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Senat or (s) Dawki ns To: Education

SENATE BI LL NO. 2513

AN ACT TO DI RECT THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON TO PROMULGATE
RULES THAT DELI NEATE A NUTRI TI ON I NTEGRI TY POLI CY FOR PUBLI C
SCHOCOLS; TO SPECI FY THAT COVPETI TI VE FOODS SHALL NOT BE AVAI LABLE
I N ELEMENTARY OR M DDLE SCHOOLS UNTI L ONE- HALF HOUR AFTER THE LAST
LUNCH PERI CD OF EACH DAY; TO DI RECT THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATI ON TO MONI TOR SCHOOL COMPLI ANCE AND SUBM T REPORTS TO THE
LEG SLATURE; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. (1) The Legislature hereby finds, determ nes and

decl ares that:

(a) Child nutrition prograns work as partners in the
educational conmunity to provide healthy neals to school children
to inprove student health and academ c achi evenent;

(b) School districts have the opportunity to create a
nodel environnent for our children, whereby |ifelong healthy
eating habits, including eating patterns, are established and
mai nt ai ned;

(c) Decreased physical activity and the over
consunption of high calorie foods has nainly contributed to an
epi dem ¢ of overwei ght and obese young people and a sharp increase
in the incidence of Type Il diabetes; and

(d) The adoption and nai ntenance of healthy diets and
proper portion control by school children can be expected to
result in substantial savings in health care costs in future
years.

(2) As a result, the Legislature hereby finds and decl ares
that it is in the best interests of the state's youth and the

state in general to raise the standards for school nutrition and
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to further restrict the availability of foods with | ow nutritional
val ue in school s.

SECTION 2. (1) On or before February 1, 2006, the State

Board of Education shall promulgate rules that delineate a
nutrition integrity policy for public schools in the state. The
rules shall be consistent with applicable federal |aw, but may set
forth nutritional standards that are higher than the federal
standards and may be nore restrictive than the federal standards
concerning the availability of conpetitive foods in a school.

(2) (a) The nutrition integrity policy described in
subsection (1) of this section shall state, at a mninum that, on
and after July 1, 2006:

(i) Conpetitive foods shall not be available in
el ementary, mddle or junior high schools during the period from
12:01 a.m to one-half (1/2) hour after the | ast
federal |l y-rei nbursed |unch period of each school day; and

(1i1) School districts shall provide to the
departnment a list of nealtines designated by school site.

(b) The State Departnent of Education, through its
regul ar audits of school districts, shall nonitor conpliance by a
school with the nutrition integrity policy.

(3) On or before Decenber 1, 2006, the State Departnent of
Education shall submt a witten report to the House and Senate
Education Commttees that summarizes the fiscal and nutritional
i npact of conpetitive foods sold in high schools in the state.

The report may contain recommendations for changes in state | aw as
a result of the departnent's findings.

(4) Upon request, the departnent shall provide nodel policy
| anguage to school districts that reflects current research
supporting best practices that provide a positive influence on
children's health and nutrition in the school environnent.

(5) For purposes of this section, "conpetitive foods" neans

any food or beverage sold to students, on school property, that is
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separate and apart fromthe school district's nonprofit food
service program and that is nade avail able to students by
school - approved organi zati ons or by school - approved outsi de
vendors.

SECTION 3. (1) In addition to any other duty required to be

performed by | aw, each |ocal school board shall have and perform
the follow ng specific duties:

(a) To adopt, on or before July 1, 2006, a nutrition
integrity policy consistent wwth the policy adopted by the State
Board of Education pursuant to Section 2 of this act. The
adoption of the policy shall involve, at a mninmm the
participation of the school district food service personnel,
adm nistrators, principals, teachers and representatives of the
school district accountability commttee. The |ocal school board
shal | determ ne what constitutes a school's nonconpliance with the
policy and shall inpose reasonable penalties for the
nonconpl i ance. The |ocal school board shall report all instances
of nonconpliance and the corresponding dates to the State
Department of Education at the end of each fiscal year.

(b) The penalty provisions of paragraph (a) shall not
apply to any school until after the expiration of any nultiyear
contract related to conpetitive foods that is entered into prior
to the effective date of paragraph (a) and that is still in effect
on July 1, 2006.

SECTION 4. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2005.
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el enentary and m ddl e school children; direct.



