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Senat or (s) Dawki ns To: Environnent Prot, Cons
and Water Res

SENATE BI LL NO. 2426

AN ACT TO PROVI DE FOR THE RECYCLI NG AND PROPER DI SPOSAL OF
USED CELLULAR PHONES; TO PROH BI' T THE DI SPOSAL OF USED CELLULAR
PHONES AS SOLI D WASTE; TO AUTHORI ZE THE ON- SI TE SEPARATI ON AND
COLLECTI ON OF CELLULAR PHONES; TO REQUI RE THE DEPARTMENT OF
ENVI RONVENTAL QUALI TY TO PREPARE A REPORT ON THE DI SPOSAL OF SUCH
PHONES; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. The Legislature finds and declares that cellul ar

t el ephone (cell phone) use has grown dramatically in the United
States fromthree hundred forty thousand (340,000) subscribers in
1985 to over one hundred thirty-eight mllion (138,000, 000) in
2001; that cell phones are typically used for only eighteen (18)
nont hs before being replaced; and by 2005 about one hundred thirty
mllion (130, 000,000) of these devises, weighing approximtely

si xty-five thousand (65,000) tons, will be retired annually in the
United States. The Legislature further finds and decl ares t hat
certain environnmental problens are created by used cell phones and
ot her wireless el ectronic devices, such as personal digital
assistants, portable e-nail devices, pagers, pocket PDs and MP3
nmusi ¢ players, all of which are made of simlar nmaterials and
presents simlar problems with respect to the solid waste they
generate; and that this so-called "wi rel ess waste" poses
particularly acute problens when these snall devices are sent to
solid waste landfills or incinerators, where rel eases of the many
toxic materials they contain create threats to human health and
the environnment. The Legislature further finds and decl ares that
the use of toxic substance in cell phones, particularly |ead and
brom nated flanme retardants, should be reduced; that toxic

substance contained in cell phones include a nunber of persistent
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and bi oaccumul ative toxic chem cals, or PBTs, which have been
associ ated with cancer and a range of reproductive, neurol ogical
and devel opnental disorders; that PBTs pose a particular threat to
chil dren, whose devel opi ng organ and i nmune systens are highly
susceptible to toxic insult; that PBTs in cell phones include
arseni c, antinony, beryllium cadm um copper, |ead, nickel and
zinc, and that additional health threats are posed by brom nated
flame retardants used in plastic conponents; that these toxic
subst ances can |l each into soil and groundwater from | andfil

di sposal and form highly toxic dioxins and furans during
incineration. The Legislature therefore determnes that it is in
the public interest to prohibit used cell phones fromentering

M ssissippi's solid waste stream and that the state, through the
Department of Environnmental Quality, should pronote the proper
managenent and recycling of used cell phones.

SECTION 2. As used in this act:

(a) "Departnent” neans the Departnent of Environnental
Quality.

(b) "Executive director" nmeans the Executive Director
of the Departnent of Environnmental Quality.

(c) "Institutional generator” neans the owner or
operator of any public or private, commercial or industrial
establishnment or facility, including any establishnent owned or
operated by, or on behalf of, a governnental agency, health care
facility or hospital, research laboratory or facility, who
routinely uses and eventually di scards used cell phones.

SECTION 3. (1) No person shall dispose of a used cell phone

as solid waste at any tine. Any person seeking to discard a used
cel |l phone:

(a) Deliver the used cell phone to a recycling center
at which used cell phones are received, stored, processed or

transferred for the purpose of recycling; or
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(b) Transport the used cell phone to a household
hazar dous waste collection site established pursuant to a county
househol d hazardous waste coll ection program

(2) No solid waste collector shall know ngly coll ect used
cells phones placed for collection and disposal as solid waste. A
solid waste collector may refuse to collect a solid waste
contai ner containing a used cell phone.

(3) No solid waste facility in this state shall know ngly
accept for disposal solid waste containing any used cell phones.
The owner or operator of a solid waste facility may refuse to
accept for disposal any solid waste containing any used cel
phones.

SECTION 4. (1) Any institutional generator may provide for

the on-site source separation, collection and recycling of al
used cell phones or other wreless el ectronic devices, including
personal digital assistants, portable e-nmail devices, pagers,
pocket PDs or MP3 nusic players generated at the facility.
(2) Any institutional generator seeking to di spose of used

cell phones or other wireless electronic devices may:

(a) Deliver the used cell phones or other wrel ess
el ectronic devices to a recycling center at which used cell phones
or other wireless electronic devices are received, stored,
processed or transferred for the purposes of recycling;

(b) Transport the used cell phones or other wrel ess
el ectronic devices to a househol d hazardous waste collection site
established pursuant to a county househol d hazardous waste
col l ection progranm or

(c) Return the used cell phones or other wrel ess
el ectronic devices to a retailer, distributor or manufacturer of
cellular tel ephones or consuner el ectronics who sponsors a
"t ake- back"™ program or otherw se accepts used cell phones or other

wi reless electronic devices for recycling on a voluntary basis.
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SECTION 5. (1) The executive director shall prepare a

report to the Legislature concerning the inplenmentation of this
act, including recommendations as to whether the collection,
transportation or recycling nethods prescribed herein are the nost
appropriate neans to ensure the environnentally sound col | ecti on,
transportation or recycling of used cell phones and other wreless
el ectronic devices. The report shall be transmtted to the
Legi sl ature not later than January 1, 2006.

(2) The report shall include, but need not be limted to,
recommendat i ons concer ni ng:

(a) A requirenent that manufacturers institute and
i npl enent a mandatory "take-back" programfor the return and
recycling of used cell phones and other wireless electronic
devi ces;

(b) The practicability and feasibility of providing for
the collection of used cell phones and other wireless electronic
devices by requiring a deposit on, and establishing a refund val ue
for, any cell phone, or any personal digital assistant, portable
e-mai | device, pager, pocket PD or MP3 nusic player sold or
of fered for pronotional purposes in this state; and

(c) The practicability and feasibility of ensuring the
proper disposition of used cell phones, or used personal digital
assi stants, portable e-mail devices, pagers, pocket PDs or MP3
nmusi ¢ pl ayers by inposing a predi sposal surcharge on the sale of
t hese consunmer wireless el ectronic devices.

SECTION 6. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2005.

S. B. No. 2426 *SS01/R436*

05/ SS01/ R436 ST: Solid waste; prohibit disposal of cel
PAGE 4 phones in solid waste.



