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By:

Representatives Flaggs, Bailey, To: Rules

Broonfield, Buck, Burnett, Cark, Coleman
(29th), Coleman (65th), Espy, Fredericks,
Hines, Smth (27th), Johnson, Scott, Flem ng,
Perkins, Ellis
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HOUSE RESOLUTI ON NO. 102

A RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG THE LI FE AND EXCEPTI ONAL CAREER OF
JOHNNI E L. COCHRAN, JR , AND EXPRESSI NG DEEPEST SYMPATHY TO H S
FAM LY AND FRI ENDS UPON HI S PASSI NG

VWHEREAS, Johnnie L. Cochran, Jr., born Cctober 2, 1937, in
Shreveport, Louisiana, to Johnnie L. Cochran, Sr., and Hattie Bass
Cochran, departed this earthly Iife on Tuesday, March 29, 2005, to
enter into eternal rest with his Heavenly Father, causing great
sorrow and loss to his famly and friends; and

VWHEREAS, with a father and nother who stressed educati on,

i ndependence, and a color-blind attitude, Cochran earned a

bachel or's degree fromthe University of California, Los Angeles,
in 1959, was accepted by the Loyola Marynount University School of
Law, finished his |aw studi es and passed the California bar by
1963; and

VWHEREAS, Cochran took his first job with the Cty of Los
Angel es, serving as a Deputy City Attorney in the Crim nal
Di vision that sanme year and renai ned there as prosecutor, before
entering private practice in 1965 with the late Gerald Lenoir and
| ater formng his owmn firm Cochran, Atkins & Evans; and

VWHEREAS, headl i ne-grabbi ng cases qui ckly nade Cochran's nane
anong the Black community in Los Angeles, and by the late 1970s he
was handling a nunber of police brutality and other crim nal
cases; and

VWHEREAS, Cochran established hinself as "the best in the
West, " to quote Ebony magazi ne, and becane the masterful attorney
who gai ned prom nence and worl dwi de fanme for successfully

defending football star, O J. Sinpson; and
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VWHEREAS, resplendently tailored and silky-voiced, clever and
genteel, Cochran cane to epitom ze the form dable litigator,
sought after by the fanmobus and weal thy, the obscure and
struggling, all believing that they were victins of the systemin
one way or another; and

WHEREAS, the course of Cochran's four-decade career zigzagged
across the legal |andscape, starting in the Los Angeles City
Attorney's Ofice, where he eagerly prosecuted drunk-driving
cases, and ending in a private practice that earned himwealth and
fame; and

VWHEREAS, Cochran is survived by his wife, Dale Mason Cochran;
son, Jonat han; daughters, Tiffany Cochran Edwards and Mel odi e
Cochran; sisters, Pearl Baker and Martha Jean Sherrard; and
father, Johnnie L. Cochran, Sr.; and

VWHEREAS, it is the policy of the House of Representatives to
commend the |ives of such a notable icon in the |egal profession
as Johnnie L. Cochran:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI, That we do hereby
commend the |ife of Johnnie L. Cochran, Jr., and express deepest
synpathy to his famly and friends upon his passing.

BE I T FURTHER RESCOLVED, That copies of this resolution be
furnished to the famly of M. Johnnie L. Cochran, Jr., and to the

menbers of the Capitol Press Corps.
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