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SENATE BI LL NO. 2254

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ONS 25-15-3 AND 37-6-13, M SSI SS| PP
CODE OF 1972, TO | NCLUDE MEMBERS OF LOCAL SCHOOL BQARDS | N THE
STATE AND SCHOOL EMPLOYEES HEALTH | NSURANCE PLAN, AND FOR RELATED
PURPGOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 25-15-3, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

[ Through June 30 of the year in which Section 25-11-143
beconmes effective as provided in subsection (1) of Section
25-11-143, this section shall read as follows:]

25-15-3. For the purposes of this article, the words
and phrases used herein shall have the foll ow ng neani ngs:

(a) "Enployee" neans a person who works full time for
the State of M ssissippi and receives his conpensation in a direct
paynent from a departnment, agency or institution of the state
government and any person who works full tine for any school
district, conmunity/junior college, public library or
uni versity-based program aut hori zed under Section 37-23-31 for
deaf, aphasic and enotionally disturbed children or any regul ar

nonst udent bus driver, and nenbers of the school board of any

school district. This shall include |egislators, enployees of the

| egi sl ative branch and the judicial branch of the state and
"enpl oyees” shall include full-tinme salaried judges and full-tine
district attorneys and their staff and full-tinme compul sory school
attendance officers. For the purposes of this article, any
"enpl oyee"” making contributions to the State of M ssissipp

retirement plan shall be considered a full-tinme enpl oyee.
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(b) "Departnment” means the Departnent of Finance and
Adm ni stration.

(c) "Plan" neans the State and School Enployees Life
and Heal th Insurance Plan created under this article.

(d) "Fund" neans the State and School Enpl oyees
| nsurance Fund set up under this article.

(e) "Retiree" nmeans any enpl oyee retired under the
M ssi ssippi retirenent plan.

(f) "Board" neans the State and School Enpl oyees Health
| nsurance Managenent Board created under Section 25-15-303.

[Fromand after July 1 of the year in which Section 25-11-143
becones effective as provided in subsection (1) of Section
25-11-143, this section shall read as follows:]
25-15-3. For the purposes of this article, the words and

phrases used in this section shall have the foll ow ng neani ngs:

(a) "Enployee" neans a person who works full time for
the State of M ssissippi and receives his conpensation in a direct
paynment from a departnent, agency or institution of the state
governnent, and any person who works full tinme for any school
district, comrunity/junior college, public library,
uni versity-based program aut horized under Section 37-23-31 for
deaf, aphasic and enotionally disturbed children, or any regular

nonst udent bus driver, and nenbers of the school board of any

school district. This termincludes |egislators, enployees of the

| egi sl ative branch and the judicial branch of the state,
full-tinme salaried judges and full-tine district attorneys and
their staff, and full-tinme conpul sory school attendance officers.
For the purposes of this article, any "enpl oyee"” making
contributions to the Public Enpl oyees' Retirenent Systemor the
H ghway Safety Patrol Retirement System shall be considered a
full-time enpl oyee.

(b) "Departnent"” neans the Departnent of Finance and

Adm ni stration.
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(c) "Plan" nmeans the State and School Enpl oyees Life
and Heal th Insurance Plan created under this article.

(d) "Fund" neans the State and School Enpl oyees
| nsurance Fund set up under this article.

(e) "Board" neans the State and School Enpl oyees Health
| nsurance Managenent Board created under Section 25-15-303.

SECTION 2. Section 37-6-13, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as fol |l ows:

37-6-13. (1) Each person serving as a nenber of the school
board of any school district shall receive per diemin the anount
of Sixty-seven Dollars ($67.00) for no nore than thirty-six (36)
neetings of the school board during any one (1) fiscal year or, in
his or her discretion, irrevocably may choose to receive as
conpensation for his or her services an annual salary in the
amount of Two Thousand Four Hundred Dol | ars ($2,400.00), which
choice shall remain in force for all successive terns or periods
of service of that nenber. The receipt of the conpensation shal
not entitle any nenber of a school board to receive or be eligible

for any * * * retirenent * * * penefits, however, any nenber of

the school board may elect to enroll in the State and School

Enpl oyees Heal th I nsurance Pl an created under Section 25-15-3 et

seq. Each nenber shall be reinbursed for the necessary expenses
and mleage in attending neetings of the school board. In
addition to the foregoing, all nmenbers may be rei nbursed for

m | eage and actual expenses incurred in the further performance of
their duties, including attendance at any mandatory school board
trai ning session or at regional and national education neetings,
when such m | eage and ot her expenses are authorized by the board
prior to the date on which they occur. Detailed vouchers shall be
submtted for reinbursenent for all expenses authorized by this
section. Such reinbursenent shall be in accordance with Section

25-3-41.
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Such expenses shall be paid on order of the school board by
pay certificates issued by the superintendent of the school
district involved against the funds avail able for paynent of the
adm ni strative expense of the district.

(2) (a) |If a nmenber of a school board m sses twenty percent
(20%9 or nore of the neetings of the school board during a
cal endar year, except for absences caused by required mlitary
duty, the nenber nust reinburse the school district that portion
of the total salary paid to the nenber that year which is
proportionate to the nunber of neetings m ssed by the nenber in
relation to the total nunmber of school board neetings held during
that year. For purposes of this subsection, consideration my be
given only to neetings of which public notice is required.

(b) Before February 1 of each year, the president of
each | ocal school board shall submt a report to the State Board
of Education containing the nanes of any nenbers of the school
board who m ssed twenty percent (20% or nore of the school board
neetings during the precedi ng cal endar year.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2005.

S. B. No. 2254 *SS01/R67*
05/ SS01/ R67 ST: Public school board nenbers; include in
PAGE 4 State and School Enpl oyees Heal th | nsurance

Pl an.



