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By:
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SENATE BI LL NO. 2060

AN ACT TO DESI GNATE THE AMERI CAN ALLI GATOR AS THE STATE
REPTI LE; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

VWHEREAS, the American Alligator is found in the southeastern
United States from Texas to Florida, and from South Carolina to
the Gulf Coast. They are found in both natural and nmanmade
freshwat er | akes, ponds, rivers and wetland areas; and

VWHEREAS, the M ssissippi Departnent of Wldlife, Fisheries
and Parks estinmates that there are 32,000-38,000 alligators and
about 408,000 acres of alligator habitat in M ssissippi.
Al'ligator reports have come fromas far north as Coahong,
Laf ayette and |Itawanba Counties, and as far south as the coastal
counti es of Jackson, Harrison and Hancock; and

WHEREAS, alligators are inmportant to the ecology of their
habitat. During droughts, they dig holes, or dens, which provide
water for the wildlife community. The alligators construct these
"gator holes” with their large sweeping tails that retain water
during periods of drought. This provides water and foragi ng space
for many ot her species, such as wading birds; and

WHEREAS, alligators are unique in that, unlike other
reptiles, fermale alligators will protect their young for up to two
years after hatching. W feel this sets a good exanple for al
ani mal parents. They have proven thenselves to be highly
resilient to both natural and induced nortality. In fact, they
are known to have existed before the dinosaurs--nore than 200

mllion years ago; and
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VWHEREAS, alligators are one of the few aninmals that have been
| i sted as endangered and rallied back again.

SECTION 1. The Anerican Alligator (Alligator

M ssi ssippiensis) is hereby designated the State Reptil e of
M ssi ssi ppi .
SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2005.
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