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Senator (s) Kirby To: Insurance

SENATE BI LL NO. 2090

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 83-17-401, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
TO REVI SE THE DEFI NI TI ON OF THE TERM "ADJUSTER' TO | NCLUDE
SALARI ED EMPLOYEES OF | NSURERS WHO ARE REGULARLY ENGAGED I N THE
ADJUSTMENT, | NVESTI GATI ON OR SUPERVI SI ON OF | NSURANCE CLAI MS; AND
FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. Section 83-17-401, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:
83-17-401. As used in this article, unless the context
ot herwi se requires:
(a) "Adjuster" neans any person who, as an independent
contractor, or as an enpl oyee of an independent contractor,
adj ust mrent bureau, association, insurance company or corporation,
managi ng general agent or self-insured, investigates or adjusts
| osses on behal f of either an insurer or a self-insured, or any
per son who supervises the handling of clains. "Adjuster"” shal
not i ncl ude:
(i) An attorney at |aw who adjusts insurance
| osses fromtinme to tine and incidental to the practice of |aw,
and who does not advertise or represent that he is an adjuster;

* * *

(ii) Persons enployed only for the purpose of

furni shing technical assistance to a |licensed adjuster, including,
but not limted to, photographers, estimators, private detectives,
engi neers, handwiting experts and attorneys at |aw,

(iii) Alicensed agent or general agent of an

aut hori zed i nsurer who processes undi sputed or uncontested | osses,
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or both, for such insurer under policies issued by the |licensed
agent or general agent;

(iv) A person who perfornms clerical duties with

no negotiations with the parties on disputed or contested cl ai ns,
or both; or
(v) Any person who handl es clains arising under
life, accident and health i nsurance policies.
(b) "lnsurer" means any insurance conpany or
sel f-insured.
(c) "Comm ssioner"” nmeans the Comm ssioner of Insurance.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2005.
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