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Senat or (s) Huggi ns To: Corrections

SENATE BI LL NO. 2456

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 47-5-76, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
REQUI RE AN | NVATE WHO PROCEEDS | N FORVMA PAUPERI S TO PAY CERTAIN
LI TI GATI ON EXPENSES TO THE DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTI ONS | N | NCREMENTS
OF 20% FROM H S OR HER | NVATE ACCOUNT; TO REMOVE THE REQUI REMENT
THAT I N ORDER FOR AN | NMATE TO PAY CERTAI N LI TI GATI ON EXPENSES
RELATED TO THE I N FORVA PAUPERI S PROCEEDI NGS, THE | NMATE MUST HAVE
HAD FUNDS IN H'S OR HER ACCOUNTS DURI NG THE PRECEDI NG SI X MONTHS;
AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 47-5-76, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

47-5-76. (1) Except as provided in subsection (2) of this
section, if an inmate plaintiff files a pauper's affidavit in a
civil action and the defendant is an enpl oyee of the departnent
and the civil action pertains to the inmate's condition of
confinement, the departnent shall pay, out of any funds avail abl e
for such purpose, all costs of court assessed against the inmate
in the civil action. However, the departnment shall not pay the
costs of court if the inmate has on three (3) or nore prior
occasions, while incarcerated, brought an action or appeal that
was di sm ssed on the grounds that it was frivolous, nalicious, or
failed to state a clai mupon which relief could be granted.

An inmate shall not bring a civil action or appeal a judgnent
inacivil action or proceeding in forma pauperis if the prisoner
has, on three (3) or nore prior occasions, while incarcerated or
detained in any facility, brought an action or appeal in a court
that was dism ssed on the grounds that it was frivol ous,
mal i cious, or failed to state a clai mupon which relief may be
granted, unless the prisoner is under immnent danger of serious

physi cal injury.
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(2) An inmate who proceeds in forna pauperis in a civil

action shall pay twenty percent (209 per nonth of the funds in

his or her inmate account to the departnent until all filing fees

and costs of his or her litigation are paid to the departnent.

The departnent may w t hdraw such funds automatically fromthe

account of any inmate permtted a civil filing as a pauper. |If an

inmate is allowed an appeal in forma pauperis of a civil action,

the inmate shall reinburse all costs and fees to the departnent by

automati c withdrawal each nonth in the anount of twenty percent

(20%9 of his or her funds until all state funds are reinbursed.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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