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Senator(s) Wite To: Labor

SENATE BI LL NO. 2015

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 23-15-871, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
TO PROH BI T LABOR ORGANI ZATI ONS FROM DI RECTI NG OR CCERCI NG MEMBERS
TO VOTE IN A PARTI CULAR MANNER OR RETALI ATE AGAI NST AN EMPLOYEE
FOR FAI LURE TO VOTE I N A PARTI CULAR MANNER; TO PRCHI BI T LABOR
ORGANI ZATI ONS FROM MAKI NG ANY STATEMENT CALCULATED TO | NFLUENCE
ANY EMPLOYEE OR MEMBER AS TO THEI R VOTE; TO PROH BI T EMPLOYERS AND
LABOR ORGANI ZATI ONS FROM | NCREASI NG THE SALARI ES OF OFFI CERS OR
EMPLOYEES OR G VI NG AN EMOLUMENT TO AN OFFI CER OR EMPLOYEE W TH
THE | NTENTI ON THAT THE | NCREASE I N SALARY OR THE EMOLUMENT BE
CONTRI BUTED TO SUPPCORT OR OPPOSE A CANDI DATE OR POLI TI CAL PARTY;
AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 23-15-871, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

23-15-871. It shall be unlawful for any corporation or any
of ficer or enployee thereof, or any nenber of a firm or trustee
or any menber of any association, or any other enployer, or any

| abor organi zation, to direct or coerce, directly or indirectly,

any enpl oyee or nenber to vote or not to vote for any particul ar
person or group of persons in any election, or to discharge or to
threaten to di scharge any such enpl oyee, or to increase or
decrease the salary or wages of an enpl oyee, or otherw se pronote
or denote him because of his vote or failure to vote for any
particul ar candi date or group of candidates; and |i kew se it shal
be unl awful for any enployer, * * * enpl oyee having the authority

to enpl oy or discharge other enployees, or |abor organization to

make any statenent public or private, or to give out or circulate
any report or statenent, calculated to intimdate or coerce or
ot herwi se influence any enpl oyee or nenber as to his vote, and
when any such statenment has obtained circulation, it shall be the

duty of such enployer or |abor organization to publicly repudi ate
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it, in the absence of which repudiation the enployer or |abor

organi zati on shall be deened by way of ratification to have nade

it himself. Nor shall any enpl oyee be requested, directed or
permtted to canvass for or agai nst any candi date or render any
ot her services for or against any candi date or group of

candi dates, during any of the hours within which the salary of
sai d enpl oyee as an enployee is being paid or agreed to be paid;
nor shall any such enpl oyee be all owed any vacation or | eave of
absence at the expense of the enployer to render any service or
services for or against any candi date or group of candi dates, or
to take any active part in any el ection canpai gn what soever; nor
shal |l any enpl oyee at the expense, in whole or in part, of any
enpl oyer take any part whatever in any el ection canpaign, except

the necessary tinme to cast his vote. An enployer or | abor

organi zati on nmay not increase the salary of an officer or

enpl oyee, or give an enolunent to an officer, enployee, or other

person or entity, with the intention that the increase in salary,

or the enolunent, or a part of it, be contributed or spent to

support or oppose a candidate, balloted neasure, political party

or political commttee. The prohibitions of this section shal

apply to all state, state district, county and county district
officers, and to any board or comm ssion and the nenbers thereof
by what ever nane desi gnated and whet her el ective or appointive,
and to each and every one of those enployed by them or any of
them And no state, state district, county or county district
officer, or any enployee of any of themwho directly or indirectly
has the control, or in any way the power of control, or who
asserts or pretends that he has such power, over the expenditure
of any public funds in this state, whatever the purpose or object
of said expenditure may be, shall state, suggest or intimate,
publicly or privately, or in any manner or form that any such
expenditure shall in any w se depend upon or be influenced by the

vote of any person, group of persons, or community or group of

S. B. No. 2015 *SS01/R317*
05/ SS01/ R317
PAGE 2



65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81

communities, whether for or against any candi date or group of
candi dates at any election. This section and every part of it
shall apply also to all federal officers, agents, enployees,
boards and conm ssions by whatever nane known and to each and
every one of those enployed by themor any of them as to any
interference by themor any of them contrary to the provisions of
this chapter, in the elections of this state.

SECTION 2. The Attorney Ceneral of the State of M ssissipp
shall submt this act, imrediately upon approval by the Governor,
or upon approval by the Legislature subsequent to a veto, to the
Attorney Ceneral of the United States or to the United States
District Court for the District of Colunmbia in accordance with the
provi sions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as anended and
ext ended.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after the date it is effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting

Ri ghts Act of 1965, as anended and ext ended.
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