M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2005

By: Representatives Parker, Pierce, Hamilton To: Rules
(109t h)
HOUSE RESOLUTI ON NO 8

1 A RESOLUTI ON COVMMENDI NG BEVERLY JANET SM TH FOR HER MANY

2 CONTRI BUTI ONS AND SERVI CE TO THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPl AND

3 CONGRATULATI NG HER UPON HER RETI REMENT FROM PUBLI C SERVI CE.

4 VWHEREAS, Beverly Janet Smith has faithfully served the

5 citizens of Lucedale and George County for over 33 years as county

6 librarian, and it is with appreciation that we recogni ze her

7 dedication and devotion upon her retirenment on January 28, 2005;
8 and

9 VWHEREAS, a native of Mount Aive, Mssissippi, Ms. Smth

10 graduated in 1968 from Jones Junior Coll ege and entered the School
11 of Library Science at the University of Southern M ssissippi

12 (UsM; and

13 WHEREAS, while attending USM Ms. Smth becanme engaged to
14 R chard Smith and worked at the C arksdale Public Library as a

15 summer intern for the M ssissippi Library Conmm ssion; and

16 WHEREAS, after graduating fromUSM Ms. Smith worked at the
17 Petal Hi gh School Library before becoming librarian at the George
18 County Public Library on June 9, 1971, the first librarian at that
19 facility to hold a university degree in library science; and

20 VWHEREAS, after Ms. Smith's enploynent at the George County
21 Library, circulation increased from300 to 1,500 in the first

22 nmonth and has continuously grown over the course of her tenure;
23 and

24 VWHEREAS, in 1977, Ms. Smith entered graduate school at USM
25 finishing the program 18 nonths later with a master of library

26 science degree; and
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VWHEREAS, having worked to organize a |ocal chapter of Friends
of the Library, Ms. Smth assisted in starting the first
"Shakespeare in the Park" in 1991, and is credited with hel ping
the library win a National Public Relations Award for "The Little
Li brary That Coul d"; and

VWHEREAS, naned CGeorge County Busi ness Wonman of the Year in
1999, Ms. Smth has had the privilege of neeting, in her
professional life, Isacc Asm nov, John Gisham Morgan Freeman and
Jerry O ower; and

VWHEREAS, M's. Smith has plans, during her retirenent, to
spend quality time with her daughter, Brandy; granddaughters,
Claire and Anna; nother, Merle; sister and friends; and

VWHEREAS, it is the policy of the House of Representatives to
recogni ze and commend excel |l ence in such outstandi ng individuals
as Ms. Smth, whose dedication and longtinme conmtnent to the
Lucedal e- George County Library and the Jackson- Geor ge Regi onal
Li brary System has becone a benchmark of excell ence and
achi evenent :

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI, That we do hereby
commend Ms. Beverly Janet Smth for her dedicated and commendabl e
service as manager of the Lucedal e-CGeorge County Library for over
33 years and extend our heartiest wi shes for success in all her
future endeavors.

BE I T FURTHER RESCOLVED, That copies of this resolution be
furnished to Ms. Janet Smth, the Jackson-George Regional Library
System the Lucedal e-George County Library and to the nenbers of
the Capitol Press Corps.
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