Insurance; Public Health
and Wl fare

SENATE BI LL NO. 2526

1 AN ACT TO REQUI RE | NSURANCE COVERAGE FOR A M NI MUM AMOUNT OF
2 POST-SURG CAL CARE FOR WOMEN WHO HAVE HAD MASTECTOM ES; TO

3 PROH BI'T CERTAI N PENALI ZI NG ACTI ONS AGAI NST ATTENDI NG PROVI DERS

4 \WHO ORDER CARE CONSI STENT W TH THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S ACT; AND FOR
5 RELATED PURPCSES.

6 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
7 SECTION 1. The Legislature hereby finds and declares that:

8 (a) Sone insurers are cutting costs by naking

9 mastectom es, the surgical anputation of a wonman's breast, an

10 outpatient procedure.

11 (b) Wbnen, even those sixty-five (65) and over, are

12 discharged fromthe hospital hours after surgery, and husbands and
13 other famly nenbers are expected to nonitor bleeding and enpty

14 drai nage bags hanging fromthe wound.

15 (c) Mre than three thousand (3,000) elderly wonen

16 endured mastectom es as outpatients |ast year al one.

17 (d) Advocates for outpatient mastectonm es cite cost

18 savings. A nmastectonmy with a customary three-night hospital stay
19 costs over Six Thousand Dol lars ($6,000.00), while an outpatient
20 procedure saves about seventy-five percent (75% of that; but it
21 doesn't save a wonan fromthe danger of henorrhaging the first

22 night or fromout-of-control pain or from psychol ogi cal trauna.

23 SECTION 2. The followi ng words shall have the neanings

24 ascribed herein unless the context clearly indicates otherw se:

25 (a) "Attending provider" means the |icensed physician
26 attendi ng the woman.

27 (b) "lInsurer"” means any entity that provides health

28 benefits on a risk basis, including, but not limted to, group and
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i ndi vidual insurers, health maintenance organizations and
preferred provider organizations, and any program funded under
Title XIX of the Social Security Act or any other publicly funded
program

(c) "Mastectony" neans the surgical anputation of a
woman's breast by a |icensed physician.

SECTION 3. (1) Any insurer that offers health benefits

shal | provide coverage of a mninumof forty-eight (48) hours of
inpatient care for a woman foll owi ng a normal nastectony.

(2) Any decision to shorten the Iength of inpatient stay to
| ess than that provided under subsection (1) shall be nade by the
attending providers after conferring with the patient.

(3) If a wman is discharged pursuant to subsection (2)
prior to the inpatient |length of stay provided under subsection
(1), coverage shall be provided for a followup visit within
forty-eight (48) hours of discharge. Services provided shall be
consistent wth protocols and gui delines devel oped by nati onal
pr of essi onal organi zations for these services.

SECTION 4. No insurer may desel ect, term nate the services

of, require additional docunentation from require additional
utilization review, reduce paynents, or otherw se provide
financial disincentives to any attendi ng provider who orders care
consistent wwth the provisions of this act.

SECTION 5. Every insurer shall provide notice to

pol i cyhol ders regarding the coverage required under this act. The
notice shall be in witing and shall be transmtted at the
earliest of either the next mailing to the policyhol der, the
yearly summary of benefits sent to the policyholder, or January 1
of the year following the effective date of this act.

SECTION 6. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2005.
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