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Senat or (s) Burton To: Education; Judiciary,
Division B

SENATE BI LL NO. 2277

AN ACT TO CODI FY SECTI ON 37-35-13, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
AND TO AMEND SECTION 37-16-4, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO
PRESCRI BE CRI M NAL PENALTI ES FOR VI OLATI ONS OF GENERAL EDUCATI ONAL
DEVELOPMVENT TEST (CGED) SECURI TY PROCEDURES; AND FOR RELATED
PURPGOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. The followi ng shall be codified as Section
37-35-13, M ssissippi Code of 1972:

37-35-13. (1) It is unlawful for anyone know ngly and
willfully to do any of the follow ng acts regardi ng the CGeneral
Educati on Devel opnment Test (CED):

(a) Gve an exam nee access to test questions prior to
testing;

(b) Copy or reproduce all or any portion of any secure
test booklet or conpleted test;

(c) Coach an exam nee during testing or alter or
interfere with an exam nee's response in any way,

(d) Make an answer key avail able to an exam nee;

(e) Forge, counterfeit or alter a transcript, diplom
or grade report;

(f) Fail to account for all secure test materials
before, during and after testing;

(g) Participate in, direct, aid, counsel, assist in,
encourage or fail to report any of the acts prohibited in this
section.

(2) Any person violating any provisions of subsection (1) of
this section is guilty of a m sdeneanor and upon conviction shal

be fined not nore than One Thousand Dol |l ars ($1, 000.00), or be
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i nprisoned for not nore than ninety (90) days, or both. Upon
conviction, the State Board for Community and Juni or Col | eges nmay
suspend or revoke the CGED credential of the person convicted.

(3) The district attorney or county prosecuting attorney
shal |l investigate allegations of violations of this section,
either on their own initiative or follow ng the receipt of an
all egation, or at the request of the Executive Director of the
State Board for Community and Juni or Col |l eges.

(4) The district attorney or county prosecuting attorney
shall furnish to the Executive Director of the State Board for
Communi ty and Juni or Coll eges a report of the findings of any
i nvestigation conducted pursuant to this section.

(5 Nothing in this section may be construed to prohibit or
interfere with the responsibilities of the State Board for
Community and Junior Colleges in test devel opnent or sel ection,
test formconstruction, standard setting, test scoring and
reporting, or any other related activities which in the judgnent
of the Executive Director of the State Board for Comrunity and
Juni or Col |l eges are necessary and appropri ate.

SECTION 2. Section 37-16-4, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as fol |l ows:

37-16-4. (1) It is unlawful for anyone know ngly and
willfully to do any of the follow ng acts regardi ng mandatory
uniformtests admnistered to students as required by the State
Departnent of Education * * *:

(a) G ve exanm nees access to test questions prior to
testing;

(b) Copy or reproduce all or any portion of any secure
test bookl et;

(c) Coach exam nees during testing or alter or
interfere with exam nees' responses in any way;

(d) Make answer keys avail able to exam nees;
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(e) Fail to account for all secure test materials
before, during and after testing;

(f) Participate in, direct, aid, counsel, assist in,
encourage or fail to report any of the acts prohibited in this
section.

(2) Any person violating any provisions of subsection (1) of
this section is guilty of a m sdeneanor and upon conviction shal
be fined not nore than One Thousand Dol |l ars ($1, 000.00), or be
i nprisoned for not nore than ninety (90) days, or both. Upon
conviction, the State Board of Education may suspend or revoke the
adm ni strative or teaching credentials, or both, of the person
convi ct ed.

(3) The district attorney shall investigate allegations of
violations of this section, either on its own initiative follow ng
a receipt of allegations, or at the request of a school district
or the State Departnent of Educati on.

(4) The district attorney shall furnish to the State
Superi ntendent of Education a report of the findings of any
i nvestigation conducted pursuant to this section.

(5) The State Board of Education shall establish statistical
guidelines to examne the results of state mandated tests to
determ ne where there is evidence of testing irregularities
resulting in false or msleading results in the aggregate or
conposite test scores of the class, grade, age group or school
district. Wen said irregularities are identified, the State
Superi ntendent of Education may order that any group of students
identified as being required to retake the test at state expense
under state supervision. The school district shall be given at
| east thirty (30) days' notice before the next test adm nistration
and shall conply with the order of the State Superintendent of
Education. The results fromthe second adm ni stration of the test

shall be final for all uses of that data.
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(6) Nothing in this section may be construed to prohibit or
interfere with the responsibilities of the State Board of
Education or the State Departnent of Education in test devel opnent
or selection, test formconstruction, standard setting, test
scoring, and reporting, or any other related activities which in
the judgnent of the State Superintendent of Education are
necessary and appropriate.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2005.
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