M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2005

By: Senator(s) Tollison, Dearing, Al britton, To: Judiciary, Division B
Thames, Dawkins, Harvey, Jackson (11lth),
Jackson (32nd)

COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE
FOR
SENATE BI LL NO. 2354

1 AN ACT TO PROH BI T HOG AND CANI NE FI GHTI NG WHEN | NTENTI ONALLY
2 CONDUCTED BY ANY PERSON; TO ENACT PENALTIES FOR VI OLATI ON;, AND FOR
3 RELATED PURPCSES.

4 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

5 SECTION 1. (1) For the purposes of this section, "hog"

6 neans a pig, sw ne or boar

7 (2) It is unlawful for any person to organize or conduct any

8 comercial or private event, commonly referred to as a "catch,”

9 wherein there is a display of conbat or fighting anong one or nore
10 donestic or feral canines and feral or donestic hogs and in which
11 it is intended or reasonably foreseeable that the cani nes or hogs
12 would be injured, mained, nutilated or kill ed.

13 (3) It is unlawful for any person to intentionally do any of
14 the followi ng for the purpose of organizing, conducting or

15 financially or materially supporting any event prohibited by this
16 section:

17 (a) Finance, conmercially advertise, sell adm ssion

18 tickets or enploy persons.

19 (b) Omn, manage or operate any facility or property.
20 (c) Supply, breed, train or keep cani nes or hogs.

21 (d) Knowi ngly purchase tickets of adm ssion.

22 (4) The provisions of this section shall not apply to any
23 conpetitive event in which canines trained for hunting or herding
24 activities are released in an open or enclosed area to |ocate and
25 corner hogs, commonly referred to as a "bay event,"” and in which
26 conpetitive points are deducted if a hog is caught and hel d,
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unl ess by these actions it is reasonably foreseeable that the
cani nes or hogs would be injured, mainmed, nutilated or killed.

(5) The provisions of this section shall not apply to the
| awf ul hunting of hogs wth canines or the use of canines for the
managenent, farm ng or herding of hogs which are |ivestock or the
private training of canines for the purposes enunerated in this
subsection provided that such training is conducted for the field
usi ng accepted dog handling and training practices and is not in
viol ation of the provisions of subsection (1) of this section.

(6) Any person convicted under the provisions of this
section shall be fined not nore than One Thousand Dol | ars
($1, 000.00), inprisoned for not nore than six (6) nonths, or both.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2005.
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