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Senator(s) Burton To: Insurance

SENATE BI LL NO. 2045

AN ACT TO CREATE A NEW CODE SECTI ON TO BE CODI FI ED AS SECTI ON
63-15-8, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO REQUI RE PROOF OF MOTOR
VEHI CLE LI ABI LI TY | NSURANCE BEFORE RECEI VI NG MOTOR VEHI CLE LI CENSE
TAGS; TO AMEND SECTI ON 63-15-4, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO
PROVI DE THAT A PORTI ON OF THE FINES LEVIED I N MUNI CI PAL COURT ON
PERSONS VWHO DO NOT HAVE MOTOR VEH CLE LI ABI LI TY | NSURANCE SHALL BE
DEPCSI TED | N THE GENERAL FUND OF THE MUNI ClI PALI TY; AND FOR RELATED
PURPGOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. The followi ng shall be codified as Section
63-15-8, M ssissippi Code of 1972:

63-15-8. (1) Every owner of a notor vehicle in this state
shal | furnish proof of notor vehicle liability insurance as
required by this chapter before such owner may receive a |icense
tag for a notor vehicle or renew a |license tag. However, any
owner of a notor vehicle exenpted fromthe proof of insurance
requi renent pursuant to Section 63-15-4(1) shall be exenpted from
the provisions of this section. Proof of notor vehicle liability
i nsurance as required by this chapter shall be made by presenting
to the tax collector in person or by mail the insurance card, or a
copy thereof, issued by the insurer for the notor vehicle.

(2) Any person who presents or causes to be presented to the
tax collector or to any court of this state fal se evidence of
notor vehicle liability insurance as required by this chapter,
upon conviction, shall be guilty of perjury and shall be fined
Five Hundred Dol | ars ($500.00) and shall be subject to
i mprisonnment for a period not exceeding one (1) year or both such
fine and inprisonnent. This fine and inprisonnment shall be waived
if the of fender chooses to purchase, and provides proof of such

purchase by the court date, notor vehicle liability insurance for
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a mninmmof six (6) nonths' coverage in at |east the m ni num
anmounts required under paragraph (j) of Section 63-15-3. Any
person convicted of filing false proof of notor vehicle liability
i nsurance as required by this chapter shall surrender to the
departnment his driver's license, license plates and registration
of the notor vehicle for which fal se proof was presented and the
procedure for the suspension of |icenses provided in Section
63-15-11 relating to accidents shall be followed. Such driver's
| icense, license plates and registration shall be reinstated upon
paynment of any fines and reinstatenent fees, serving of a sentence
i f applicable, and upon presentation of proof of purchase of
m ni mrum notor vehicle liability insurance in accordance with the
provi sions of this subsection. The district attorney of the
jurisdiction where any fal se evidence is presented shall prosecute
any violation of this section. Any person convicted under this
section shall be assessed with all costs of prosecution and al
court costs.

SECTION 2. Section 63-15-4, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as fol |l ows:

63-15-4. (1) The follow ng vehicles are exenpted fromthe
requi renents of this section:

(a) Vehicles exenpted by Section 63-15-5;

(b) Vehicles for which a bond or a certificate of
deposit of noney or securities in at |east the m ninum anounts
required for proof of financial responsibility is on file with the
depart nent;

(c) Vehicles that are self-insured under Section
63-15-53; and

(d) Inplenents of husbandry.

(2) (a) Every notor vehicle operated in this state shal
have an i nsurance card nmaintained in the vehicle as proof of

liability insurance that is in conpliance with the liability
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limts required by Section 63-15-3(j). The insured parties shal
be responsible for maintaining the insurance card in each vehicle.

(b) An insurance conpany issuing a policy of notor
vehicle liability insurance as required by this section shal
furnish to the insured an insurance card for each vehicle at the
tinme the insurance policy becones effective.

(3) Upon stopping a notor vehicle for any other statutory
violation, a | aw enforcenent officer, who is authorized to issue
traffic citations, shall verify that the insurance card required
by this section is in the notor vehicle. However, no driver shal
be stopped or detained solely for the purpose of verifying that an
insurance card is in the notor vehicle.

(4) Failure of the owner or the operator of a notor vehicle
to have the insurance card in the notor vehicle is a m sdeneanor
and, upon conviction, is punishable by a fine of One Thousand
Dol I ars ($1, 000.00) and suspension of driving privilege for a
period of one (1) year or until the owner of the notor vehicle
shows proof of liability insurance that is in conpliance wth the
liability limts required by Section 63-15-3(j). Fraudul ent use
of an insurance card shall be punishable in accordance with
Section 97-7-10. * * *

(5 If, at the hearing date or the date of paynent of the
fine, the notor vehicle owner shows proof of notor vehicle
liability insurance in the anounts required by Section 63-15-3(j),
the fine shall be reduced to One Hundred Dol lars ($100.00). |If
t he owner shows proof that such insurance was in effect at the
time of citation, the fine of One Hundred Dol lars ($100.00) and
court costs shall be waived.

(6) If the fines inposed under subsections (4) and (5) are

levied in a nmunicipal court, fifteen percent (159 of the funds or

One Hundred Dol l ars ($100.00), whichever is greater, from such

fines shall be deposited in the general fund of the nunicipality.
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Any remai ni ng funds from such fines shal

be deposited in the

State CGeneral Fund in the State Treasury.

SECTI ON 3.

This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2005.
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