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The Entire Menbership To:  Rules

HOUSE RESOLUTI ON NO. 53

A RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG THE DEDI CATED, Di LI GENT AND
PROFESSI ONAL SERVI CE OF DR HORACE C. HOLMES, SR, TO SQUTHWEST
M SSI SSI PPl COVMUNI TY COLLEGE AND CONGRATULATI NG HI M UPON THE
OCCASI ON OF HI S RETI REMENT.

VWHEREAS, Horace C. Hol nes, who has served as President of
Sout hwest M ssi ssi ppi Community Col | ege (Sout hwest) since 1972,
recently announced his retirenent to be effective on June 30,
2005; and

WHEREAS, born July 19, 1924, in Belden, Lee County,
M ssi ssi ppi, President Hol nmes received his high school diplom
from Sherman Hi gh School in Pontotoc County, undergoing further
matri cul ati on at Jones Junior Coll ege, earning his associate of
arts degree, and at the University of Southern M ssissippi,
earning both his bachel or of science and naster of arts degrees;
and

VWHEREAS, President Hol mes conpl eted additional studies at
M ssi ssippi State University, and for his nonentous contributions
to the educational arena, was presented an honorary doctorate by
M ssi ssi ppi Col | ege; and

VWHEREAS, with over 51 years of service to Sout hwest, which
celebrates its 75th anniversary this year, the 80-year-old Hol nes
retirement |etter was accepted by the board of trustees on
Tuesday, March 8, 2005; and

VWHEREAS, President Hol nes canme to Sout hwest in 1953 to assune
t he position of psychology instructor and boys' basketball coach
after a five-year tenure as coach at Johnston Station and Loyd
Star High Schools, and what was to be a one-year stay evolved into

a half century; and
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WHEREAS, he becane Dean of Men in 1955 while continuing his
teaching responsibilities, and in 1957, he becanme assistant to the
president; by 1962, Horace C. Hol mes was Dean of Instruction, a
role he continued until July 1, 1972, when he assuned the
pr esi dency of Sout hwest; and

VWHEREAS, having served a | ong, distinguished and successf ul
career, President Holnes is known by his coll eagues and students
to be intelligent, hardworking, loyal, friendly and concerned
about the quality of education for all students of Southwest
M ssi ssi ppi Community Col | ege; and

VWHEREAS, having his name becone synonynobus with that of
Sout hwest, President Hol mes' tenure has seen substantial growth in
status within the junior/community college system as well as a
growh in size, enrollnment and faculty; and

VWHEREAS, the support and insight that President Hol nes
emanat ed over the course of his educational and adm nistrative
career at Southwest is indicative of his conmtnent to ensuring
that Sout hwest fulfilled its mssion to serve the citizens of its
district by providing | ower-division college, occupational, and
conti nui ng education courses, as well as community services, to
neet the diverse needs of the population at a reasonable cost; and

VWHEREAS, President Hol mes has enjoyed the constant
conpani onshi p, support, encouragenent and |love of his famly,
including his wife, Rebecca Lefay McC ell and Hol nes, and sons,
Horace C. (Butch) Holnes, Jr., and Larry Md elland Hol nes, who
have wi tnessed his success in catapulting Southwest into the ranks
of notability anong community and junior coll eges throughout the
state, region and nation; and

VWHEREAS, it is with great pride that we recognize this
gentl eman who has done so nuch for a small conmmunity college in
sout hwest M ssissippi and for its students during the past 51 plus

years, while staying actively involved with his famly, church and
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comuni ty, and whose professional and civic dedication serve as a
nodel for all citizens in the State of M ssissippi:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI, That we do hereby
comend and congratulate Dr. Horace C. Holnmes, Sr., President of
Sout hwest M ssi ssippi Community Col |l ege for nore than 51 years of
outstanding service to this institution and to the
comuni ty/junior college system of M ssissippi, and extend to him
and his famly the best wshes in the lighter days of his
retirenent.

BE I T FURTHER RESCOLVED, That copies of this resolution be
furnished to Dr. Horace C. Hol nes, President of Southwest

M ssi ssippi Community Col |l ege and to the nenbers of the Capitol

Press Corps.
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