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Senat or (s) Harden To: Judiciary, Division B

SENATE BI LL NO. 2153

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 23-15-11, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
TO PROVI DE THAT ANY PERSON CONVI CTED OF A CRI ME UPON COVPLETI ON OF
THE SENTENCE | MPCSED SHALL BE AUTOVATI CALLY ELI G BLE TO VOTE;, AND
FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 23-15-11, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

23-15-11. (1) Every inhabitant of this state * * * shall be

a qualified elector in and for the county, nunicipality and voting

precinct of his residence, and shall be entitled to vote at any

el ection if the person:

(a) Is acitizen of the United States of Anerica;

(b) Is eighteen (18) years old or ol der;

)

c) ** * Has resided in this state for thirty (30)

days, and for thirty (30) days in the county in which he offers to
vote, and for thirty (30) days in the incorporated city or town in
whi ch he offers to vote, and who shall have been duly registered
as an el ector pursuant to Section 23-15-33;

(d) Has not been determ ned nentally inconpetent by a

final judgnent of a court;

(e) Has not been finally convicted of a fel ony other

than the follow ng: nanslaughter, any violation of the United

States Internal Revenue Code, or any violation of the tax | aws of

this state; or, if so convicted, has:

(i) Fully discharged the person's sentence,

i ncluding any term of incarceration, parole or supervision, or

conpl eted a period of probation ordered by any court; or
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(ii) Been pardoned or otherw se rel eased fromthe

resulting disability to vote.

(2) Any person who will be eighteen (18) years of age or
ol der on or before the date of the general election and who is
duly registered to vote not less than thirty (30) days prior to
the primary el ection associated with such general election may
vote in such primary el ection even though such person has not
reached his or her eighteenth birthday at the time such person
offers to vote at such prinmary el ection

(3) No others than those listed in this section shall be

entitled, or shall be allowed, to vote at any el ection.

SECTION 2. The Attorney Ceneral of the State of M ssissipp
shall submt this act, imrediately upon approval by the Governor,
or upon approval by the Legislature subsequent to a veto, to the
Attorney Ceneral of the United States or to the United States
District Court for the District of Colunbia in accordance with the
provi sions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as anended and
ext ended.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after the date it is effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting
Ri ghts Act of 1965, as anended and extended, provided that an
anendnent to the Constitution nmaking the necessary changes to
Section 241, M ssissippi Constitution of 1890, is certified by the

Secretary of State as having been ratified by the people.
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