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HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 84

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON POSTHUMOUSLY COWMENDI NG THE LI FE AND
PERSONAL SACRI FI CE OF ARMY PRI VATE FI RST CLASS JAMES DI AMOND.

VWHEREAS, fallen World War |1 hero and post hunous Medal of
Honor recipient, Arny Private First Cass Janes D anond will soon
recei ve a headstone befitting a hero; and

VWHEREAS, Private Janes D anond gave the ultimte sacrifice of
life at the age of 20 during a battle in M ndanao, Phili ppines,
while leading a patrol to evacuate casualties fromhis battalion
and

VWHEREAS, Private Dianond ran through a hail of Japanese fire
to secure an abandoned machi ne gun, managi ng to draw enough fire
upon hinself that the remai ni ng nenbers of the patrol reached
safety; and

WHEREAS, in an effort spearheaded by Lieutenant Col onel "Doc"
Bl anchard, an Air Force veteran who served in Wrld VWar |I, the
financial contributions of the Gulfport Cty Council and Don
Reynol ds, who is constructing the headstone, Private D amond w | |
be honored with an unveiling of this nonunment on April 23, a day
foll owi ng the anniversary of his 80th birthday; and

VWHEREAS, in honor of Private D anond, who was post hunously
awar ded t he Congressi onal Medal of Honor for his heroic action on
May 14, 1945, Congressnman Gene Tayl or and Senator Trent Lott are
expected to be present for the April 23rd unveiling; and

WHEREAS, it is the policy of this Legislature to recognize
and comrend the suprene sacrifice of life by our nation's mlitary
veterans and active soldiers, as exenplified by the selfless

giving of life by Private D anond:
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NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI, THE SENATE CONCURRI NG
THEREI N, That we do hereby conmend the |ife and personal sacrifice
of Arny Private First O ass Janes D anond and recogni ze the
post hunous recognition of his life by the Gty of Gulfport.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be
furnished to the Gulfport Gty Council, Lieutenant Col onel

Bl anchard and to the nenbers of the Capitol Press Corps.
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