M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2005

By: Senator(s) King, Mettetal, Burton, To: Public Wilities
Robert son
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE
FOR
SENATE BI LL NO 2514

1 AN ACT TO CREATE THE M SSI SSI PPl W RELESS COVMUNI CATI ON

2 COW SSION, TO PROVIDE FOR | TS MEMBERSH P AND PRESCRI BE | TS POAERS

3 AND DUTI ES; TO CREATE THE "I NTEGRATED PUBLI C SAFETY COVMUNI CATI ONS

4 FUND' WH CH MAY BE USED TO ADM NI STRATE THI S ACT; TO CREATE AN

5 ADVI SORY BOARD TO THE W RELESS COVMUNI CATI ON COVMM SSI ON;, AND FOR

6 RELATED PURPOSES.

7 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :

8 SECTION 1. (1) There is hereby created the Wrel ess

9 Communi cati on Conmi ssion, which shall be responsible for pronoting
10 the efficient use of public resources to ensure that |aw

11 enforcenment personnel and essential public health and safety

12 personnel have effective comuni cations services available in

13 energency situations, and to insure the rapid restoration of such
14 comuni cations services in the event of disruption caused by

15 natural disaster, terrorist attack or other public energency.

16 (2) The Wreless Conmuni cati on Comm ssion, hereafter

17 referred to as the "commi ssion,"” shall consist of the follow ng:
18 (a) The Executive Director of the Departnent of

19 Transportation or his designee;

20 (b) The Conm ssioner of Public Safety or his designee;
21 (c) The Executive Director of the Departnent of Public
22 Health or his designee;

23 (d) The Executive Director of the Departnent of

24 Information Technol ogy Systens or his designee;

25 (e) The Executive Director of the M ssissippi Energency
26 Managenent Agency or his designee;

27 (f) The Executive Director of the M ssissippi Ofice of
28 Honel and Security or his designee;
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(g) The President of the M ssissippi Sheriff's
Associ ation or his designee;

(h) The President of the M ssissippi Association of
Supervi sors or his designee;

(1) The President of the M ssissippi Minicipal
Associ ation or his designee;

(j) The President of the M ssissippi Association of
Fire Chiefs or his designee; and

(k) The President of the M ssissippi Association of
Police Chiefs or his designee.

(3) Wthin ten (10) days fromthe effective date of this
act, the conm ssion shall neet in the Cty of Jackson,
M ssi ssippi, and organi ze by el ecting a chairman and ot her
officers fromits nenbership. The conm ssion shall adopt rules
whi ch govern the tinme and place for neetings and governing the
manner of conducting its business. The conm ssion shall neet at
| east nonthly and naintain mnutes of such neetings. A quorum
shall consist of a majority of the nenbership of the comm ssion.
(4) The comm ssion, in conjunction with the Departnent of

I nformati on Technol ogy Services, shall have the sole authority to
promul gate rul es and regul ati ons governing the operations of the
W rel ess communi cati ons system descri bed in paragraph (a) and
shall be vested with all |egal authority necessary and proper to
performthis function including, but not limted to:

(a) Purchasing, |easing, acquiring and otherw se
i npl enenting a statew de wirel ess comruni cati ons systemto serve
Wi reless users in state and | ocal governnents and those private
entities that enter into a partnership with the comm ssion. This
system shall enable interoperability between various wreless
comuni cati ons technol ogi es.

(b) Ensuring that federal/state comuni cations
requirenents are followed wth respect to such wreless

communi cati ons systens.
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(c) Providing systemplanning with all public safety
communi cati ons systens.

(d) Assisting with establishnment of state and | ocal
Wi rel ess communi cati ons.

(e) In consultation with the Departnent of Information
Technol ogy Services, having the authority to permt state and
| ocal agenci es use of the comrunications system under the terns
and conditions established by the conm ssion.

(f) Providing technical support to users and bearing
the overall responsibility for the design, engineering,
acquisition and inplenentati on of the statew de comruni cati ons
system and for ensuring the proper operation and nai ntenance of
all equi pnment common to the system

(g) Seeking proposals for services through conpetitive
processes where required by | aw and sel ecting service providers
under procedures provided for by |aw

(h) Establishing, in conjunction with the Departnent of
I nformati on Technol ogy Services, policies, procedures and
standards which shall be incorporated into a conprehensive
managenent plan for the operation of the statew de comuni cations
system

(1) Having sign-off approval on all wreless
communi cations systens within the state which are owned or
operated by any state or |ocal governnental entity, agency or
depart nent .

(j) GCreating a standard user agreenent.

(5) The comm ssion, in conjunction with the Departnent of
I nformati on Technol ogy Services, shall exercise its powers and
duties pursuant to this act to plan, nanage and adm ni ster the
W rel ess communi cati ons system The conm ssion nmay:

(a) In consultation with the advisory board and the
Departnent of Information Technol ogy Services, establish policies,

procedures and standards to incorporate into a conprehensive
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managenent plan for use and operation of the communi cations
system
(b) Enter into nutual aid agreenents anong federal
state and | ocal agencies for the use of the comunications system
(c) Establish the cost of maintenance and operation of

the system and charge subscribers for access and use of the

system

(d) Assess charges for use of the system

(e) Obtain space through rent or | ease of space on any
tower under state control. The comm ssion nmay also rent, |ease or

subl ease ground space as necessary to |ocate equi pnent to support

antennae on the towers. The costs for use of such space shall be

establ i shed by the owner/agent for each site when it is determ ned
to be practicable and feasible to nmake space avail abl e.

(f) Provide space through rent or |ease of space on any
tower under the commi ssion's control. The conm ssion may al so
rent, | ease or subl ease ground space as necessary to |ocate
equi pnent to support antennae on the towers. The costs for use of
such space shall be established by the comm ssion when it is
determ ned to be practicable and feasible to make space avail abl e.

(g Refuse to | ease space on any tower at any site.

Al'l nonies collected by the comm ssion for such rents, |eases or
subl eases shall be deposited directly into a special fund hereby
created and known as the "Integrated Public Safety Communi cations
Fund, " and may be used by the comm ssion to construct, maintain
and operate the system

(h) Rent, |ease or sublease ground space on | ands
acquired by the comm ssion for the construction of privately owned
or publicly owned towers. The comm ssion, as part of such rental,
| ease or subl ease agreenent, may require space on such towers for
antennae as may be necessary for the construction and operation of

the wirel ess comruni cati ons system
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(i) Enter into and perform use and occupancy agreenents
concerning the system

(j) Exercise any power necessary to carry out the
intent of this |aw

(6) The Departnent of Transportation shall provide to the
comm ssion, on a full-tinme basis, personnel and technical support
necessary and sufficient to effectively and efficiently carry out
the requirenents of this section. The conm ssion shall appoint an
executive adm ni strator who shall be responsible for the
day-t o-day managenent and adm nistration of the comm ssion. The
executive adm nistrator shall receive a salary set by the
comm ssion and shall be subject to the authority of the State
Per sonnel Board.

(7) (a) Fromand after the effective date of this act, and
during each fiscal year thereafter, the Comm ssioner of Public
Safety shall transfer an anmount not to exceed One MIlion Dollars
(%1, 000, 000. 00) annually fromthe Departnent of Public Safety
Wrel ess Conmunication Fund to the Integrated Public Safety
Commruni cati ons Fund which may be used solely for the purposes of
this act. The Integrated Public Safety Comrunications Fund shal
be adm ni stered by the conm ssion.

(b) The Integrated Public Safety Communi cati ons Fund
may consist of the follow ng:

(1) Appropriations fromthe Legislature;

(ii) Gfts;

(iii1) Federal grants;

(iv) Fees and contributions fromuser agencies
that the conm ssion considers necessary to nmaintain and operate
the system and

(v) Monies fromany other source permtted by |aw

(c) Any nonies remaining in the Integrated Public

Saf ety Conmuni cations Fund at the end of the fiscal year shall not
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revert to the State General Fund, but shall renmin in the

| nt egrat ed Publ

i c Safety Communi cati ons Fund.

(8) Menbers of the conm ssion shall not receive any

conpensati on or

per diem but may receive travel reinbursenent

provi ded for under Section 25-3-41.

(9) There is hereby created the Wrel ess Comruni cati on

Advi sory Board

for the purpose of advising the M ssissipp

Wrel ess Conmuni cati on Commi ssion in performance of its duties.

The advi sory board shall be conposed of the foll ow ng:

(a)
Commi tt ee;

(b)
Uilities Comm

(c)
Guar d;

(d)
Federal Bureau

(e)

The Chairnman of the Senate Public Uilities

The Chairman of the House of Representatives Public
ttee;

The Adjutant General of the M ssissippi National

The Director of the M ssissippi office of the
of Investigation;

One (1) nmenber who represents the state agency

users to be appointed by the Governor;

()

partnershi ps w

One (1) nenber who represents private entities with

th the M ssissippi Interoperable Comrunications

Systens to be appointed by the Governor;

(9)

One (1) nenber of the House of Representatives to

be appoi nted by the Speaker; and

(h)

One (1) nenber of the Senate to be appointed by the

Li eut enant Gover nor.

Menber s of
conpensati on or

provi ded under

the advi sory board shall not receive any
per diem but may receive travel reinbursenent

Section 25-3-41, except that the | egislators shal

recei ve per diem and expenses which shall be paid fromthe

contingent expense funds of their respective houses in the sane

anounts as provided for commttee neetings when the Legislature is

not in session;

S. B. No. 2514
05/ SS26/ R554CS. 3
PAGE 6

however, no per diem and expenses for attending
*SS26/R554CS . 3*



192
193
194
195
196
197
198
199
200
201
202
203
204
205
206
207

neetings of the advisory board shall be paid to | egislative
nmenbers while the Legislature is in session.

(10) It is the intent of the Legislature that all state and
| ocal governnent entities nmake avail able for purposes of this act
all publicly owned w rel ess communications infrastructure,

i ncluding, but not limted to, communications towers, transm ssion
equi pnent, transm ssion frequencies and other rel ated properties
and facilities.

(11) Nothing in this act shall be construed or interpreted
to provide for the regulation or oversight of comercial nobile
radi o services.

(12) Nothing in this act shall be construed to supercede the
authority of the Departnent of Information Technol ogy Services
provided in Section 25-53-1 et seq.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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