M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2005

By:

Representatives Wittington, Thomas, To: Rules

Cl ar ke, Perkins
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HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 65

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG THE CAREER ACCOVPL| SHVENTS
OF THE "KING OF THE BLUES," M SSISSIPPI'S B. B. KING AND
ACKNONLEDG NG HI'S CONTRI BUTI ONS TO THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

VWHEREAS, the Blues' forenost artist, by anybody's standard,
is Mssissippi's favorite son, B. B. King, and the guitar naster
has the licks and the hits to prove it; and

VWHEREAS, fromthe 1940s to present day, there has been only
one King of the Blues, Riley B. King, affectionately known as
B. B. King, who has rel eased over 50 al buns, sold nore than 40
mllion records worldw de, won 13 Grammys, perforned in nore than
90 countries and honored by presidents and ki ngs alike; and

VWHEREAS, born Riley B. King on Septenber 16, 1925, on a
cotton plantation in Berclair, outside Itta Bena, M ssissippi,
known for his humlity, work ethic, perseverance and heart, he
acquired the nanme, "B. B.," which stood for Beale Street Bl ues Boy
or just Blues Boy, while performng in Menphis; and

VWHEREAS, with dazzling perseverance, B. B. King, who is
envied by nusicians internationally, continues to blaze newtrails
into the uncharted territories of the nusical industry, by
exhi biting an insurnountabl e dedication to his nusical career
whi ch has made hi m one of the nobst prom nent figures within the
Bl ues genre for nore than half a century; and

VWHEREAS, along with his |legendary guitar, "Lucille,” B. B.
continues touring extensively, averaging over 250 concerts per
year around the world, giving himrightful claimto the title of

"King of the Blues,” which is nost befitting, as he has | ong

established hinself in the ngjestic palaces of the world' s stage
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as a nusical icon, lifting the Blues fromthe confines of the
American South and delivering it to a worl dw de audi ence; and

VWHEREAS, despite having an illustrious career and appeari ng
in some of the world' s nost em nent venues, B. B. King is a proud
anbassador of his home state, and M ssissippi is even prouder of
this native son whose achi evenents include: Blues Foundation Hal
of Fame and the Rock and Roll Hall of Fane; Lifetine Achi evenent
Award fromthe National Acadeny of Recording Arts and Sci ences;
Presidential Medal of the Arts; Kennedy Center Honors; National
Heritage Fel |l owshi p, National Endowrent for the Arts; honorary
doctorate degrees from Yal e, Berklee Coll ege of Misic, Rhodes
Col | ege, Tougal oo Coll ege and M ssissippi Valley State University;
Nat i onal Award of Distinction fromthe University of M ssissippi;
Hol | ywood Wal k of Fame; Ansterdam (Hol |l and) WAl k of Fane; 13
Grammys, including two in 2003 and still counting; Songwiters'
Hal | of Fame, Lifetine Achievenent Award; and the 2004 reci pi ent
of the Polar Music Prize, the nusical equival ent of the Nobel
Prize, presented by King Carl XVl CGustav of Sweden; and

WHEREAS, it is with great pride that we recogni ze the
| egendary M. King, who has served with distinction as an
anbassador for the State of M ssissippi, bringing honor to his
honme community, region and state:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI, THE SENATE CONCURRI NG
THEREI N, That we do hereby commend the career of the "King of the
Blues," Mssissippi's B. B. King, declaring Tuesday, February 15,
2005, as B. B. King Day in the Legislature, and extend to him our
best w shes for success in all his future endeavors.

BE I T FURTHER RESCOLVED, That copies of this resolution be

furnished to B. B. King and to the nenbers of the Capitol Press

Cor ps.
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