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Senator(s) Walls To: Judiciary, Division B

SENATE BI LL NO. 2359

AN ACT TO PROVI DE THAT REFUSAL TO RENDER NECESSARY MEDI CAL
CARE TO AN ELECTED OFFICIAL OR HHS FAM LY, EMPLOYEES OR EMPLOYEES
FAM LI ES SHALL BE A M SDEMEANOR UNDER CERTAI N Cl RCUMSTANCES; AND
FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. (1) A nedical provider shall be guilty of a

m sdenmeanor who refuses or threatens to refuse necessary nedica
care to an elected official, enployee of an elected official,
famly menber of an elected official, or fam |y nenber of an

el ected official's enpl oyee based on the elected official's public
position or vote on a political issue when there is no nedically
justifiable reason for refusal of nedical care and no econonic
inability to pay on the part of the person being refused
treatnent.

(2) For the purposes of this section, "nedical provider"
means a hospital, clinic, institution for aged or infirm
physi ci an, osteopath, dentist, nurse, nurse practitioner,
physi ci an assi stant, psychol ogi st, podiatrist, optonetrist,
chiropractor, pharnmaci st or pharnmacy.

(3) A person found guilty of a m sdenmeanor under this
section shall be punished by a fine not to exceed Five Thousand
Dol | ars ($5, 000.00), or inprisonnent not to exceed thirty (30)
days, or both.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2005.
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