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Senat or (s) Si mmons To: Education;
Appropri ations

SENATE BI LL NO. 2375

AN ACT TO PROVI DE AN ALLOTMENT OF FUNDS UNDER THE ADEQUATE
EDUCATI ON PROGRAM FOR THE PURPCSE OF EMPLOYI NG SCHOOL SOCI AL
WORKERS BASED UPON SCHOOL STUDENT ENROLLMENT, TO PROVI DE CERTAI N
CONDI TI ONS ON THE EMPLOYMENT OF STATE- FUNDED SCHOOL SOCI AL
WORKERS; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. (1) Beginning with the 2005-2006 school year, in

addition to other funds allotted under the adequate education
program each school district shall be allotted funding to enpl oy
one (1) school social worker for every two thousand (2, 000)
students enrolled in the school district, or fraction thereof;
provi ded that each school district shall be eligible for at |east
one (1) state-funded social worker.

(2) The State Departnent of Education may, however, increase
t he nunber of positions funded each year beyond the above
requi renents as noney i s rmade avail abl e.

(3) The assignnment of state-funded social workers to the
particul ar schools within the district shall be at the discretion
of the local school board with the follow ng restrictions:

(a) No individual shall be enployed as a school soci al
wor ker wi thout appropriate training and certification as
determ ned by the State Departnent of Education; and

(b) School social workers shall be full-tine
pr of essi onal personnel and shall spend a m ni num of eighty-five
percent (85% of work time in direct social worker rel ationships

with students.
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(4) Nothing in this section shall prohibit any school
district fromenploying wwth | ocal funds nore school soci al
wor kers than are provided for in this section.

(5) The State Departnent of Education nmay adopt regul ations
regarding the activities of the school social workers as are not
inconsistent with this section.

SECTION 2. Al new prograns authorized in this act are

subject to the availability of funds specifically appropriated
therefor by the Legislature.
SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2005.
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