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Senat or (s) Si mmons, Chaney To: Education

SENATE BI LL NO. 2302

AN ACT TO REQUI RE SCHOOL DI STRICTS WTH LEVEL 3 OR LOVER
ACCREDI TATI ON RATI NG TO ADOPT PCLI CI ES AND PROCEDURES REGARDI NG
THEI R DAILY CURRI CULUM WEEKLY HOVEWORK ASSI GNVENTS, PARENTAL
| N\VOLVEMENT, DRESS CODES, SCHOOL HOLI DAYS, PARENT/ TEACHER
CONFERENCES AND SCHOOL SYLLABI TO REDUCE THE AT- Rl SK PUPI L
POPULATI ON; TO PROVI DE THAT ALTERNATI VE SCHOOLS | N THE SAME
DI STRI CTS PROVI DE FOR THE SAME TYPE POLI Cl ES AND PROCEDURES; AND
FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. (1) The school board of every school district

having a Level 3 or |lower accreditation rating shall adopt
policies and procedures regarding their daily curriculum weekly
honewor k assi gnnents, parental involvenent, dress codes, school
hol i days, parent/teacher conferences and school syllabi to | ower
the at-risk pupil population for such school district. The
policies and procedures shall include, but are not limted to, the
fol | ow ng:

(a) Every child shall be assigned daily homework
assi gnnment s;

(b) Every child shall be taught to wite in proper
manuscri pt and cursive lettering, which shall be reinforced
t hrough weekend homewor k assi gnnents at every grade | evel;

(c) Every child shall be assigned a daily reading
assi gnnment ;

(d) Every child shall be assigned a daily witten
assignment to acconpany the daily reading assignnent to assess the
readi ng conprehension | evel of the child;

(e) Every child shall be assigned a mninmmof five (5)

wor ds per week in each subject area to learn to spell, define and
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use in a sentence, which shall be used to assess the child's
retention of the assignnent;

(f) Every child shall be assigned a m ni mumof one (1)
book to read per subject each nonth and shall wite a short report
on the subject matter of the book, which shall be used to assess
the child s learning ability. Children in primary grades may be
all owed to draw pictures, elaborate orally or use any ot her
alternative nethod to tell about their books;

(g) Every parent or guardian of a child shal
participate in one (1) supportive service for the school district,
such as watching the bus stop, working the concession stand for an
athletic event, chaperoning a school sponsored event, serving the
Parent Teacher Association, or serving as a nentor, resource
of ficer or tutor;

(h) Every teacher shall dress in a professional manner,
whi ch does not include wearing blue jeans, denimjeans or tee
shirts;

(1) Every child shall be required to dress in schoo
uni f or nvs;

(j) The school districts shall provide for only the
foll ow ng school holidays: Labor Day, Thanksgiving Holi days,

Chri stmas Hol i days, New Year's Holidays, Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr., Holiday, Spring Break and Good Friday. There shall be no
nore permanent early rel ease days;

(k) Staff devel opnent training shall not be held during
the use of regular school days; however, the staff devel opnent
training may be offered after the regul ar school day has been
conpleted. The staff devel opnent training shall be relevant to
t he teachi ng experience and beneficial to the teacher, student and
district as a whol e;

(1) Parent/teacher conferences shall be held at the

m ddl e of the nine-week termonly wth the parent and child who
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has not mastered his or her course work for the md-termor if the
child has denonstrated bad citizenship;

(m The school district shall provide a syllabus for
each nine (9) weeks with the homework assignnments posted for each
subject. Each syllabus shall contain an agreenent that the parent
or guardian shall be required to sign stating that they understand
the child has daily homework assignnents and that they have
recei ved a docunent outlining their child s work assignnments and
the due dates of the assignnents; and

(n) The school district shall post the syllabi on the
school district website, if one is available. |If a student |oses
his or her syllabi, the school district my charge a fee of not
nore than Twenty-five Cents (25¢) per individual sheet to copy and
repl ace the docunent(s).

(2) Alternative school progranms in school districts having a
Level 3 or lower accreditation rating shall adopt the sane
policies as provided in subsection (1) of this section. Students
attending an alternative school shall attend school for no |ess
than eight (8) hours per day and shall attend school on Saturday
for no less than eight (8) hours per day. At these alternative
school s, Saturday shall be known as "Attitude Adjustnent Day."
Each Saturday, the school districts shall arrange to have retired
mlitary, first responders, volunteer nentors, mnisters, parents
and any other community volunteers attend school with the
alternative school students and share their skills and know edge
wi th the students, encouraging themto beconme better students and
citizens. In addition, the school district may provide that on
Sat urdays, students may participate in comrunity service prograns
to help build character and concern for their own school, famly,
nei ghbor hood and comunity.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2005.
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