M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2005

By:

© (00} N OO WNE

N N N DD N D N DD DN P PP PPk kPP
© 0O N o o b~ W N P O O 0o N oo o~ wN -+, O

Senat or (s) Jackson (15t h) To: Education

SENATE BI LL NO. 2286

AN ACT TO AUTHORI ZE AND DI RECT THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON
TO | SSUE RULES AND REGULATI ONS ASSURI NG ACADEM C FREEDOM BY
REQUI RI NG THE TEACHI NG AND PRESENTATI ON OF SCI ENTI FI C CREATI ONI SM
I N PUBLI C SCHOCOLS | F THE THEORY OF EVOLUTION | S TAUGHT; TO
ESTABLI SH GUI DELI NES FOR CURRI CULA THEREFOR;, AND FOR RELATED
PURPGOSES.

VWHEREAS, it appears that nost, if not all, state-supported
educational institutions require students to take courses in which
naturalistic concepts of evolution are taught as scientific
expl anations of origins of the universe, |ife and man; and

VWHEREAS, evol ution is not denonstrable as scientific fact or
testable as a scientific hypothesis and, therefore, nust be
accepted phil osophically by faith; and

VWHEREAS, there is another concept of origins - nanely, that
of special creation of the universe, life and man by an ommni pot ent
personal Creator - which is at |east as satisfactory a scientific
explanation of origins as is evolution and is accepted as such by
a |large nunber of scientists and other well-inforned people; and

VWHEREAS, many citizens of this state believe in the special
creation concept of origins and are convinced that exclusive
i ndoctrination of their children in the evolutionary concept is
inimcal to their religious faith and to their noral and civic
teachings, as well as to scientific objectivity, academ c freedom
and civil rights; and

VWHEREAS, even a nunber of citizens who are not opposed to the
evol ution concept at |east favor a bal anced treatnent of these two
(2) alternative views or origins in the schools, thus allow ng
students to consider all of the evidences favoring each concept

bef ore deci ding which to believe; and
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VWHEREAS, the United States Suprene Court has ruled that the
state may not establish a religion of secularismin the sense of
affirmatively opposing religion, stating that the First Amendnent
to the U S. Constitution forbids alike the preference of a
religious doctrine or the prohibition of a theory which is deened
antagonistic to a particular dogma; NOW THEREFORE

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. As used in this act:

(a) "Theory of evolution" shall nmean the belief that
present processes, acting essentially as at present, suffice to
explain the past history of the cosnos, including its assuned
evol uti onary devel opnent from prineval chaos into its present
form The origin and devel opnent of the elenents, the gal axy, the
sol ar system of |life, of all the species of plants and ani nals,
the origin of man, and the origin of all things are included in
this cosnology. WMatter or energy, or both, in some formare
assuned to be eternal, so that there has never been any real
creation of anything ex nihilo, as used in this definition.

(b) "Scientific creationisn shall nmean the belief,
based upon scientific principles, that there was a tinme in the
past when all matter, energy and life, and their processes and
rel ati onships, were created ex nihilo and fixed by creative and
intelligent design.

SECTION 2. Public schools within this state shall give

bal anced treatnment to the theory of scientific creationismand the
theory of evolution. Balanced treatnment of these two (2) theories
shall be given (a) in classroom|ectures taken as a whole for each
course, (b) in textbook materials taken as a whole for each
course, (c) in library materials taken as a whole for any field of
the sciences on humanities, and (d) in other educational prograns,
to the extent that such |ectures, textbooks, library materials or
educati onal prograns deal in any way with the subject of the

origin of man, life, the earth or the universe.
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SECTION 3. Treatnent of either the theory of evolution or

the theory of scientific creationismshall be limted to
scientific evidence for each theory and inferences from such
scientific evidence and shall not include religious instruction.

SECTI ON 4. Public schools within the state, or their

personnel, shall not discrimnate, by reducing a grade or by
singling out and criticizing publicly, against any student who
denonstrates a satisfactory understandi ng of both the theory of
evolution and the theory of scientific creationismand who al so
accepts or rejects either theory in whole or in part.

SECTION 5. This act does not require a permt or instruction

in any religious doctrine or materials. This act does not require
any instruction in the subject of origins, but requires
instruction in scientific theories of both evolution and
scientific creationismif public schools choose to teach either.
This act does not require each individual textbook or |ibrary book
to give balanced treatnent to the theories of evolution and
scientific creationism and it does not require any school books
to be discarded. This act does not require each individual
classroomlecture in a course to give such bal anced treatnent, but
sinply requires the lectures as a whole to give bal anced
treatnment; it permts one (1) unit to present the theory of

evol ution and another unit to present the theory of scientific
creationism This act does not affect university |evel
instruction but applies only to public secondary and el enentary
school s.

SECTION 6. The State Board of Education is hereby authorized

and directed to pronulgate rules and regul ati ons whi ch provide
that in all public elenmentary and secondary schools a bal anced
treatnment of evolution and scientific creationismis included in
all courses, textbooks and library materials dealing in any manner
Wi th the subject of origins, such treatnent to be limted to the

scientific rather than religious aspects of the two (2) concepts.
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The board shal

establish curricula guidelines for public schools

consistent wwth the provisions of this act.

SECTI ON 7.

This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2005.
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creationismin the public schools;
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